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0 feoone as day foitli dawning fiom the East 
Nights humid cuitiine fiom the heavens 
withdiew, 

And eaiely calling foith both man and beast 
Coiiiaunded them then dail> woikes renew, 

These noble waiiiois, inindefull to purscw 
The last daies puipose of their vowed fight, 

Them selves iheieto pxepaide m oidei dew 
The Knight, as best was seeming foi a Knight, 
And th’ Amazon, as best it likt hei selfe to dight 

A]1 IP '^^amis light of puiple silke 2 

^ASoven uppon with silvei, subtly wi ought. 

And quilted uppon sattin white as milke, 

Tiayled with ribbands diveisly disti aught, 

Like as the woikeman had then couises taught, 
Which was shoit tucked for light motion 
Up to her ham , hut, when she list, it 1 aught 
Downe to hei lowest heele , ind theieuppon 
She woio foi hei defuice a mi} led hiboigcon 
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And on 3 iei legs &lie painted bufakms wore, 3 

Basted with bends of gold on e'vliy side* 

And mailes betweene, and laced olose afoie, 
Uppon hei thigh hei Cemitai e was tide 
With an embiodeied belt of mickell pride , 

And on h^ shonldei hung her shield, bedeckt 
Uppon the bosse with stones that ^ined wide, 

As the faire Moone m hei i ost full aspect, 

That to the Moone it mote be like in each lespect 


So foith she came out of the citty gate 4 

With stately poit and proud magnificence, 
Guaided with many Damzels that did^waite 
Uppon hei peison foi hei suie defence, 

Playing on shaumcs and tiumpets, th;ii; fiom hence 
Their sound did leach unto the heavens hight 
So foith into the field &he maiched thence, 

Wheie was a iich Pavilion leady 
Ilei to receive, titf'^tune they should begin the fight , 

Then foith came Ai teg all out of Ls tent, 5 

All aim’d to point, and fiist the Lists did entei 
Soone after eke came she, with fell intent 
And countenaunce fieice, as havmg fully bent hei 
That battells utmost tinli to adventer 
The Lists weie closed fast, to baire the lOut 
Prom ludely pressing on the middle centei , 

Which ingre itheapes them circled all about, [dout 
Wayting how Fortune would 1 esolve that daungei ous 


The Trumpets sounded, and the field began^ 6 
With bitter strokes it both began and ended 
She at the fiist encountei on him ran 
With furious rage, as if she had intended 
Out of his bieast the very heait have 1 ended 
But he, that had like tempests often tride. 

Prom that first flaw him selfe right well defended 
The moie she rag'd, the more he did abide , 

She hewd, she foynd, she lasht, she laid on eveiy side 
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Yet stiU liei b^Swes be boic, and hei foiboie, 
Weenmg at^ast to wm advantage nei/ , 

Yet still hei ciueltie inci eased moie, 

And, though powie faild, hei courage did accrew 
Which fayling, he gan heicely hei ^uisew 
Like as a ^mith that to his cunning feat 
The stubboinc irurttall seeketh to subdew, 

Soone as he feeles it mollifide with heat, 

With his gieat yron sledge doth stiongly on it beat 

So did Sii Aitegall upon hei lay, 8 

As if sjj.e had an yion andaile beene, 

That flakes of file, hiight as the sunny rs}. 

Out of her steely aimes weie flashing seene. 

That al^on fiie ye would hei surely weene , 

But with hei shield so well hei selfe she waidcd 
daungei of his weapon keene, 

That all that while her life s)^ safely garded , 

But he that helpe fiom hei against hei will discaided 

For with his ti enchant blade at the next blow 9 
Ilalfe of hei shield he shaied quite away, 

That halfe hei side it selfe did naked show, 

And thencefoith unto daunger opened way 
Much was she moved with the mightie sway 
Of that sad stioke, that halfe emag’d she giew, 
And, like a gieedie Beaie unto hei pray, 

With hei sharpe Cemitaie at him she flew, [drew 
That glauncing downe his thigh the puiple hloud forth 

There^ she gan to triumph with gieat boast, 10 
Xnd to upbi ayd that chaunce which him misfell, 
As if the piize she gotten had almost, 

With spightfull speaches, fitting with her well , 
That his great halt gan mwaidly to swell 
With indignation at her vaunting vame, 

And at her strooke with puissaunce fearefull fell 
Yet with hei shield she waided it agame, 

That shatteied all to pieces round about the plaine 
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Having liei thub disaimed of hersliAld, Ji 

Upon her helmet he againe hei stx'ooke, 

That downe she fell upon the gi assie field 
In sencelesse swoune, as if hei life forsooke, 

And pangs of death hei spiiit overtooke 
Whom when he saw befoie hib footer prostrated, 

He to hei lept with deadly d»eadfall looke, 

And hei sunshynie helmet soone unlaced, 

Thinking at once both head and helmet to ha\ e laced 

But, when as he discoveied had hei face, 12 

He saw, his senses stiaunge astonishment, 

A miracle of natuies goodly giace 
In hei faire visage voide of oinainent,^ 

But bath’d in blond and sweat togethei ment , 
Which in the ludenesse of that evill plight 
Bewrayd the signes of featuie excellent 
Lilce as the Mooj|p, in foggie winteis night, 

Doth seemetobehei selfe, though daikned be hei light 

At sight theieof his cruell minded halt 13 

Empieiced was with pittifull legard. 

That his sharpe swoi d he threw from him apai t, 
Cuising his hand that had that visage maid 
No hand so ciuell, noi no bait so hard. 

But luth of beautie will it mollifie 

By this, upstarting from hei swoune, she stal’d 

A while about hei with confused eye , 

Like one that fiom his dieime is \\akcd suddenl}e 

Soone as the knight she theie by hei did spy *114 
Standing with eniptie hands all weaponle&se, 

With fiesh assault upon him she did fly, 
Andganienew hei foimei ciuelnesse 
And though he still retyi’d, yet nathelesse 
With huge ledoubied stiokes she on him lajid, 
And moie incieast hei outiage meicilesse, 

The moie that he with meeke mtieatie pia}d 
Her wrathful hand fiom gieedie vengeance to ha\L 
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Like as a Puttocke having spyde in sight 15 

A gentle Faujeon sitting on an hill, 

•^Vhose othei wing, now made nnmeete foi flight, 
Was lately hi oken by some foi tune ill , 

The foolish Kyte, led with licentious will, 

Doth beat upon the gentle bud in v^ine, 

With many^dle stoups her troubling still 
Even so did Radigund with bootlesse paine 
Annoy this noble Knight, and sorely him constiaine 

Kought could he do but shun the dred despight 16 
Of hei fierce wiath, and backward still ret}ie , 
And wifi his single shield, well as he might, 

Beaie off the buiden of hei 1 aging yre 
And evewiore he gently did desyi e 
To stay hei sticks, and he himselfe would ^idd , 
Yet nould she heaike, ne let him once lespyie, 
Till he tcThei deliveied had his shield, 

And to her mercie him suhmitteifin plaine field 

So was he oveicome , not oveicome, 17 

But to hex yeelded of his owne accoid, 

Yet was he justly damned by the doome 
Of hib owne mouth, that spake bO waielesse woid, 
To be hei thiall and seivice hei affoid 
For though that he fiist victoiie obtayned, 

Yet aftei, by abandoning his swoid, 

He wilfull lost that he befoie attajned 
No fayiei conquest then that with goodwill is ga} iied 

Tto with her swoid on him she flatlmg stiooke, 18 
Ir*signe of tiuc subjection to hei powie, 

And as her vassall him to thialdome tooke 
But Terpme, borne to’ a moie unhappy howie. 

As he on whom the lucklesse stanes did lowic, 
She causd to be attaclit, and forthwith led 
Unto the ciooke, t’ abide the balefull stowie 
From which he lately had through leskew fled 
^^liere he full shamefully was hanged by the bed 
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But when they thought on Tilus hands to lay, 29 
He with his yron llaile amongst th m thondred, 
That they wei e fayne to let him scape away, 

Glad fiom his companie to be so sondied, 

"Whose pi esence all their ti oups so much encombi ed, 
That th’ hej^pes of those which he did wound and slay, 
Besides the lest dismajd, might not*be nombied 
Yet all that while he would not once assay 
To leskew his ownc Loid, but thought it just t’ obay 

Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 20 

Left to hei will by his owne wilfull blame, 

And cau&ed him to be disarmed quiglit 
Of all the ornaments of knightly name, 

With which whylome he gotten had gi^at fame 
In stead whereof she made him to be dight 
In womans weedes, that is to manhood shame, 

And put befoie his lap an apion whit 
Instead of Curiets bases fit foi fight 

So being clad she bi ought him fiom the field, 21 
In which he had bene tiayned many a day, 

Into a long large chambei, which was sield 
With moniments ot many Knights decay. 

By her subdewed m victoiious fny 
Amongst the which she ciusd his waihke aimes 
Be haiig’d on high, that mole his slnme bcwiay, 
And bioke his swoid, foi ieaie of fuithei harmes, 
With which he wont to stiiic up battailous alaimes 

Theie entied in he lound about him saw 22 

Many bi ave knights, whose n ames 1 1 g ht welUi c knejv. 
There bound t’ obay that Ama/ons pioiid law> 
Spinning and c aiding all m comely lew. 

That his bigge halt loth’d so uncomely aew 
But they weie foist, thiough penmie and pyne, 
To doe those woikes to them appointed dew , 

For nought was given them to sup ox dj ne. 

But what their hands could came liy twisting iinncn 
twyne 
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Amongst them all she placed him. most low, 23 
And m his hand a distafie to him gave, 

That he theieon should spin both flax and tow , 

A SOI did office foi a mind so biave 

So haid it IS to be a womans slave 

Yet he it tooke in his owne selfes cles^ight, 

And theietS did himselfe light well behaic 
Ilei to obay, sith he his faith had plight 
Her vassall to become if she him wonno in fight 

AYho had him secne imagine mole theieby 24 

That whjlome hath of Heieules bene told, 

How fof lohb sake he did apply 
His mightie hands the distaffc vile to hold 
Foi his h^ge club, which had subdew’d of old 
So many monsteis which the woild annoyed, 

Ills Lyons skin cliaungd to a pall of gold, 

In whichj^foi getting waircs, he onely joyed 
In combats of sweet lo\e, and witlfliis misticsse toj e J 

Such IS the ciucltie of womenk^nd, 25 

When the> h ivo shaken oil the shamefast band, 
With which wise Katuie did them stiongly bynd 
T’ obay the beasts of mans well lulmg hand, 

That then all lulc and leason they withstand 

To pui chase a liccntioub liheitic 

Tut veiluous women wisely undcibtand, 

That they were boi ne to base humilitic, 

Unlesse the heavens them lift to lawMl sovciamtie 

Tlius theie long while continu’d Aitegall, 26 

Serving pioud Kadigund with true subjection, 
How ever it his noble heait did gall 
T’ obay a womans tyrannous dnection, 

That might have had of life 01 death election 
But, having chosen, now he might not cliaunge 
During which time the wailike Amazon, 

Whose wandimg fancie after lust did launge, 

Gan cast a secret likmg to this captive stiaunge 
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AVhicli long concealing in liei coveit bi est, 27 

She chaw’d the cud of lovei’b caipfull phglit , 

Yet could it not so thoioughly digest, 

Being fast fi\ed m hei wounded spiight, 

But it toimentcd hei both day and night 
Yet woulci'She not theieto yeeld free accoid 
To sor\e the lowly vassall of hei inTght, 

And of hei sei\ant make hei soveiayne Lord 
So gi eat hei pride that she such basenessemuch abhoi d 

So much the greatei still liei anguish grew, 28 
Thiough stubborne handling of hei love-sicke Imi t , 
And still the more she stro\ e it to sub<^f2w, 

The inoie she still augmented hei owne smait, 
And wydei made the wound of th’ hidden dai t 
At last, when long she stiuggled had m vaint, 

She gan to stoupe, and her pioud mind convert 
To meeke obeysance of loves mightieframe, 

And him enti eat fow gi ace that had pi ocui ’d hci panic 

Unto hci selfe m secict she did call 29 

ITei neaiest Inndmayd, whom she most did tiust, 
And to hei siid “Claimda, whom of all 
I tiust alive, sith I thee fostied fiist, 

Ifow lb the time that I untimely must 
Theieof make tiyall in my gieatest need 
It lb so hapned that the hea\ens unjust, 

Spighting my happic fieedomc, have agieed 
To thrall my loosei life, 01 my last bale to bleed ” 

With that she turn’d Iiei head, as halfe abashed, 30 
To hide the blush which in hei visage ios« , 
And thiough hei eyes like sudden lightning flasshed, 
Decking her clieeke with a veimilion lose , 

But soone she did hci countenance compose, 

And to her turning thus began againe 
“ Tins griefes deepe wound I would to thee discIo‘?c, 
Theieto compelled thiough hait-mmdiing paint, 
But diead of shame mj doubtfull lips doth still le- 
sti aine ” 
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“Ali^ my (leaie diead,” (said then the faithfull 3 \Ia}d) 
“ Can di L id of ought youi dreadltsse hai t withhold, 
That many hath with diead of death dismay d, 

And dai e even deathes most drcadfull face behold^ 
Say on, my soveiayne Ladie, and be bold 
Doth not youi Iiandmayds Ide at yQj|U foot lie 
Theiewithflnuch comfoited she gan unfold 
The cause of hei Conceived maladie, 

As one that would confesse, yet fame would it denie 

“ Claim,” (sa}d she) “ thou seest yondPayiy Knight, 
Whom not my 'valour, but iiib owne bra\e mind 
Subjected hath-ito my unequall might 
What light is it, that he should thi ildome find 
For lending life to me, a wiet<'h unkind, 

That foi such good him i ecompence with ill ’ 
Theiefore I cast how I mav him unbind, 

And by Ijis freeclomc get his fiee goodwill , 

Yet so, as bound to me he may continue still 

“ Bound unto me but not with such Laid bands *^3 
Of stiong compulsion and sti eight violence, 

As now 111 misei able stite he stands , 

But with sweet love and sure benevolence, 

Voide of malitious mind 01 foule offence 
To which if thou const wm him any way 
Without discoverie of my thoughts pietencc, 

Both goodly meede of him it pm chase miy, 

And eke with gratefull seivice me light well apsi 

“ Which that thou mayst the bettei bung to pas, 3^ 
^ Loe I heie this img, which shall thy wan ant bee, 
And token tiue to old Eumenias, 

From time to time, when thou it best sh dt see, 
That m and out thou miyst have passage fico 
Goe now, Clarmda, well thy wits advise, 

And all thy foices gathei unto thoe, 

Armies of lovely lookes, and speeches wise, 

With winch thou canst even Jove himselfc to lo^ e 
cntisc ” 
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The txuslie Mayd, concei\mg hei intent, 35 

Did with fame piomise of hei good ende\oiu 
Gi\q hei gieat comfoit and some halts content 
So, fiom her paitmg, she thencefoith did laboui 
By all the mcanes she might to curry favour 
With th’ Elfin Knight, her Ladies best beloved 
With daily shew of couiteous kind Ifehavioui, 
Even at the maikewhite of hif hait she io\ed, 
And with wide glauncmg woids one day she thus him 
proved 

“ Unhappie Knight ^ upon whose hopeless© state 36 
Eortune, envying good, hath felly fiown^d, 

And cruell heavens have Leapt an heavy fate , 

I rew that thus thy better dayes aie dj^owned 
In &ad despaiie, and all thy senses swowned 
In stupid faorow, sith thy juster meiit 
Might clbo have with felicitie bene crqjvned 
Looke up at last,^nd wake thy dulled spiiit 
To thinke how this long death thou miglitest dismhci it ” 

hluch did he marvell at hci uncouth speach, 37 
'\Yhose hidden diift he could not well perceive, 
And gan to doubt least she him sought t’ appeach 
Of tieason, or some guiletull trame did weave, 

Thi ough which she might his wi etched life bei eav c 
Both which to bane he with this answerc met hci 
“Fane Damzell, that with luth (as I peiceave) 

Of my mishaps ait mov’d to wish me better, 

Foi such your kind legaid I can but lest your dettei 

“ Yet, weet ye well, that to a com age great 38 
It is no lesse beseeming well to beaie 
The storme of foi tunes frowne 01 heavens threat, 
Then in the faunshine of hei countenance cleaie 
Timely to joy and cairie comely cheaie 
For though this cloud have now me oveicast, 

Yet doe I not of bettei times despeyre , 

And though unlike they should foi evei last, 

Yet m my truthes assui nice I rest fi\ed fast ” 
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“ But what so stonie nimde,” (she then leplyde) 39 
“ But if in his owne powie occasion lay, 

^^ould to his hope a windowe open wyde, 

And to his foi tunes helpe make leadie way 
‘‘Unworthy suie” (quoth he) “of bettei day, 

That will not take the offer of good Ijppe, 

And eke puf sew, if he attoine it may ” 

Which speaches shJ applying to the scope 

Of hei intent, this fuithci pm pose to him shope 

“ Then w hy doest not, thou ill advized man, 40 
Mike meanes to win thy libeitie foiloine, 

And tt3^if thou by fane entieatie can 
Move BadigundP who, though she still have woine 
Ilei dayes in "u aiie, yet (weet thou) was not borne 
Of Beares and Tygies, noi so salvage mynded 
As that, albe all love of men she scoino. 

She yet feygets that she of men was kjnded 

And sooth oft seene, that piou^'^t halts bise lo^e 
hath bljnded” 

“ Ceites, Cl ninda, not of cancied will,” 4^ 

(Savd he) “noi obstinite disdamefull mind, 

I have foiboie this duetie to fulfil , 

Poi well I may tins weene by that I fynd, 

That she a Queene, and come ot Pimccly 1 /nd, 
Both woi thie is foi to be stwd unto, 

Chiefely by him whose life her law doth bynd, 
And eke of powie her owne dooine to undo. 

And als’ of piincely grace to be mclyn’d theieto 

“But w^ant of meanes hath bene mine onely let 4z 
Piom seeking favoui where it doth abound, 
Which if I might by }oiu good office get, 

I to your selfe should re<^t for ever bound, 

And leadie to deseive what grace I found ” 

She feeling him thus bite upon the bayt, 

Yet doubtmg least his hold was hut unsound 
And not well fastened, would not strike him stiayt. 
But diew him on with hope fit leasure to awayt 
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But, foolibli Mayd * whyles lieedleb«!e of the Iiooke 43 
She thus oft times wis beating off and on, 

Thiough slippeiie footing fell into the biooLe, 

And theie was caught to hei confusion 
Poi seeking thus to salve the Amazon, 

She wouncjed was with hei deceipts owne dai t, 
And gan thenccfoi th to cast affectidh, 

Conceived close 111 hei beguSed hait, 

To Artegall, through pittie of his causelesse smai t 

Yet duist she not disclose hei fancies wound, 44 
ISTe to himselfe, foi doubt of being sdayned, 

!Nfe yet to any othei wight on giound, ^ 

Foi feaiehei mistres^eshold have knowledge gayiied? 
But to hei selfe it secietly letayned ‘ 

Within the closet of hei coveit biest 

The more thei eby hei tendei hai t was payncd , 

Yet to awayt fit time she weened besf, 

And fairely did di^emble her sad thoughts uni cst 

One dxy hei Ladie, calling hei apait, 45 

Gan to demaund of hei some tydings good, 
Touching hei loves succc'ise, hei hngiing smait 
There\\ith she gan at fiist to change hei mood, 

As one adaw’d, and halfe confused stood , 

But quickly she it ovcipast, so soone 
As she hei face had wypt to fiesh hei blood 
Tho gan she tell hei all th xt she had donne, 
Andall thewayesshe sought his love for to ha\ ewonne 

But sayd that he was ob&tinate and steine, ^6 

Scoinmg hei offeis and conditions vaine , 

Ke would be taught with any termes to leinc 

So fond a lesson as to love againe 

Die rathei would he in penuiioiis paine. 

And his abiidged daycs in doloui wast, 

Then his foes love 01 liking enteilame 
His resolution was, both fiist and last, 

His bodie was hei tin all, his halt x/as heely plast 
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Wlucli wlien the ciuJl Amazon peiceived, 47 

She gan to stoime, and lage, and lend liei gall, 
Toi veiy lell despight -which she conceived, 

To be so scorned of a base borne thrall. 

Whose life did he in hei least eye-lids fall , 

Of which she vow'd, with many a culled thieit, 
That she therefoie^would him eie long foi stall 
Nathlesse, when calmed was hei furious heat, 

She chang'd that threatfull mood, and mildly gin 
entieat 

“What now is left, Claiinda ^ what leinaines, 48 
That w^may compasse this our entei prize ^ 

Gieat shame to lose so long employed paines, 

And gieatei shame t* abide so great mibprize. 
With which he daies oui offers thus despize 
Yet that his guilt the gieatei may appeal e, 

And moie'my gratious meicie by this wize, 

I will a while with his fiist folly beare, 

Till thou have ti ide agunCjand temptedhim more neai e 

“ Say and do all that may thereto pi evade , 49 

Lea\e nought tinpiomist that may him peiswade, 
Life, freedome, grace, and gifts of gieat availe, 
With which the Gods themselves aie mylder made 
Thereto adde ait, even womens witty tiade, 

The art of mightie words that men can charme , 
With which in case thou canst him not invade, 
Let him feele hardnesse of thy heaa le arme [hai me 
Who will not stoupe with good shall be made stoupe with 

“ Some of his diet doe fiom him withdraw, 50 

Fdr 1 him find to he too pi oudly fed 
Give him more labour, and with stieightei law. 
That he with worke may he foi wearied 
Let him lodge hard, and he in sy awen bed, 

That may pull downe the couiage of liib piide , 
And Liy upon him, foi his gieatei diead, 

Cold yion chaines with which let him he tide, 
And let what e\ei he desiies be him denide 
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“When tliou hast all this doen, then bring me newes 
Of his denieane thencefoith not like a lo\ei, 

Hut like a lebell stout, I will him use , 

For I lesolve this siege not to give ovoi, 

Till I the conque&t of my will lecover ” 

So she dcpaited full of giiefe and ^dame, 

Which inly did to gieat impatience move hei 
But the filse may den shoitly turn’d againe 
Unto the prison, wheie hei halt did thiall remaine 

Theie all hei subtill nets she did unfold, 5z 

And all the engins of hei wit display , ^ 

In which she meant him warelesse to enfold, 

And of his innocence to make hei pray 
So cunningly she wi ought her crafts assay, 

That both her Ladie, and her selfe withall, 

And eke the knight ationce she did l^etiay , 

But most the knight, whom she with guilefull call 
Did cast for to allure into her tiap to fall 

As a bad Nurse, which, fayning to receive 53 

In hei owne mouth the food ment foi her chyld, 
Withholdes it to her selfe, and doeth deceive 
The infant, so foi want of nouituie spoyld, 

Even so Clannda hei owne Dame beguyld. 

And turn’d the tiust which was in her affydc, 

To feeding of her private fire, which boyld 
Hei inward biest, and m her entrayles fiyde, 

The more that she it sought to covei and to hyde 

Foi comming to this knight she purpose fayned, ^ 54 
How earnest suit she eaist for him had made 
Unto her Queene, his freedome to have giyned, 
But by no meanes could hei thereto peiswade , 
But that in stead thereof she sternely bade 
His mi&eiie to be augmented moie. 

And many yron bands on him to lade 
All which nathlesse she for his love forboie , 

So praymg him t’ accept hei service evermore 
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And, moie tlien that, she piomibt that she would, 55 
In case she might hnde favom in his eye, 

Device how to enlaige him out of hould 
The Tayiic, glad to game his libertie. 

Can yeeld great thankcs for such hei curtesie , 
And with lane words, fit foi the tin^ and place, 
To feede tfe hunigui of hei maladie, 

Piomist, if she would fice liim fioni that case, 
lie wold, by all good means he might, desex \e such 
giace 

So daily he fane semLlant did hei shew, 56 

Yet nevei meant he in his noble mind 
To his owne absent love to be untiew 
He cvei ^d deceiptfull Claim find 
In hei false hait his bondage to unbmd, 

But lather how she mote him faster lye 
Therefoie unto hei mistresse most unkind 
She daily told her love he did^efye , 

And him she told, hei Dame his fieedome did denye 

Yet thus much fiiendship she to hmi did show, 57 
That his scaise chet somewhat v as amended, 

And hib woike lessened, that his love mote grow 
Yet to hei Dame him still she discommended, 
That she with him mote be the moie offended 
Thus he long while in thialdoine theie lemayned, 
Of both holo\ed well, but iitle fi ended, 

Untill ins owne tiue love his fieedome gained 
Inch m an othei Canto will ho best contayned 
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CAITTO VI 

2\ilu!> bungs neiies to Butomait 
of AiteguU tnishap 
Sh?goe<> to seeke him , Doloii meeUs. 
who seekes he) to eiUia^ 




43 




OME men, I wote, will decme in Aitegall i 
Gzcat weakiiesse, and lepoit of him much 
ill, 

Foi }eeldmg so himselfe a wi etched thiall 
To th’ insolent commaund of womens will , 

That all his foimei piaise doth fowly spill 
But he the man, that say oi doe so daie, 

Be well adviz’d that he stand stedfast still , 

For nevei yet w 2 l^ wight so well awaie, 

But he, at fii'st or last, was tiapt in womens snare 

Yet m the stieightnesse of that captive state 2 
This gentle knight himselfe so well behaved. 

That notwithstanding all the subtill bait 
With which those Amazons liib love still craved, 
To hib owne love his loialtie he saved 
"Whose chai actei in th* Adamantine mould 
Of his true hart so fiimely was engi aved, 

That no new loves impression eaei could 
Bei eave it thence such blot his houoiii blemibh should 
Yet his owne love, the noble Biitomait, 3 

Scarse so conceived in her jealous thought. 

What time sad tydingb of his balefull smait 
In womans bondage Talus to her bi ought , 

Bi ought in untimely home, ere it was sought 
Foi aftei that the utmost date assynde 
Foi hib letuine she waited had for nought, 

She gin to cast m hei inibaoubtfrll niynde 
A thousand fcaic'^ tlutloac-sickefancicslainctoljnde 
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Sometime she feaied least some haid mishap 4 
j^ad him misfalne m his adventuious quest, 
Sometune least his false foe did him entiap 
In tiaytioub tiame, or had unwares oppiest , 

But most she did hei tioubled mynd molest, 

And secietly^fflict with jealous feme,* 

^Least some new lovi^had him from hei posse&t 
Yet loth she was, since she no ill did heaie, 

To thmke of him so ill, yet could she not foibeaie 

One while she blam’d hei selfe , another whyle 5 
She him condemn’d as tiustlesse and nnticw , 

And theifj' her giiefe with erioui to begujle, 

•She fayn’d to count the time agame anew, 

As if befoi<? she had not counted tiew 
Tor homes, but dayes , foi weekes that passed weie, 
She told but moneths, to make them seeme moi ef ew , 
Yet when she leckned them, still di awing neaic, 
•Each houi did seeme a moneth, aritL eveiy moneth a 
yeaie 

But when as yet she saw him not letuine, 6 

She thought to send some one to seeke him out , 
But none she found so fit to seive that tmne, 

As hei owne selfe, to ease hei selfe of dout 
ITow she deviz’d, amongst the wailike lout 
Of eiiant Knights, to seeke hei eiiant Knight, 
And then againe resolv’d to hunt him out 
Amongst loose Ladies lapped in delight [spighl 
And then both Knights envide, and Ladies eke did 

One day when as she long had sought foi ease 7 
In eveiy place, and eveiy place thought best, 

Yet found no place that could hei liking please, 
She to a window came that opened AVe&t, 

Towards which coast hei love his way addrest 
There looking foith, shee in hei heait did find 
Many vaine fancies woikmg hei unrest , 

And sent hei winged thoughts, moi e ift then wind, 
To beaae unto hei love the message of hei mind 
IT ^ 
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Theie as &Iie looked long, at last she spide 8 

One commmg townids hei -with hasty speede 
Well weend she then, eie him she pi line de'sciidc, 
That it was one sent fiom hei love indecdc , 

^Xh) when he nigh appioacht, shee mote diedc 
That it lAs Talus, Arteg<ill his giQome 
Wheieat hei heaat was fild#with hope and diede 
Ke would she stay till he in place could come, 

But ran to meete him foith to know his tidings soinme 

Even in the doie him meeting, she begun 9 

‘‘And whexe is he thy Loid, and how fai hence ^ 
Declaie at once and hath he lost or wnn 
The yioii man, albe he wanted sence 
And sou owes feeling, yet, with conscience 
Of his ill newes, did mly chill and quake, 

And stood still mute, as one in great suspence , 

As if that by l^^s silence he would make 
Her lathei leade his meaning then him selfc it spake 

Till she againe thus sayd “ Talus, be bold, lo 
And tell what evei it be, good or bad. 

That fiom thy tongue thy hearts intent doth hold ” 
To whom he thus at length “ The tidings sad, 
That I would hide, will needs, I see, be rad 
My Loi d youi love by hard mishap doth he 
In wretched bondage, wofully best id ” 

“Ay me,” (quoth she) “what wicked destinie^ 
And IS he vanquisht by hib tyi ant enemy ^ ” 

“ Hot by that Tyiaiit, his intended foe, ii 

But by a Tyrannesse,” (he then replide) 

“ That him ciptived hath in haplesse woe ” 

“ Cease, thou bad newes-man ’ badly doest thou hide 
Thy maisters shame, in hailots bondage tide 
The rest my selfe too leadily can spell ” 

With that in rage she turn’d from him aside, 
Forcing m vame the rest to her to tell , 

And to hei chamber went like solitaiy cell 
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Theie she began to make bei inonefull plaint 13 
4gainst bei Knigbt toi being so untiew, 

And Ima to touch with filshoods fowle ‘ittaint, 

That all Ins othei honoui oveithiew 

Oft did she bl ime hei selfe, and often^i ci7, 

Foi yecldmg«to i stiaungeis lo-ve so light, 

^ Whose life and maii»oib sti lunge she nevci knew , 
And eveimoie she did him shaipely twight 
Fox bleach of faith to hei, which he had fiimely plight 

And then she m hei •wiathfull will did cast 
How to 3ie\ enge that blot of honom blent, 

^To fight with him, and goodly die hei last 
And then ^iiiie she did hei selfe toiment, 
Inflicting on lici selfe his punishment 
A while she walkt, and chauft , a while she thicw 
Hei selfe uppon hei bed, and did lament 
Yet did she not lament with loude alew, 

As women wont, but with deepesighcs and singulfs few 

Like as a waywaid chilcle, whose soundei sleepe 14 
Is bioken with some feaiefull dieames affiight, 
With fiowaid i»ill doth set him selfe to wcepe, 

He can be stild foi all his nuises m»ght, 

But kicks, and squals, and shiiekeb foi fell despight , 
How sciatchmg hci, and hci loose locks misusing. 
How seeking dnknesse, and now seeking light, 
Then ciaying sucke, and then the sucke lef using 
Such was this Ladies fit in hei loves fond acfusmcr 

But when she had with such unquiet fits 15 

Her selfe theie close afflicted long m -v nine, 

Yet found no casement m hei tioubled wits, 

She unto Talus foith return’d againe, 

By change of pi ice seeking to ease hei painc, 

And gan enquiie of him with myldei mood 
The certaine cause of Aitegals detaine, 

And what he did, and in what state he stood, 

And whethei he did woo, or whether he weie woo’d ^ 
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“ Ah wellaway * ” (sayd then the yion man ) 1 1 

“ That he is not the while m state to woo , 

But lies in wi etched thialdome, weake and in, 
Not by strong hand compelled theieunlo, 

But his o\yne doome, that none can now nndoo 
“ Sayd I not then” (quoth slice), “/31 while aught, 
That this is thing compacte 'betwixt you two, 

Me to decen e ot f nth unto me plight. 

Since that he was not loist, 1101 o\eiconie 111 fight 

With til it he gan at laige to hei chlito 17 

The whole discomse of his captivance Sr*d, 

In soit as ye have lieaid the same of late 
All which when she with hard endui^unce h ul 
Heaid to the end, she was light soie bestad. 

With sodaine stonnds of wiatli and giief attone, 
Ne would abide, till she had aunsweie made, 

But sti eight he>« selfc did dight, and aimoi don, 
And mounting to hei steede bad Talus guide hei on 

So foith she lode uppon hei leady way, 18 

To seeke hei Knight, as Talus hei did guide 
Sadly she lode, and nevei woid did say 
Noi good noi bad, ne e\ei lookt aside. 

But still light downe , and in hei thought did hide 
The felnes&e of her heait, light fully bent 
To fieice avengeinent of that womans piide. 

Which had hei Lord m hex base piison pent. 

And so gieat honoiii with so fowlc lepioch had blent 

So as she thua mclancholicke did iide, " 19 

Chawing the cud of giiefe and iiiwaid painc^J 
She chaunst to meete, towai d the even-tide, 

A Knight that softly paced on the plame, 

As it him selfe to solace he wei e fame 
Well shot 111 jeaies he seem’d, and lather bent 
To peace then needlesse tiouble to constiaine, 

As well by a lew' of that his vestmient, 

As by his modest semblxnt that no eull ment 
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lie coinining neaie gaii gently hei salute 20 

With cuiteoua woids, m the most comely wize, 
Who though debiious lathei* to lest mute, 

Then leimea to ontutune of common guize, 

Yet lathei then she kiiidiie&bc would desjnze, 

She would hei selte diaplease , so hiuT 1 cquite 
Then gan the othe^;furthei to devize 
Of things abrode, as next to hand did light, 

And many things deinaund, to w Inch she answei ’d light 

Foi little lubt had she to talke of ought, 21 

Or ought to heue that mote delightfull bcc 
Ilei minde was whole po^sesbed of one thought. 
That gave none olhei pi ice Which when ib Ik c 
B y outwafd signeb (ub well he might) did see, 

He list no len^ei to use lothfull speach, 

But hei besought to t iko it well m giee, 

Sitli shady dampe had dimd th<^ heavens leach, 

To lodge with him that night, unles good cause empcach 

The Championesse, now seeing night at doic, 22 
Was gUd to yecld unto Ins good leiiue^t, 

And with him went without game "ay mg moie 
Not fine iway, but little wide by West, 

His dwelling was, to which he him addiest 
Where soone u living they leceived weie 
In seemely wise, as them beseemed best , 

Foi he, then host, them goodly well did cheai c, 
And talk’t of pleasant thingb the night away to wcaie 

Thus passing th’ evening well, till time of lest, 23 
Th*en Biitomaifc unto a bowie was hi ought, 

Whei e gi oomes awayted hei to have undi est , 

But she ne would undiessed be foi ought, 

Ne dofie her aimcs, though he hci much besought 
Foi she had vow’d, she sayd, not to foi go 
Those wailike weedes, till she revenge had wrought 
Of 1 late wrong uppon a moitall foe , 

W inch she would suie pei tonne, betide hai w cle 01 wo 
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Which when then Host peicen’d, light discontent 24 
In mmde he giew, foi teuie least by that ait 
He should lub pm pose inisse, ^\hl(h close he inent 
Yet t iking leave of hei lie did depait 
Theie all that night leiii lined Bntom ait, 
Restlesse,’lecomfoitlcbbC, with heii^dcepc giieaed, 
IsTot faufioiing the leisfc twiiK^dmg slcepe to stait 
Into hei e}e, which Ih’ heait mote have lelieaed , 
Butif thcleast appeal’d, hci c} es she sti eight lepiicvcd 

“ Ye guilty eyes,” (sayd bhe) “ the which with guyle 2 5 
My heait at fiist l)etia}d, will )e betiay 
My life now too, foi which a little whyie 
Ye will not avatch ^ false watches, well away ^ 

I wote when ye did watch both inghf and day 
Unto } oui lo&se , and now needes will y 0 sleepe ’ 
How have made my heait to wake alwa}, 

How will ye sleepe^ ah* wake, and lathci atreepe 
To thmke of youi flights want, that should ye waking 
keepe ” 

Thus did she watch, and weaie the weaiy night 26 
In waylfull plaintb that none wab to appease , 

How walking soft, now sitting still upiight, 

As sundiy chaiinge hei seemed best to ease 
He lesse did Talus suffer sleepe to seaze 
His eye-lids sad, but watcht continually, 

Lying without hei doie m great disease 
Like to a Spaniell waytmg cai efully 
Least any should betiay his Lady tieacheiously 

What time the native Belman of the night, -27 
The biid that warned Petei of his fall, 

Fust lings his silvei Bell t’ each sleepy wight, 
That should then mmdes up to devotion call, 

She heaid a wondrous noise below the hall 
All sodaniely the bed, where she should he, 

By a false trap was let adowne to fall 
Into a lowei roome, and by and by 
The loft was raysd agame, that no man could it spie 
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With sight whereof she was dismay d right soie, 28 
Perceiving well the tieason which was ment , 

Tet stirred not at all lor doubt ol more, 

But kept her place with couiage con^dent, 
Waytino what 'would ensue of that event 
It was not long beloie she heaid the ^und 
Of aimed men comig^img 'with close intent 
Towaidb hei chambei , at iihich dieadlull stound 
She quickly caught hei swoid, and shield about hei 
bound 

With that theie came unto hei chambei doie 29 
Two Knights all aimed leidy foi to fight, 

And aftei them full many othei moie, 

A laskall i^ut, with weapons ludely dight 
Whome soone as Talus spide by glims of night, 

He staited up, theie wheie on ground he lay. 

And m his hand his thieshei ready keight 
They seeing that let diive at hii'i stieightwa}, 

And lound about him pieace in iiotous aiay 

But, soone as he began to lay about 30 

With his lude yion flaile, they gan to flie, 

Both aimed Knights and eke unarmed lOut, 

Yet Talus aftei them apace did plie, 

Where evei m the darke he could them spie, 

That here and theie like scattied sheepe they lay 
Then, hacke returning wheie his Dame did he, 

He to hei told the stoiy of that fiay, 

And all that tieason theie intended did bewiay 

Wi^erewith though wondrous wioth, and inly burning 
To fee avenged foi so fowle a deede, 

Yet bemg foist to abide the daies leturnmg, 

She theie lemam’d, but with light wary heede, 
Least any moie such practise should pioceede 
Now mote ye know (that which to Biitomait 
Unknowen was) whence all this did pi oceede , 
And for what cause so great mischievous smart 
Was ment to hei that never evill ment in hart 
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The ^oodman of this house was Dolon hii^ht , 32 

A man of subtill wit and wicked minde, 

That whilome in his youth had bene a Knight, 
And aimes had home, hut little good could finde 
And much letsse honoui by that warlike kinde 
Of life fji he was nothing \aloious, 

But with she shiftes and w ijes did underminde 
All noble Knights, which were adventurous, 

And many brought to shame by tieason treacherous 

He hadthiee sonnes, all three like fatheis sonnes, 33 
Like treacheious, like full of fiaud and guile, 

Of all that on this eaithly compasse woiines , 

The eldest of the which was slaine ei ewhile 
By Aitegall, thiough his owne guiltf wile 
Ills name was Guizoi , whose untimely fate 
Foi to avenge, full many tieasons vile 
His fathei Dolon had deviz’d of late 
With thesehis wicked sons, and shewd his canki ed hate 

Foi suie he weend that this his piesent guest 34 
Was Aitegall, by many tokens plaine , 

But chiefly by that yron page he ghest, 

^Vhlch still was wont with Aitegall lemaine , 

And theiefoie ment him suiely to have slaiiie 
But by Gods giace, and hei good heedinesse. 

She was pieserved fioni then tiaytious tiaine 
Thus she all night woie out in watchfulnesse, 

He sufiied slothfull sleepe hei eyelids to oppresse 

The moiiow next, so soone as dawning houre .,35 
Discoveied had the light to living eye, 

She forth yssew’d out of hei loathed bowie, 

With full intent t’ avenge that villiny 
On that vilde man and all his family , 

And commmgdown to seeke themwheiethey wond, 
FToi sue, noi sonnes, nor any could she spie 
Each lowme she sought, but them all empty fond 
The^ all weie fled foi feme, but whether, nether kond 
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She saw it vame to make theie lengu stay, 36 
But tooke hei steede , and tlieieon mounting light 
Gan hei addie^se unto hei foiinei way 
She had not iid the mountenance of i flight, 

But that she saw theie piebent m Iici sight 
Those two false biethien on that poi^llous Bridge, 
On which Pollenti^ with Aitegall did fight 
Straight was the passage, like a ploughed iidge, 
That, if two met, the one mote needs fall over the hdge 

Theie they did thinkc them selves on hei to wieake. 
Who ^ she nigh unto them chew, the one 
These vile lepioches gan unto hci speake 
“ Thou lecieant filse traytoi, that with lone 
Of u me Aiast knighthood stolne, yet Knight ai tnone, 
Ko moie shall now the daikenesse of the night 
Defend thee fiom the vengeance of thy fone 
But with thy hloud thou shal^appease the spiight 
Of Gnizoi by thee slaine, and muidied by thy slight ” 

Sti ang e wei e the woi ds in Bi itomai tis eai e, 38 

Yet stayd she not foi them, but forward faied, 

Till to the peiillous Budge she came, and there 
Talus desii’d that he might have piepaied 
The way to hei, and those two loseh scaied , 

But she thereat was wi oth, that foi despight 
The glauncing spaikles thioiigh hei hevei glared, 
And from her eies did flash out fiery light, 

Like coles that through a silver Censer sparkle bright 

She stayd not to advise which way to take, 39 

But putting spuiies unto hei fiery beast, 
Thorough the midst of them she way did make 
The one of them, which most her wrath incieast, 
Uppon her spear e she bore before her bieast, 

Till to the Budges further end she past , 

Where falling downe his challenge he releast 
The other over side the Budge she cast 
Into the river, where he drunke his deadly last 
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As when the flashing levin haps to light 40 

Uppon two bill bboi lie oikes, which stand so nea;^e 
Thit way betwivt them none appeal es in sight , 
The Eng in, fiercely flying foith, doth teaie 
Til’ one fiom the eaith, and through the aiie doth 
beai e , 

The othei it with foice doth «»veithiow 
Uppon one side, and fiom his rootes doth reaie 
So did the Chainpionesse those two there sti ow, 
And to then sue their carcasses left to bestow 
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CANTO YII 

Biitomait comes to Lis Ckwchy 
Wheie shee stianoe visions sees 
iS/ifi with Eadigmidj hei sl^m^ 
*lnd Aj tegall thence pees 




W 






S OUGHT IS on eaitli more sacicd oi di\me, i 
Thai Gods and men doe equally adoie, 
dien tliis same veituethat doth light delme 
Foi tk’ Kerens tliemsehes, whence moitil men 
imploae 

Right in then wiongs, aie iiil’d by iighteous loie 
Of highest Jove, who doth tiue justice dexle 
To his infeiioui Gods, and eveimoie 
Thei ewith containes his heavei^y Common -weale 
The skill wheieof to Piinceb hearts he doth ie\ealc 


Well theiefoie did the antique woild invent s 
That Justice was a God ot soveiaine giace, 

And altais unto him and temples lent, 

And heavenly honoius in the highest place , 
Calling him gieat Objnib, of the lace 
Oi Ih’ old Egyptian Kings that whylome weie 
With fayned colours shading a tiue case , 

Foi that Obyiis, whitest he lived heie, 

The justest man alive and truest did appeal e 

His wife was Isis , whom they likewise made 3 
A«Goddebse of great powie and soveiaintj, 

And in hei peison cunningly did shade 
That part of Justice which is Equity, 

Wheieof I have to tieat heie presently 
Unto whose temple when as Biitomait 
Arrived, shee with gieat humility 
Bid enter m, ne would that night depart , 

But Talus mote not be admitted to her part 
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There she leceived was m goodly wize 4 

01 many Piiests, which duely did attend 
Uppon the iites and daily sacrifize, 

Ail clad in liuneii lobes with silvci hemd , 

And on then headb, with long locks comely kemd, 
They woi?' iich Mities shaped like the Moone, 

To shew that Isis doth the Moone pbi tend , 

Like as Osyiis signifies the Sunne 
For that they both like race in equall justice runne 

The Championesse them gieeting, as she could, 5 
Was thence by them into the Temple led , 

Whose goodly building when she did bc^iould, 

Borne uppon st itely pilloui s, all dispi ed 
With shining gold, and aichod ovei K^d, 

She wondied at the woiknians passing skill, 

Whose like befoic she nevei saw noi icd , 

And theieuppon long while stood gazing still, 

But thought that sue thei eon could ne\ ei gaze hei fill ^ 

Thence foith unto the Idoll they hei bi ought, 6 
The which was fiamed ail of silvei fine, 

So well as could with cunning hand be wi ought, 
And clothed all in gaiments made of line, 

Hemd all about with fringe of silvei twine 
Uppon her head she ore a Crowne of gold , 

To shew that she had powie m things divine 
And at hei feete a Crocodile was lold, 

That with hei wi eathed taile her middle did enfold 

One foote was set \ippon the Ciocodile, 7 

And on the giound the othei fast did stand 
So meaning to ^uppiesse both foiged guile 
And open foice and m her othei hand 
She sti etched forth a long white sclender wand 
Such was the Goddesse whom when Biitomait 
Had long beheld, her selfe uppon the land 
She did prostrate, and with right humble halt 
Unto her selfe hei silent prayeis did impait 
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To which the Idoll, as it -vvei e inclining, 8 

Jlei wand did move with ainuihle looke, 

By outward shew hei inwaid sence desining 
Who well peiceiving how her wand she shook c, 

It as a token of good fortune tooke • 

By thib the day with dampe was oveicast, 

And joyous light tlfh house of Jove foisookc , 
Which when she saw hei helmet she unlastc, 

And by the <dtais side her selfe to slumhei plaste 

Foi othoi beds the Piiests theie used none, 9 

But on^heii mothei Earths deaie lap did lie, 

And bake then sides uppon the cold liai d stone, 

T’ enuie t^em sehes to suffeiaunce thereb}, 

And pioud lebelhous flesh to moitify 
Foi by the vow of then leligion, 

They ticdweie to steadfast chastity 
And continence of life, that, alVfoigon, 

They mote the bettei tend to then devotion 

Theiefoie they mote not taste of fleshly food, 10 
ITe feed on ought the which doth bloud containe, 
Ne diinke of wine, foi wine, they say, is blood, 
Even the bloud of Gy ants, which weie slame 
By thundrmg Jove 111 the Phlegiean plaine 
Poi which the eaith (as they the stoiy tell) 

Wioth with the Gods, which to peipetuall paine 
Had damn’d hei sonnes which gainst them did rebcll, 
With inward giiefe and malice did against them swell 

Arfd of then vitall bloud, the which was shed 1 1 
Into hei piegnant bosome, foith she brought 
The fiuitfull vine , whose hquoi blouddy led, 
Having the mindes of men with fury fi aught, 
Mote in them stiiie up old lebellious thought 
To make new war re against the Gods againe 
Such IS the powie of that same fiuit, that nought 
The fell contagion may theieof restr«une, 

He within leasons rule her madding mood containe 
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Theie did tlie warlike Maide hei selfe leposc, is 
Undei the wingji of Ibis all that night , 

And with swede i est hei heavy eyes did close, 
Altei that long daies toile and weaiy plight 
Where wiliest hei eiithly paits with soft delight 
Ot bencelcsse sleepe did deeply di owned he, 

Thcie did appeal e unto her Reavenly spnght 
A ^/oudious vision, which did close implic 
The com be of all hei foitnne and posteritie 

Hei seem’d, as she was doing saciifizc i'3 

To Isis, deekt with Mitre on hei hed 
And linnen stole aftei those Piiestes guizc, 

All sodainely she saw tiansfigmed 
Hei Imnen stole to looe of scailet led. 

And Moone-like Mitie to a Ciowne of gold , 

That even she hei selfe much wondered 
At such a chaunge, and joyed to behold 
Hei selfe adorn’d with gems and jewels manifold 

And in the midst of hei felicity, 14 

An hideous tempest seemed fiom below 
To rise thiough all the Temple sodainely, 

That fi om the Altar all '•bout did blow 
The holy fiie, and aU the ombeis stiow 
Uppon the ground , which, kindled privily. 

Into outiagious flames unwares did giow, 

That all the Temple put in jeopauly 
Of flaming, and hei selfe in great peiplexity 

With that the Ciocodilo, which sleeping lay *15 
Undei the Idols feete in feaielesse bowie, 

Seem’d to awake in horrible dismay, 

As being troubled with that stormy stowie , 

And gaping gieedy wide did streight devoure 
Both flames and tempest with which gi owen great, 
Andswolne with pride of his owne peeielesse powic, 
He gan to thi eaten her likewise to eat , 

But that the Goddesse with hei lod himbacke did beat 



C YII THE FAERIE QITEENE 31 

Tho turning all lus piidc to huniblesse mceke, i6 
Him selfe beloie her feete he lowly thiew, 

And gan foi giace and love of hei to sedcc, 

Winch she accepting, he so ncaie hei diow 
That of his game she sooue enwombc^ giew, 

And foith (lid bung a Lion of gieat might, 

That shoitly did a othei beasts subdcw 
With that she waked full of feaicfull flight. 

And doubtfully dismaj d thi ough that so uncouth sight 

So theieuppon long while she musing lay, 17 

With t ousand thoughts feeding hei fantasic, 

Untill she spide the lampe of lightsome day 
Up-lifted^n the poich of heaven hie 
Then up she lose fi aught with melancholy, 

And forth into the lowei paits did pas, 

Whereas the Piiestes she found full busily 
About then holy things foi m low Mas , 

Whom she salutmg faire, fane lesaiuted was 

But by the change of hei uncheaiefull looke, iS 
They might peiceive she was not well in plight, 

Oi that some pensivenesse to heart she tooke 
Theiefoie thus one of them, who seem’d in sight 
To be the gieatest and the giavest wight, 

To hei bespake “ Sir Knight, it «?eemeb to me, 
Tint thorough cvill lest of thib list night, 

Oi ill apayd 01 much dit.ma} d y e be , 

That by yoni change of diene is cisie foi to see ” 

‘‘ €eites,” (say (1 she) “ sith ye so well have spide 19 
Th*e troublous passion of my pensive mind, 

I will not seeke the same from you to hide , 

But will my caies unfolde, m hope to find 
Your aide to guide me out of enoui blind ” 

“ Say on” (quoth he) “ the secret of your hart. 
For by the holy vow winch me doth bind, 

I am adjui’d best counsell to impait 
To all that shall leqiine my comfort in then smart” 
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Then gan she to declaie the whole di&couise 20 
Of all that vision winch to liei appeal d, 

As well PS to hei mmde it had lecomse 
All which when he unto the end had hcaid. 

Like to a ^ealce famt-heaited man he faied 
Thiough gieat astonishment of thatfstiange sight, 
And, with long locks iip-siaiS^hng stifly, staled 
Like one adawed with some dreadfull spi ight 
So, fild with heavenly fuiy, thus he her hehight 

“ IMagnificke Viigin, that in queint disguise 21 
Of Biitish aimes doest maske thy royall^hlood, 

So to puisne a peiillous empiize, [hood,. 

How couldst thou weene, thiough tl^t disguized 
To hide thy state fiom being undei stood ^ 

Can fioni th’ imnioitall Gods ought hidden bee^ 
They doe thy linage, and thy Loidly biood, 

They doe thy sine 1 imentmg soic foi thee, 

They doe thy love foiioine in womens thialdome sec 

** The end wheieof, and all the long event, 22 

They do to thee in this same dieamc discovei , 

Foi that same Ciocodile doth lepresent 
The iighteous Knight that is thy faithfull lovei. 
Like to Osyris in all just endever 
For that same Crocodile Osyiis is, 

That undei Isis feete doth sleepe foi evei , 

To shew that clemence oft, in things amis, 

Resti aines those sterne behests and ci uell doomes of his 

“ That Knight shall all the troublous stoimes ass;wage 
And raging flames, that many foes shall 1 eai e 
To hinder thee fiom the just heiitage 
Of thy sues Ciowne, and fiom thy countiey deaie 
Then shalt thou take him to thy loved fei c, 

And joy 11 in equall poition of thy lealme , 

And afteiwaids a sonne to him shalt beaie. 

That Lion-like shall shew his powie extieame 
So blesse thee God, and gne thee joyance of thy 
dieame ’ ” 
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All which, when she unto the end had heaid, 24 
She much was eased in hei tioublous thought, 

•And on those Piiests bestowed iich lewiid , 

And loyall gifts ot gold and silver wi ought 
She foi a piesent to thou Goddesse bi ought 
Then taknig leave of them, she foiWc^d went 
To seeke h^i loie, where he was to he sought, 

"Ne lested till she came without lelent 
Unto the land of Amazons, as she was bent 

Wheieof when iiewes to Radigund was bi ought, 2^ 
Not with amaze, as women wonted bee, 

She wjfo confused m hei tioublous thought , 

But fild with coinage and with jo}ous glee, 

As glad t< 7 heaie of aimes, •‘he which now she 
Had long suiceast, she bad to open bold, 

That she the face of hei new ioe might see 
But when they of that yron man had told, [hold 
Which late hei tolkc had slaine, slie bad them foith to 

So tlieie without the gate, (as seemed best) 26 
She caused hei Pa-vilion to be pight , 

In which stout Biitomut hei selte did lest, 

Whiles Talus watched at the doie all niijht 
All night likewise they of the towne in iii^ht 
Uppon then wall good watch and waid did keepe 
The moiiow ne\t, so soone as dawning light 
Bad doe away the dimpe of diouzie sleepe, 

The warlike Amazon out of hei bowie did peepe 

And caused sti eight a Tiumpet loud to shiill, 27 
Ta w line hei foe to battcll soone be pie&t 
ho, long before awoke, (foi she ful ill 
Could sleepe all night, that in unquiet biest 
Did closely harboui such a jeilous guest) 

Was to the battell whilome leady dight 
Eftsoones that waiiiomcssc with haughty ciest 
Did forth issue all leady for the fight 
On th’ other side hei foe appeaud soo ic m sight 
IV n 
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But eie they i eared liand the Amazone aS 

Began the sti eight conditions to propound, 

With which she used still to t} e hei fone, 

To sei\e liei so as she the lest had bound 
Which when the othei heaid, she sternly fiownd 
Poi h’gh (^sdaine of such indignit}, 

And would no lengei tieat, Tjut bad them sound 
Poi hei no othci teimes should evei tie 
Then what presciibed weie by lawes of chcvahie 

The Trumpets sound, and they togethei lun 29 
With greedy rage, and with then faulchins smot , 
Ke eithei sought the others strokes to sElin, 

But thiough great fuiy both their skill forgot. 

And practicke use in armes, ne spar^l not 
Then dainty parts, which nature had created, 

So fane and tender without staine or spot, 

Foi other uses then they them tr anslated , [hated 
Which they now h?*ckt and hewd as if such use they 

As when a Tygie and a Lionesse 30 

Are met at spoyling of some hungiy pray, 

Both challenge it with equall greedinesso 
But fiist the T}gie clawcs theieon did lay, 

And therefore, loth to loose hei light awa'v, 

Doth in defence thereof full stontl} stond 
To which the Lion stionglj doth gniiiesay, 

That she to hunt the beast hist tooko 111 bond , 
And thciefoic ought it have wheie ever she it fond 

Full fieieely Liyde the Amazon about, 31 

And dealt hei blowes unmercifully soie, c 
Which Britomait withstood with com age stefut, 
And them rcpaide ogaine with double more 
So long they fought, that all the grassie flore 
Was fild with blond which fi om their sides did flow, 
And gushed thiough then armes, that all in goic 
They ti ode, and on the giound then lives did sti ow. 
Like fruitles seede, of which untimely death should 
glow 
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At last pioud Iladigund, %7itli fell despiglit, 32 
Having by cbaunce espide advantage noaic, 

I?et drive at liei witb all liei di eadfiill iniglit, 

And thus upbiayding said “ This token bene 
Unto the man whom thou doest love so^(lea> e , 
And tell him^oi his sake thy life thou gaiest ” 
Which spitefull woicis she, soie engrie\’d to hcaie, 
Thus answei’d “ Lewdly thou my lo-^e dcpia^v Obt, 
Who shortly must repent that now so vainely biavest ” 

Nath’lcsse that stroke so ciuell passage found, 33 
That glajjncmg on her shoulder plate it bit 
Unto the bone, and made a griesly wound, 

That she hej. shield, through raging smart of il, 
Could scarse uphold yet soone she it leqiut , 

Tor, having force mcreast through turious panic, 
She her so rudely on the helmet smit 
That It empieiced to the very biaine, 

•And her proud person low prostrated on the pLune 

Where being layd, the wiothfuli Biitonessc 34 
Stayd not till she came to her selfe ag une, 

But in revenge both of her loves distiesse 
And her late -vile leproch though vaunted vaine. 
And also of her wound which sore did pame, 

She with one ‘^tioke both head and helmet cleft 
‘\VInch dieadfull sight when all her waihko tiaino 
Theie piesent saw, each one of sence beicft 
Tied fist into the townc, and her sole victoi left 

But yet so fast they could not home retrate, 35 
But that swift Talus did the foimost win , 

And pressing through the pieace unto the gate, 
Pelmell with them attonce did enter in 
There then a piteous slaughter did begin , 

For all that ever came within his reach 
He with his yron dale did thresh so thin, 

That he no worke at all left for the leach [peach 
Like to an hideous stoime, which nothing may em- 
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And now by tins the noble Conqneiesse 36 

Her selfe came in, hei glt>iy to paitake , 

Wheie, though levengefull vow she did pioftsse, 
Yet when she saw the heapes which he did make 
Of slau^htied caikasses, her lieaxt did qualce 
Foi \eiy luth, which did it almosj; live, 

That she his fuiy willed hwn to slake 
For else he sm e had left not one alive , 

But all, m his revenge, of spiiite would depiive 

Tho when she had his execution stayd, 37 

She foi that yion piisoii did enquiie, ^ 

In which hei wi etched love was captive layd 
Which bieaking open with indignant ire, 

She entied into all the partes entiie , 

Wheie when she saw that lothly uncouth sight 
Of men disguiz’d in womanishe attiie. 

Her heait gaij, giudge foi veiy deepe despight 
Of so unmanly maske in iniseiy misdight 

At last when as to hei owne Love she came, 3S 
Whom like disguize no lesse deformed had, 

At sight thei eof abasht with secrete shame 
She tuind hei head aside, as nothing glad 
To have beheld a spectacle so bad , 

And then too well believ’d that, which tofoie 
Jealous suspect as tiue untruely diad 
Which \aine conceipt now nouiishing no moie. 

She sought with 1 uth to salve his sad misfoi tunes soie 

Not so great wondei and astonishment 39 

Did the most chast Penelope possesse 
To see hei Loid, that was reported dient 
And dead long since in doloious distrcsse. 

Come home to hei in piteous wietchednesse, 

After long tiavell of full twenty yeares , 

That she knew not his favouis likelynesse, 

For many scaiies and many hoaiy heares, 

But stood long stai mg on him mongst uncei tame feares 
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“ Ali, my dcaie Loid ^ what sight is thib^** quoth &he, 
► ^ What May-game hath misfoitune made of }ou^ 
Wheie lb that dieadfull manly looked wheie be 
Those mighty iDalmes, the which ye wont t' embiew 
In bloud of Kmgb, and gieat hoastes t# subdew 
Could oughlr on eaitli so wondious change have 
wi ought, • 

As to have robde you of that manly hew ® 

Could bo gieat courage stouped ha\e to ought ^ 
Then, farewell fleshly foicc , I see thy pude is nought '* 

Thencefoi^li she streight into a bowie him bi ought, 41 
And caubd him those uncomely weedes undight , 
And in then sleede foi othei moment sought, 
Wheieof theie was gieat store, and armois biight, 
Which had bene left fiom many 1 noble Knight, 
Whom that pioud Amazon bubdewed had, 

Whilest Foitune favouid hei sugeebse m fight 
In which when iis she him anew had clad, 

She was leviv’d, and joy d much in hib semblance glad 

So theie a while they aftei wards remained, *,.2 
Him to refiesh, and hei late wounds to heale 
Duung which space she theie as Pimces lained, 
And changing all that foime of common weale 
The liberty of women did repeale, 

Which they had long usurpt , and, them lebtoiiiig 
To mens subjection, did tiue Ju&tice dcale, 

That all they, as a Goddesse hei adoiing, 

Her wisedome did admue, and hearknedto hei loi ng 

Foi all those Knights, which long in captive shade 43 
Had shiowded bene, she did fioin thialdome fiee, 
And magistrates of all that city made, 

And gave to them great living and lai ge fee 
And that they should foi e\er faithfull bee, 

Made them sweare fealty to Artegall , 

Who when him selfe now well recui’d did see. 

He puiposd to piocecd, what so be fall, 

Uppon his first adventure which him forth did call 
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Full sad and soiiowfull was Biitomait 44 

Foi his depaituie, hei new cause of giiefe, 

Yet wisely model ated hei owne smart, 

Seeing Ins honoi, wliick slie tendied clnefe, 
Consisteo^ much in that adventuies piiefe 
The cai e whei eol, and hope of his < 5 uccesse, 

G ive unto hei gi eat comfof t and reliefe , 

That womanish coinpl imts she did repi esse, 

And tempi cd foi the time hei present heavmesse 

Thei e she continu’d foi a cei tame space, 45 

Till thiough his want hei woe did moi^r mciease 
Then hoping that the change of aiie and place ^ 
Would change hei pame, and soirow ^mewhat ease, 
She pai 1 cd thence hei anguish to appease 
Meane while hei noble Loid sii Ai teg ill 
Went on his way , ne evei howie did cease, 

Till he 1 edeeimd had that Lady thi all 
That for anothei Canto will moie fitly fill 
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OUGHT undei heaven so stiongly doth 
allme [possesse, 

^ The seiice of raan, and all his minde 
As beauties lovely haite, that doth piocuie 
Great waiiioms oft then iigoui to lepiesse, 

And mighty hands foiget then manlmesse , 
Diawne with the pome of an heait-robbing eye, 
And wrapt in letteis of a golden tiesse, 

That can with melting pleasaunte molhfye 
Then haidned heaits, enui’d to blond and ciuelty 


So whylome leaind that mighty Jewish STvaine, 2 
Each of whose lockes did match a man in might, 
To lay his spoiles bcfoie his iemans liaine 
So also did that gieat Oetean Knight 
Foi his loves sake his Lions skin undight, 

And so did warlike Antony neglect 
The woilds whole lule foi Clcopatias sight 
Such wondious powie hath wemens tine aspect 
To capti\e men, and make them all the woild 1 eject 


Yet could it not steine Aitegall retame, 3 

Kdi hold fiom suite of hit) avowed quest, 

Which he had undertane to Gionane , 

But left hi3 love, albe hei stiong request, 

Fane Britomait in languoi and umest. 

And lode him selfe uppon his first intent 
Ke day noi night did ever adly lest , 

Ke wight but onely Talus with him went, 

The tine guide of his way and veituous go\ einment 
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So travelling, he chaunst fai off to heed 4 

A Damzell, filing on a palfiey fast 
Befoi 0 two Knights that aftei hei did speed 
With all then powie, iiid liei tull fieicely chast 
In hope Jo ha\e hei oveihent at last 
Yet fled she fast, and both them farre outwent, 
Gained with wings of fearer like fowle aghast, 
With locks all loose, and layment all to rent , 

And evei as she rode hei eye was backewai d bent 

Soone after these he saw anothei Knight, 5 

That ciftei those two foimei lode apac^ 

With speaie m lest, and prickt with all his might 
So 1 an they all, as they had bene at^bace. 

The} being chased th xt did othci s chace 
At length he saw the hindmost oveitake 
One ol those two, and foice him luine his face , 
Howevei loth }io wei e his way to slake, 

Yet mote he algates now abide, and answeie make 

But tlf othei still piusffd the feaiefull Mi}d, 6 
Who still from him as last away did file, 

Ke once foi ought hei speedy passage sta} d. 

Till that at length she did befoi e hei spie 
Sii Aitegxll , to whom she stiaight did hie 
With gl idfull hast, in hope of him to get 
Succom against hei gieedy enimy 
Who seeing hei appiocli gan foiwaid set 
To save her fioni hei feaie, and him fiom foice to let 

But he, like hound full greedy of his pray, 7 

Being impatient of impediment, 

Continu’d still his couise, and by the way 
Thought with Ills speaie him quight have ovei went 
So both togethei, ylike felly bent, 

Like ficicely met But Aitegall was stronger. 
And bettei skild m Tilt and Tuinxmenl, 

And boie him quite out of his saddle, longer 
Then two spcaies length So inischiefe overmatcht 
the wioiiGci 
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And m Ins fall misfoitune him niistooke , 8 

Foi on hits head unhappily he pight, 

^rhat his owne waight his neeke asundei bioke, 
And letl thei e dead Meane while the other Knight 
Defeated had the othei fay tour quigh|, 

And all his JdowcIs m his body blast 
Whom leaving thei» in that dispiteous plight, 

He 1 an still on, thinking to follow fast 
Hib other fellow Pagan which before him past 

In stead of whom finding there leady piest 9 

Sir Artegall, without disci etion 
He at mi lan with leady speaie in lest , 

Who, seeing him come still so fieicely on, 

Against him made agame So both anon 
Togethei met, and stiongly eithei stiooke 
And bioke their speares , yet neithei has foigon 
His horses backe, yet to and fi o long shooke 
And tottred, like two towies which thiough a tempest 
quooke 

But when againe they had ieco\ered sence, lo 
They drew then swords, in mind to make amendss 
Poi what then speaies hadfayld of their pietence 
Which when the Damzell, who those deadly ends 
Of both hei foes had seene, and now hei fiends 
Foi liei beginning a moie feaiefull fiay. 

She to them lunnes in hast, and her haire lends, 
Crying to them their ciueil hands to stay, 

Untill they both do heare what she to them will &a\ 

They stayd then hands, when she thus gan to speaice 
“ Ah gentle Knights ’ what nicane j e thus unwiaC 
Upon youi selves anutheis wiong to wieake ^ 

I am the wiong’d, whom ye did enteipnse 
Both to lediesse, and hothredrest likewise 
Witnesse the Paynims both, whom ye may see 
There dead on giound What doe ye then devise 
Of moie re'venge ^ if more, then I am shee 
Which was the i oote of all end youi i evcngc on mec ” 
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Whom when they heaid so say, they lookt about 12 
To weete if it weie tiue as she had told , 

Wheie when they saw their foes dead out of doubt, 
Eftsoones they gan then wiothfull hands to hold, 
And Yei^ailes leaie cich*othei to behold 
Tho when as Aitegall did Aithme^vew, 

So fane a cieature and sowondious bold, 

He much admned both his heart and hew. 

And touched with intiie affection nigh him diew , 

Saying, “ Sir Knight, of paidon I you pray, 13 
That all unweeting ha\e you wiong’u tjius soie, 
Suffiing my hand against my heart to stray , 
Which if ye pleise forgive, I will theiefoie 
Yeeld foi amends my selfe youis eveimoie, 

Ox what so penaunce shall by you be led” 

To whom the Piince Ceites me needeth inoie 
To Clave the s^jime , whom eiioui so misled, 

As that I did mistake the living foi the ded 

“ But, sith ye please that both om blames shall die, 
Amends may fox the tiespasse soone be made, 
Since neither is endainadg’d much theieby ” 

So can they both them selves full eath persitrade 
To faire accoi daunce, and both i lults to shade, 
Either embracing other lovingly, 

And sweai mg faith to either on his blade, 

N’ever thenceforth to nouiish enmity, 

But eithei otheis cause to maintaine mutually 

Then Artegall gan of the Pxmee enquiie, 15 

What wex e those knights which thei e on gi ourld wei e 
And had receiv’d their follies worthy hue, [layd. 
And for what cause they chased so that Mayd ? 

“ Certes I wote not well,” (the Prince then sayd) 

‘ But by adventuie found them faring so, 

As by the way unweetingly I stiayd 
And lo ’ the Damzell selfe, whence all did glow, 
Of whom we may at will the whole occasion know ” 
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Then they that Damzell called to them me, i6 
And asked hei what were those two hei fono, 
i'rom whom she earst so fast away did liie ^ 

And what was she hei selfe so woe begone, 

And foi what cause pm su’d of them ittone ^ 

To whom shg thus “ Then wote ye well, ihit I 
Doe ser\e a Queen<> that not fai hence doth woiie, 
A Piincesse of gieat poi\ie and majestic, 

F unous through all the woild, and honoi’d fai and nie 

‘ Her name Mei cilia most men use to call , 17 

That is^a mayden Queene of high renow nc, 

Foi hei gre it bounty know en ovei all 
And soveiaine giace, with which her loy ill ci ow nc 
She doth suppoit, and stiongly beateth downu 
The malice of hei foes, which hei envy 
And at hei happinesse do fiet and fiowne 
Yet she hei selfe the inoie doth^agnify, 

* And e\en to hei foes hei meicies multiply 

“ Mongst many which maligne hei happy state, iS 
There is a mighty man, which wonnes heicby, 
That with most fell despight and deadly hate 
Seekes to subveit hei Ciowne and dignity, 

And ail his powie doth theieunto apply 

And hei good Knights, of which so bi ■l^e a band 

Serves hei as anj' Piincesse undoi sky, 

He eithei spoiles, if they against him st ind, 

Oi to hib part alluies, and biibeth undei band 

“ He him sufEceth all the wiong and lU, 19 

Winch he unto hei people does each day , 

But that he seekes by tiaytious tiames to spill 
Her pel son, and hei sacred selfe to slay 
That, 0 ye Heavens, defend ' and tuine awny 
Pi om her unto the miscieant him selfe , 

That neithei hath religion nor fay. 

But makes his God of his ungodly pelfe, 

And Idols selves so let his Idols seive the Elfe ^ 
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“ To all winch cruell tyianny, they say, ao 

He IS provokt, and stud up day and night 
By his bad wife that hight Adicia 
Who counsels linn, thiough confidence of in ght, 
To breal^ all bonds of law and lules of light 
Pox she nei selfe piofesseth moitall foe 
To Justice, and against hercstill doth fight, 
Working to all that love her deadly woe, 

And making all her Knights and people to doe so 

“ Which my liege Lady seeing, thought it best zt 
With that hifa wife in fiiendly wise to d^^ale, 

Por stint of strife and stablishment of rest 
Both to hei selfe and to her common wealo, 

And all foiepast displeasuies to lepeale 
So me in message unto hez she sent, 

To tieat with her, by way of enterdeale, 

Of finall peaoe^and faire attonement 
Which might concluded be by mutuall consent 

“ All times have wont safe passage to affoi d aa 
To messengeis that come for causes lust 
But this proude Dame, disdaining all accoid, 

Hot onely into bittei termes forth biust, 

Deviling me and laylmg as she lust, 

But lastly, to make pioofe of utmost shame, 

Me like a dog she out of dores did thrust. 
Miscalling me by many a bitter name, 

That never did hei ill, ne once deserved blame 

“ And lastly, that no shame might wanting be, 23 
When I was gone, soone after me she sent * 
These two false Knights, whom there ye lying sec, 
To be by them dishonoured and shent 
But, thankt be God, and youi good hardiment, 
They have the price of their owne folly pa} d ” 

So said this Damzell, that hight Samient , 

And to those knights for their so noble ayd 
Hex selfe most gratefull shew’d, and heaped thanks 
repayd 
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But they now having thionghly heaid and scene 24 
A 1 those great wiongs, the which that mayd com- 
plained 

To have bene done against her Lady Queene 
By that proud dame which her so rntj^h disdained, 
Weie move^ ij^ch thereat , and twixt them famed 
With all their foic« to woile avengement strong 
Uppon th^ Souldan selfe, which it mayntained, 
And on his Lady, th’ author of that wiong, 

And uppon all those Knights that did to her belong 

But, thinking best by counteifet disguise 25 

To th{?!i deseigne to make the easier way, 

They did this complot twixt them selves devise 
First, that Sir Aitegall should him ariay 
Like one of those two Knights which dead thei e lay , 
And then that Danizell, the sad Samient, 

Should as his purcha&t prize with him convay 
Unto the Souldans court, hei topiesent 
Unto his scornefull Lady that foi hei had sent 

So as they had deviz’d, Sii Aitegall 26 

Him clad in th’ armoui of a Pagan knight, 

And taking with him, as his vanquisht thrall, 

That Damzell, led hex to the Souldans light 
Wheie soone as his pioud wife of hex had sight, 
Foith of her window as she looking lay, 

She weened sti eight it was hei Paynim Knight, 
Which brought that Damzell as his purchast pi ay , 
And sent to him a Page that mote direct his way 

Who bunging them to their appointed place, 27 
Offted his seivice to disaime the Knight , 

But he refusing him to let unlace, 

For doubt to be discovered by his sight, 

Kept himselfe still in his straunge aimour dight 
Soone after whom the Prince arrived theie, 

And sending to the Souldan m despight 
A bold defyance, did of him requere 
Thit Dambtll \/hom he held as wiongfull piisonere 
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'Wheiewith the Soxildan all with fuiie fi aught, aS 
Sweaiing and banning most blasphemoubl;^, 
Commaunded straight his aimoui to be brought , 
And, mounting stiaight upon a clnuet hye, 

With yror^wheeles and hookes aim’d dreadfully, 
And diawnc of ciuell steedes which ,lie had fed 
With flesh of men, horn tlinough fell tyi anny 
He slaughtred had, and eie they were halfe ded 
Their bodies to his beastes foi piovendei did spied, 


So foith he came, all in a cote of plate 2^9 

Burmsht with bloudio lust, whiles on ll^ gieene 
The Biiton Piince him leadie did awayte, 

In glisteiing aimes light goodly well beseene, 
That shone as blight as doth the heaven sheenc 
And by his stiirup Talus did attend, 

Playing his pages pait, as he had beeno 
Befoxe diiectedjDy his Loid, to th’ end 
He should his flale to final execution bend 


Thus goe they both together to then geare, 30 
With like fieice minds, but meanings diffeient , 
Poi the proud Souldan, with piesumpteous cheaie 
And countenance sublime and insolent, 

Sought onely slaughtei and avengement , 

But the biave Prince foi honoui and for light, 
Gainst toitious powie and lawlesse regiment, 

In the behalfe of wi onged weake did fight 
More m his causes tiuth he tiusted then in might 

Like to the TIaacian tyiant, who they say 31 

Unto his hoises gave his guests for meat, 

Till he himselfe was made then greedie pray, 

And tome in pieces by Alcides gi eat , 

So thought the Souldan, in his follies threat, 
Eithei the Pimce m peeces to have tome 
With his shaip wheeles, in his firtst rages heat, 

Or under his fierce horses feet have home, 

And tiampled down in dust his thoughts disdained 
scorne 
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Eut the bold child that pciill well espymg, 3s 

If he too lashly to his cbariet diew, 

G*lve \\ ay unto his hoises speedie flying, 

And then lesistlesse iigoui did eschew 
Yet, as he passed b}, the Pagan tbiew ^ 

A shiveiing d^ife with so impetuous loict, 

That had he not it sliunn’d witb heedfull vew, 

It had himselfe transfixed 01 bis hoise, 

Oi made them both one masse withoutenmoiei emoiso 

Oft diew tbe Pi nice unto bis cboiiet nigh, 33 
In hope spme stioko to fasten on him neaic, 

But be was mounted in his seat so high, 

^nd bis wingfooted couiseis liim did beaie 
So fast away that, ere his leadie speaie 
He could advance, he fane was gone and past 
Yet still he him did follow eveiy wheie, 

And followed was of him likewise -full fast, 

^0 long as m his steedes tbe flaming bieath did Pst 

Againe the Pagan tbiew anotbei dait, 34 

Of wbieb be bad w ith bim abundant stoi e 
On e\exy side of bis embatteld eait, 

And of all otbci weapons lesse or moie, 

^V'bleb w arlike uses bad de-v iz’d of yore 

The wieked shaft, gujded tbiough th’ ayiie wjde 

By some bad spiiit that it to mischiefe boie, 

Stayd not, till tbiough his cuiat it did glyde, 

And made a giicsly wound in his eninen side 

Mueh was he giie\ed with thxt haplcsse throe, 35 
That epened had the welspi mg of liib blood , 

But much the more, that to his hateful! foe 
He mote not come to wreake his writhfull mood 
That made him 1 a\ e, like to a Lyon wood, 

Which being wounded of the huntsmans hand 
Cannot come neaie him in the coveit wood. 
Where he with houghes hath built his shady stand. 
And fenst himselfe about with many a flaming biand 
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Still when he sought t’ approch unto him ny 36 
His charret wheele-s about him. whiilecl louncl, 

And made him backe agame as fast to fly , 

And eke his steedes, like to an hungiy hound 
That hinting aftei game hath can ion found, 

So cruelly did him pm sew and clj^ce, 

That his good steed, all vr$Te he much lenound 
Tor noble comage and foi hardie lace, [place 
Duist not enduie their sight, but fled fiom place to 

Thus long they tiast and tia-veist to and fio, 37 
Seeking by eveiy way to make some Ijieach , 

Yet could the Piince not nigh unto him goe. 

That one sure stioke he might unto him leach, 
Wheieby his stiengthes assay he might him teach 
At last fiom his victoiious shield he diew 
The vaile, which did his powrefull light empeach, 
And commin^ full befoie his hoises vew, 

As they upon him piest, it plame to them did shew ^ 

Like lightening flash that hath the gazei burned, 38 
So cud the sight theieof then sense dismay, 

That backe agame upon themselves they turned, 
And with their rydei lanne peifoice away 
He could the Souldan them fiom flying stay 
"VVith laynes 01 wonted lule, as well he knew 
Hought feared they what he could do or say, 

But th’ onely feaie that was before then vew, 
From which, lil;e mazed deaie, dismayfully they flew 

Fast did they fly as them then feete could beaie 39 
High over hilles, and lowly ovei dales, 

As they weie follow’d of then formei feare 
In vaine the Pagan bannes, and sweaies, and rayles, 
And backe with both his hands unto him hayles 
The resty laynes, legaided now no moie 
He to them calles and speakes, yet nought avayles, 
They heare him not, they have foigot hib lore, 

But go which way they list , then guide the; have 
toiloie 
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As when the fine-mouthed steedeb, which dicw 40 
The Sunnes blight waync to Phaetons deca}, 
Sbone as they did the mon&tioiis Scorpion 'v e\\ 
With ugly ciaples ciawling m then way, 

The dieadfull sight did them so sore aljia}, 

That their well knowen couises they foiwent , 
And, leading th’ evej^-burning lampe astia}, 

This lowei woild nigh all to ashes brent, 

And left then scoiched path yet m the fiimament 

Such was the fuiie of these head-stiong steeds, 4 1 
Soone as the infants sunliLe shield they saw, 

That alfobedienee both to woids and deeds 
They quite foi got, and scoi nd all forniei law [draw 
Thiough woods, and locks, and mountames they did 
The yion chaiet, and the wheeles did teaie. 

And tost the Paynim without feaie or awe , 

Prom side to side they tost him l^^ie and theie, 
Ciying to them in vame that nould his ciynig heaie 

Yet still the Piince puisew’d him close behind, 42 
Oft maki ig offei him to smite, but found 
ITo easie meanes according to hib mind 
At last they lia-ve all overthiowne to giound 
Quite topside tuivey, and the Pagan hound 
Amongst the yion liookes and giaples keene 
Tome all to lags, and lent with many a wound , 
That no whole peece of him was to be seene, 

Blit scattied all about, and stiow’d upon tbe greene 

Like as the cuised son of Theseus, 43 

That-following his chace in dewy moine, 

To fly his stepdames loves outiageous. 

Of his owne steedes was all to peeces tome, 

And his tane limbs left m the woods foilorne , 
That foi his soke Diana did lament, 
AndalltbewooddyPTymphes did wayle and mouine 
So was this Souldan lapt and all to lent, 

That of his shape appeal’d no litle moniment 

JV E 
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Onely liis shield and aimour, which there lay, 4^ 
Though nothing whole, hut all to hi usd and hioken, 
He up did take, and with him hi ought away, 

That mote 1 emame for an eternall token 

To all ijjongst whom this stone should be spoken, 

How woitlnly, by heavens high deciee. 

Justice that day of wiongjiei selte had wioken , 
That all men, which that spectacle did see. 

By like ensample mote foi evei warned bee 

So on a tiee befoie the Tyiants doie ^5 

He caused them be hung in all mens sight, 

To be a moniment foi eveimoie 
Which when his Ladie from the castles higlit 
Beheld, it much appald hci tioubled spiight 
Yet not, as women wont, in dolefull fit 
She was dismay d, 01 fiynted through alTiight, 

But gather ed^unto hei her tioubled wit, 

And gan eftsoones devize to be aveng’d for it 

Streight downe she lanne, like an enraged cow 46 
That IS beiobbed of hei youngling dere, 

With knife in hand, and fatally did vow 
To wieake hei on that may den messengere, 

Whom she had causd be kept as piisoneie 
By Artegall, misween’d foi hei owne Knight, 

That brought her backe Andcommmg pi esentthei e, 
She at her ran with all hei foice and might, 

All flammg with revenge and furious despight 

Like lagmg Ino, when with knife in hand 47 

She thiew hei husbands murdied infant out , 

Oi fell Medea, when on Colchicke strand 
Hei brothers bones she scattered all about, 

Or as that madding mother, mongst the rout 
Of Bacchus Priests, her owne deare flesh did teaie 
Yet neither Ino, noi Medea stout, 

Hoi all the Moenades so furious were, 

As this hold woman when she saw that Danizell there 
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But Aiteg'ill, being theieof ware, 48 

Did stay bei ciuell band eie she hei raiight , 

** Afid IS she did her selfe to strike prepaie, 

Out of hei fibt the wicked weapon c lught 
ith that, like one enfelon’d 01 distiau^ht, 

She forth did^omo whethei hei lage her boie, 
With franticke pas&io«i and with fuiie fi aught , 
And, breaking forth out at a posterne dore, 

Unto the wyld wood ranne, her doloius to deploie 

a mad bytch, when as the fianticke fit 49 

Her burning tongue with rage inflamed hath, 

Doth lunne at landon, and with fiuious bit 
Snatching at eveiy thing doth wieake hei wiath 
On man and beast that commeth m hei path 
Theie they doe say that she transformed was 
Into a Tygre, and that Tygies scath 
In ciueltic and outrage she did paa^ 

U.0 piove her surname tiue, that she imposed has 

Then Ai teg all, himselfe discoveimg plaine, 50 

Did issue forth gainst all that warlike rout 
Of knights and armed men, which did mamtamc 
That Ladies pait, and to the Souldan lout 
All which he did assault ^ith comage stout, 

All were they nigh an bundled knights of name, 
And like wyld Goates them chaced all about, 
Plying from place to place with cowheard shame , 
So that with finall foice them all he o\ercame 

Then caused he the gates be opened wyde , 51 

And tbeie the Fimce, as -victour of that da}, 
With tryumph enteitayn’d and glorifjde, 
Piesentmg him with all the iich array 
And roiall pompe, which there long hidden lay, 
Pui chast thi ough lawlesse powre and toi tious wror g 
Of that proud Souldan whom he earst did slay 
So both for rest there having stayd not long, 
Marcht with that mayd , fit matter for anothei song 
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T Tygie, oi wBat otliei salvage wiglit, 
so exceeding fuiious and fell 
wiong, “when it hatli aim’cr it selfe with 
might ^ 

Xot fit mongst men that doe with leason niell, 

But mongst wyld beasts, and salvage woods, to dwell , 
Wheie still the stiongei doth the we^ike devoiue. 
And they that most m boldnesse doe excell 
Are dreadd^d most, and fcaied foi then powie , 
Fit foi Adicia theie to build hei wicked bowie 



Theie let hei wonne, fane fiom lesort of men, a 
IThere iighteous Aitegall her late exj^led, 

Theie let hei ever keepe hei damned den, 

Wheie none may be with hei lewd paits defyled, 
Xoi none but beasts may be of her despoyled , 
And turne we to the noble Piince, where late 
We did him leave, aftei that he had foyled 
The ciuell Souldan, and with dieadfull fate 
Had utteily subverted his unrighteous state 

Wheie having with Sn Aitegall a space 3 

Well solast in that Souldans late debght^ 

They both, lesohing now to leave the place. 

Both it and all the wealth theiein behight 
Unto that Damzell in hei Ladies light, 

And so would have depai ted on their way , 

But she them woo’d, by all the meanes she might, 
And eai nestly besought to wend that d ly 
With her to see hei Lidie, thciicc not i me au<a\ 
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By whose entieatie both they oveicommen 4 

-A^ ee to goe w ith hei , and by the way, 

(As often fades) of sundiy things did commen 
Mongst which that Dam^ell did to them bewray 
A stiaunge adventuxe, which not fxiic thence lay, 
To weet, a wic^ced villaine, bold and btont, 

Which wonned m a iffcke not fxiie awa}, 

That robbed all the countiie theie about, 

And brought the pillage home, whence none could get 
it out 

Theieto boti* his owne wylie wit, (^he sayd) 5 
^nd eke the fastnesse of his dwelling phcc. 

Both unassay lable, ga-ve him gieat ayde 
Fox he so cxafty was to foige and f ice, 

So light of hand, and nymble ol his pace, 

So smooth of tongue, and subtile m his talc. 

That could deceive one looking in \ib face 
Thexefoie by name Malengm ^ey him c dl 
Well knowen by hia fcatcs, and tamous o-vci all 

Thiough these his slights he many doth contound 6 
And eke the xocke, m which he wonts to dwell, 

Is wondious stiong and hewen fine undci gioiind, 
A dieadfull depth , how deepe no min can tell, 
But some doe say it goeth downe to hell 
And all within it full of wyndmgs is 
And hidden wayes, tint scaisc an hound by smell 
Can follow out those f il«’e footsteps of his, 

Ne none can backe retuine that once aie gone emis 

Which when those knights hadheaid, then halts gan 
To understand that villeins dwelling place, [eaine 
And greatly it desir’d of her to leu no, 

And by which wiy they towiids it should ti ice 
“ Wei e not” (sayd she) “ that it should let ) oui p ice 
Tow aids my Ladies piesence, by you nicirt, 

I would you guy de dii ectly to the place ” 

“ Then let not that” (said they) “ stiy youi intent 
Foi ueithoi will nnf ioni lill-aofli i « 1 ^ 
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So foitli they past, till they appioched ny 8 

Unto the locke -vTheie was the vill tins "won ^ 
Which when the Damzell iieaie at hand did sp) , 
She warn’d the knights thereof, who theicupoii 
Gan to fd\ize what "best wcie to he done. 

So both agieed to send that inayd afoie, 

Wheie she might sit nigh^to the den alone. 

Way ling, and i ay sing pittifull upioie, 

As if she did some gieat calamitic deploic 

With noyse wheieof when as the caytive cailc 
Should issue foith, m hope to find som^ fepoyle, 
They in awayt would closely him ensnailc, 

Eie to his den he backward could lecoj'le, 

And so would hope him easil;) to foyle 
The Damzell stiaight went, as she was diiected, 
Unto the locke , and thcie, upon the so}le 
Having hei sflfe in wi etched wize abjected, 

Gan weepeand wayle, as ifgieat giiefe had hei affected' 

The cry wheieof ontirng the hollow cave jo 

Eftsoones bi ought foilh the villame, as they ment, 
W ith hope of hei some wishfull boot to have 
Full dieadfull wight he was as evei went 
Upon the eaith, with hollow e}es deepe pent, 

And long cm Id locks lint downe Ins shouldeis 
shigged , 

And on his backe an uncouth vestiment 
Made of sti aunge stuffe, but all to woi ne and i agged, 
And underneath hisbieech was all to tome and jagged 

And in his hand an huge long staffe he held, 1 1 

Whose top was aim’d with many an yion hooke. 
Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld, 

Oi in the compasse of his douches tooke , 

And e\ er round about he cast his looke 
Als at his backe a great wyde net he bore, 

With which he seldome fished at the biooke, 

But usd to fish foi fooles on the diy shoie, 

Of which he in fane weathei wont to take gieat stoie 
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Him wKen the damzell saw fast by hei side, 12 
So ugly cieatuie, she was nigh dismayd, 

And now foi helpe aloud in earnest ciide 
But when the villaine saw hci so afliajd. 

He gan with guilefull woids hei to pei^wade 
To binish fe*ie , nnd, with Saidonian smyle 
Laughing on hei, hi? false intent to shade 
Gran foith to lay his ba}te hei to beguyle, [whyle 
That fiOQi hei self unwaies he might hei steale the 

Like as the foulei on his guilefull pype 13 

Charm to the buds full many a pleasant lay, 
That they the whiles may take lesse heedic keepe 
How he his nets doth toi then mine lay 
So did the villaine to her pi ate and play, 

And many pleasant tiickes befoie hei show, 

To tuine hei eyes fiom his intent awa^ 

Toi he in slights and jugling feitfc did flow, 

And of legieidema}ne the mysteiies did kno-w 

To which whilest she lent hci intcntn e mind, 14 
He suddenly his net upon hei thiew, 

That ove-ispiad hei like a puffe of wind , 

And snatching hei soone up, eie -ttell she knew, 
Ban with hei last away unto his mew, 

Ciying foi helpe aloud but when as ny 
He came unto his ca\ e, and there did ve'iv 
The aimed knights stopping his p issage by, 

He tbiew bis burden dowiie, and fast away did fly 

But Aitegall him aftei did puisew, 15 

TheVhiles the Pi nice theie kept the entiaiice still 
Up to the locke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like a wyld Gote, leiping horn hill to hill, 

And dauncing on the ciaggy cliffes at will , 

That deadly daunger seem’d m all mens sisrht 
To tempt such steps, wheie footing was so ill 
He ought avayled for the armed knight 
To thmke to follow him that was so swift and light 



56 


THE TAERIE QITEENE 


B V 


Which when he saw, his yion man he sent i6 

To follow him , foi he was swift in chace 
He him pnrsewd wheie evei that he went, 

Both ovei lockes, and hilles, and e\eiy place 
Whei e st> he fled, he followd him apace , 

So that he shortly foist him to fois'^Le 
The hij^ht, and downe descend unto the base 
There he him courst afiesh, and soone did malce 
To leave his pioper foime, and othei shape to take 

Into a Foxe himselfe he first did tourne , 1 1 

But he him hunted like a Foxe full fast^ 

Then to a bush himselfe he did tiansforme, 

But he the bush did beat, till that at last 
Into a bird it chaung’d, and fiom him past, 

Flying from tiee to tiee, from wand to wand , 

But he then stones at it so long did cast, 

That like a st^he it fell upon the land , 

But he then tooke it up, and held fast in Ins hand 

So he it brought with him unto the knights, i8 
And to his Loid Sii Aitegall it lent, 

Warning him hold it fast foi feaic of slights 
Who whilest in hand it giyping haid he hent, 

Into a Hedgehogge all unwaies it-v\ent, 

And piickt him so that he away it thiew 
Then ganne it lunne away incontinent, 

Being letuined to his foimei hew , 

But Talus soone him ovei tooke, and backward dici 

But when as he would to a snake againe 19 

Have turn’d himselfe, he with his yi on flayle 
Gan drive it him with so huge might and maiiie, 
That all his bones as small as sandy gi ayle 
He bioke, and did his bowels disentiayle, 

Crying in vainc foi helpe, when hclpe was past 
So did deceipt the selfe deceiver f lyle 
There they him left a can ion outcast 
Foi beasts and foules to feede upon for then lep ist 
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Thence foith they passed with that gentle Mayd 20 
1^0 see her Ladie, as they did agree , 

To which when she appioched, thus she sa}d 
“ Loe ’ now, light noble knights, aiiiv’d ye bee 
Nigh to the place which ye desn’d to ste 
There shall fe see my soveiayne Lady Queen c, 
]\Iost sacied wight, ihost debonayre and tiee. 

That evei yet upon this earth was scene, 

Or that with Diademe hath ever ci owned beenc ” 

The gentle knights rejoyced much to heaie 21 
The pisses of that Pimce so manifold, 

And, passing litle fuithei, commen weie 
Where they a stately pallace did behold 
Of pompous show, much more then she had told , 
With many towics, and tauas mounted hye, 

And all then tops bright glisteiing with gold, 

That seemed to outshine the dimmed skye, [eye 
And with their bi ightnesse daz’d the sti aunge beholdci s 

Theie they alighting by that Damzell weie 22 
Diiected in, and shewed all the sight. 

Whose poich, that most magiufilcke did appeal e. 
Stood open wyde to all men day and night , 

Yet waided well by one of mickle might 
That sate thereby, with gyantlike lesemblance, 

To keepe out guyle, and malice, and aespight. 

That undei shew oftimes of fayned semblance 
Are wont m Fimces courts to woike gicit scith and 
hmdiance 

Hib name was Awe , by whom they p'^sing 111 23 

Went up the hall, that was a laige wyde roome. 
All full of people making tioublous dm 
And wondious noyse, as if that theie weie some 
Which unto them was dealing iighteous doome 
By whom they passing thi ough the thickest pieassi , 
The mai shall of the hall to them did come, 

Kis name bight Oidei , who, commaunding peace. 
Them guy ded thi ough the tin ong that did then ciomoi s 
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They ceast theu damois upon them to gaze, 24 
Whom seeing all in aimonr blight as day, 
Stiaunge there to see, it did them much amaze, 
And with unwonted tenor halfe affiay, 

Poi nevef saw they theie the like aiiay , 

!N'e evei was the name of wane ihe!?e spoken, 

But joyous peace and quietttebse alway 
Dealing just judgments, that mote not be bioken 
Foi any biybes, 01 thi cates of any to be wioLen 

Theic, as they enticd at the Scxiene, they saw 25 
Some one whose tongue was foi liis tiesi?(**&se vylo 
Nayld to a post, adjudged so by law , 

Poi that theiewith he tdsely did ivwyle 
And foule blaspheme that Queene foi loiged guyle. 
Both with bold speaches which he blazed had, 
And with lewd poems which he did compyle , 

For the bold title of a poet bad 
He on himselfe had ta’en, and 1 aylmg 1 j nics had spi ad 

Thus theie he stood, whjlest high ovei his head 26 
Theie written was the puiport of his sin, 

In cyphers strange, that few could lightly lead. 
Bon Fons, but Bon, that once had written bin, 
"Was 1 aced out, and 3 Ial was now put in 
So now 3 Ialfont wms plaincly to be led, 

Ey thei for th’ e'v ill which he did thei ein, 

Oi that he likened was to a welhed 
Of evill woids, and wicked sclaundeis by him shed 

They, passing by, weie guyded by degree 27 

Unto the presence of that gialious Queene , 

"Who sate on high, that she might all men see 
And might of all men royally be scene, 

Upon a throne of gold full bright and sheene, 
Adorned ill with genimes of cndlesse piicc, 

As either might for wealth have gotten bene, 

Or could be fram’d by woiLmans rare device , 

And all embost with Ljons and with Flouidelice 
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All ovei liei a cloth of state was sprcd, 28 

Kot of iich tissewj noi of cloth of gold, 

Koi ot ought else that may be iichcst red, 

But like a cloud, as liLest may be told, 

That hei biode spieading wings did ■^•>de unfold, 
Whose skii fe wei e boi dred with bi ight huxmy beame*?, 
Glistriiig like gold^mongst the plights enrold. 

And heie and theie shooting foith silvei stieames, 
Mongst which crept Ltle Angels thxough theglitteiing 
^ gleames 

Seemedjjhose litle Angels did uphold 29 

The cloth of state, and on then pm pled "vMngs 
Did beaie the pendants thiough then mmblessobold 
Besides, a thousand moie of such as sings 
Hymns to high God, and caiols heavenly thing*', 
Encompassed the throne on 'v\hich she sate , 

She, Angel-likc, the hejie of a lent kings 
And mightie Conquerois, in loyall state , 

Whylest kings and kesai s at hci feet did them pi osti ate 

Thus she did sit in so-veia-^ne Majestic, 30 

Holding a Sceptci in hei loj ill hind, 

The saci ed pledge of peace and cleniencie. 

With which high God had blest hei happie land, 
Mangle so many foes which did \\ ilhstaiul 
But at hei feet hei swoid was likewise layde. 
Whose long lest lusted the biight steely br ind , 
Yet when as toes enfoist, or fiiends sought a-^de. 
She could it steinely diaw, that all tliewoild dismaj de 

And lound about befoic hei feet theie sate 31 
A bevie ot fane Vngiiis did xn white. 

That goodly seem’d t’ adoine hei loyall sta+e , 

All lovely daughleis of high Jove, tW higlit 
Litsa, by him begot in loves delight 
Upon the 2 ighteous Themis , those, they say, 
Upon Joves judgment-seat wayt day and night , 
An d when in wiath he thieats the worlds decaj', 
They doe his angei calrae, and ciiioll vengeance stay 
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They also doe, by his divine pei mission, 3 a 

Upon the thiones of mortall Piinces tend, 

And often treat for paidon and 1 emission 
To suppliants, through frayltie which offend 
Those did pon Meicillaes thione attend, 

Just Dice, wise Eunomie, myld Eiierte , 

And them amongst, her gloii^to commend. 

Sate goodly Tempeiance in gaiments dene, 

And sacied Reverence yborne of heavenly strene 

Thus did she sit in royal! rich estate, 33 

Admyi’d of many, honoured of all , 

Whylest underneath her feete, theie as she sate. 
An huge great Lyon lay, that mote appall 
An hardie courage, like captived thiall 
With a stiong yron chame and collei bound, 

That once he could not move, nor quich at all , 
Yet did he muiifuie with lebellious sound, 

And softly loyne, when salvage choler gin redound 

So sitting high in dieaded soverayntie, 34 

Those two stiange knights weie to hei piesence 
"Who bowing loT\ befoie hex Majestie, [bi ought, 
Did to hex myld obeysance, as they ought, 

And meekest boone that they imagine mought 
To whom she eke inclyning her withall, 

Ab a fane stoupe of her high soaiing thought, 

A cheaiefull countenance on them let fall. 

Yet tempi ed with some majestic impciiall 

As the blight sunne, what tune his fieiie teme 35 
Towards the westeine brim begins to diaw 
Gins to abate the biightnesse of liis borne, 

And feivoui of hib flames somewhat adiw , 

So did this inightie Ladie, when she saw 
Those two strange knights such homage to lici make, 
Bate somewhat of that Majestie and awe 
That whylome wont to doe so many quake. 

And with more myld aspect those two to cnlci take 
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UTow at tliat instant, as occasion fell, 36 

When these two sli anger knights ai »\’d in place, 
She was about affaires of common wele, 

Dealing of Justice with mdiffeient giace, 

And hearing pleas of people meane '|id base 
Mongst w^jich, as then, theie was ior to be heard 
The tiyall of a grgat and weightie case, 

'Which on both sides was then debating hai d , 

But at the sight of these those weie a while debaid 

But, aftei all hei piiucely enteitayne, 37 

To hearing of that formei cause in hand 
Her selfe eftsoones she gan con\ ert againe 
Which that those knights likewise mote understand, 
And witnesse toith aught in foil am land, 

Taking them up unto hei stately tbione, 

Wheie they mote heaie the mattei throughly scand 
On either pait, she placed th’ e on th’ one, 

The othei on the other side, and neaie them none 

Then was there bi ought, as piisonei to the bane, 38 
A Ladie of gieat countenance and place, 

But that she it with foule abuse did man e , 

Yet did appeare lare beautie in hei face, 

But blotted with condition vile and base, 

That all her othei honour did obscuie, 

And titles of nobilitie deface 
Yet in that wi etched semblant she did sure 
The peoples great compassion unto her allure 

Ihen up arose a peison of deepe leach, 39 

And laie in sight haid mattei s to levele , [speach 
That well could chaime his tongue, and time his 
To all assayes , his name was called Zele 
He gan that Ladie strongly to appele 
Of many haynous crymes by her enuied, 

And with sharp reasons rang her such a pele, 

11 at those whom she to pitie had alluied, 

He iuy.v t’ abhoiie and loath hei peisoii had piocuied 
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Fust gan he tell how this, that seem’d so fane 40 
And loyally aiayd, Duessa hight, 

That false Duessa, which had wi ought gieat cai^ 
And mickle mischiefe unto many a knight, 

By bei be uyled and confounded quight 
But not foi those she now in questiojji came, 
Though also those mote question’d be aright. 

But foi vyld tieasons and outrageous shame, 
Which she against the died Mei cilia oft did fiame 

Foi she whylome (as ye mote yet light well 41 
Kemember) had her counsels false conspyjjpd 
With faithlesse Blandamour and Paiidell, 

(Both two her paramouis, both by her hyied, 

And both with hope of shadowes vaine inspyied) 
And with them pi actiz’d, how foi to depry ve 
Mercilla of her ci owne, by her aspyred, 

That she might ^ unto hei selfe deiyve, 

And tiyumph in then blood whom she to death did 
dryve 

But thiough high heavens grace, which favoui not 42 
The wicked dnftes of trayterous desynes 
Gainst loiall Prmces, all this cursed plot, 

Eie pioofe it tooke, discovered was betymes, 

And th’ actoui s won the meede meet for then ci ymes 
Such be the meede of all that by such mene 
Unto the type of kingdomes title clymes ^ 

But false Duessa, now untitled Queene, 

Was brought to her sad doome, as here was to be scene 

Stiongly did Zele hei haynous fact enfoice, 43 
And many other ciimes of foule defame 
Against her bi ought, to banish all remorse, 

And aggiavate the honor of her blame 
And with him, to make pait against hei, came 
Many grave persons that against hei pled, 

First was a sage old syie, that had to name 
The Kingdomes Caie, with a white silver hed, 
That many high legards and leasons gainst her red 
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Then f>an Authoiity iiei to appose 44 

With pel emptoi le powi e, that made all mute , 
A.nd then the law of IiTations gainst hei lose, 

And leasons hi ought that no man could letute 
Next gan lleligion gainst hei to impure 
High Gods iieheast, and powie of holy lawes , 
Then gan the Pcopiab ciy and Commons sute 
Importune oaie of then owne pnblicke cause , 

And lastly Justice chaiged hei witli breach of lawes 

But then, foi hei, on the contimie pait, 45 

Bose many advocites foi hei to plead 
Fust fteie came Piltie with full tendei hait, 

And with hei joyn’d Begaid of womanhead , 

And then came Daunger, thieatning hidden diead 
And high alhance unto foiien powie, 

Then came Nobilitie of buth, that bread 
Great luth through hei misfoitunjstragicke stowie 
And lastly Giiefe did plead, and many teares forth 
powie 

With the neaie touch wheieof m tender halt 46 
The Biiton Piince wis sore empassionate. 

And woxe inclined much unto hei pait. 

Through the sad ten 01 of so dieadtull fate, 

And wretched lume of so high estate , 

That for gieat luth his courage gan lelent 
Which when as Zele perceived to abate, 

He gan his earnest fervour to augment, 

And many feaiefull objects to them to piesent 

He gan t’ efibice the evidence anew, 47 

And new accusements to pioduce in place 
He bi ought foith that old hag of hellish hew, 

The cursed Ate, brought her face to face, 

AITio pnvie was and partie in the case 
She, glad of spoyle and iiimous decay. 

Did hei appeach , and, to hei mo^e disgrace, 

The plot of all her practise did display, 

And all her traynes and all her treasons foith did lay 
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Theti biouglit lie foitli with gieisly gum a^petl 48 
Abhorred Muidei, who, with bloudie knyfe 
Yet dropping fiesh in hand, did hei detect, 

And there with guiltie bloudshed chaiged lyfe 
Then bri^nght he foith Sedition, bieedmg stryfe 
In tioublons wits, and mutinous upp,ore 
Then bronght he forth Inc^tinence of Ijfe, 

Even foule Adulteiie hei face befoie, 

And lewd Impietie, that hei accused soie 

All which when as the Piince had heai d and seene, 
His foimei fancies luth he gan lepent, ^ 

And from her partie eftsoones was drawen cleene 
But Artegall, with constant fiime intent 
Eor zeale ot Justice, was against hei bent 
So was she guiltie deemed of them all 
Then Zele began to urge hei punishment. 

And to then (Jueene foi judgement loudly call, 
Unto Mercilla myld, foi Justice gainst the thrall 

But she, whose Piincely brest was touched nere 50 
With piteous luth of hei so wretched plight. 
Though plaine she saw, by all that she did heare, 
That she of death was guiltie found by light, 

Yet would not let just vengeance on her light , 
But rather let, in stead theieof, to fall 
Few peiling drops fiom her fane lampes of light, 
The which she coveiing with hei piuple pall 
Would have the pas«ion hid, and up aiose withall 
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p j r'^. 5 ^ 

CANTO X 

Pnnc& hthu) takes the entei pi ize * 
fin Bels^eejor to fight 
Cei loiieo'i iieneschall 
he s^aycs %)f Beiges i ight 

eiiiii) »ii9 

OME Chikes doe doubt iii then de\icefull art 
this heavenly thing whei eof I ti eat, 
To weeten Meicie, be ot Justice put, 

Oi diawne foith fiom hei by divine e\tieate 
This well I wote, that suie she is as gieat. 

And meiiteth to have as high a place, 

Sitli m th’ Almighties evei lasting seat 

She fiist w as Lied, and home of iJfeavenly lace , 

Fi om thence poui ’d dovv n on men hy influence of gi ace 

Foi if that Yeitue be of so gieat might 2 

Inch fiom just ^eldlct will foi nothing stnt. 
But to pieseive inviolited light 
Oft spilles the piincipall to ba\e the pait , 

So much moie, then, is that of powie and ait 
That scekes to save the subject of hei skill, 

Yet nevei dotlafiom doome of light depait, 

As it IS gieatei piayse to save then spill, 

And bettei to lefoime then to cut off the ill 

Who then can thee, Mei cilia, thioughly pi ij se, 3 
That heiein doest all eaithly Pimces pas ^ 

What heavenly Muse shall thy gieat honour la-^ se 
Up to the skie*?, whence fiist deiiv’d it was, 

And now on eaith it selle enlarged has 
Fiom tlf utmost biinke of the Aimencke shoic 
Unto the maigent of the Molucas^ 

Those Nations fine thy justice doe adoie, 

But thine owne people do thy mei cy pray se much more 

IV 3? 
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Much moie it piaysed was of those two knights, 4 
The noble Pi nice and iighteous Ai teg ill, 

When they had seene and heaid hei dooine ai^hts 
Against Diiesba, damned by them all , 

But by ei tempi ed without giiefe 01 gall, 

Till stiong constiamt did hei thei^to enfoice 
And jet even then lumg hti wilfull fall 
With moie then needfull natuiall lemoise, 

And yeelding the last honoui to liei wi etched corse 

Duiing all which, those knights continu’d theie * 
Both doing and leceiving cuitesies 
Of that gieat Ladie, who with goodly cheie 
Them entei tayn’d, ht foi then dignities, 
Appioving dayly to then noble eyes 
Boy all examples of hei meicies laie 
And woithie pateins of hei clemencies, 

Which till th day mongst many living aie, 

Who them to then posteiities doe still declaie 

Amongst the lest, which in that space befell, 6 
Theie came two Spimgals of full tender jeaies, 
Pane thence fiom foiieinland wheie they did dwell, 
To seeke foi succoiu of hei and hei Peaies, 

With humble piayeit. and intieatfull teues , 

Sent by then mothei, who, a widow, was 
Wiapt in gieat dolouis and m deadly feaies 
By a stiong Tyiant, who invaded has 
Hei land, and slame her childien luefiilly, alas^ 

Hei name was Belgse , who in formei age 7 

A Ladle of gieat woith and wealth had beeiie, 
And inothei of a fiutefull heiitage, [scene 

Even seventeene goodly sonnes , which who had 
In then fiist flowie, before this fatal teene 
Them oveitooke and then fine blossomes blasted, 
Moie happie mothei would hei suiely weene 
Then famous hTiobe, hefoie she tasted 
Latonaes childiens wiath that all hei issue wasted 



C X illE FAEPtlE QUEEXC G7 

But tins fell T}i‘xnt, tliiougli his toilious po'wio, S 
II ul Itit hoi iio-v\ hut fi\c of all that hiood 
Foi t\\ol\c ot them he did b) tmiob dc\ouio, 

And to liib Idol saoi dec then blood, ^ 

Wlijlobt he of none wib slopped noi Mitli'?loo 1 
Foi bootldy He wis one of miLchlease might, 

Of hoiiiblc aspect iifd dieadhlll mood, 

And had thiee bodies m one u ast cmpight, 

And th’ aimcb and logs of tlnce to succoui linn m fight 

■' fcooth they say that he ^^ab borne and hied 
Of lace, the bonne of Gei^on, 

WIo that nh}luino m Spline so soieTinb died 
Foi his huge pov le and gieat OJ)plC'^blo^, 

"W hich bi ought that lind to his buhjcction, 
Thiough his thiee bodies poivie m one coinb\n’d , 
And eke all sli ingeib, in that legion 
Aiiyimg, to Ins kjne fui food abs^nd , 

The fi^iest k}ne line, but ot the deiccbt L}rd 

Foi they y eie all, they say, of puiplc hcvi, lo 

Kept by i conheaid, Iiight Euijtiou, 

A ciueli ciile, the -winch ill btiingcis bluy, 

Ke dxy noi night did deepe t’ attend them on, 
But -vv ilkt ibout them e-v ci iiid mono 
With hib two headed doggo that Oithius hight, 
Oithius begotten by gieat Tjphaon 
And foule Echidna in the house of night 
But Ileiculcs them all did oveicoine in hght 

His sonne was tins Geiyoneo higbt , ii 

Who, aftei that his monstious fithei fell 
Undei Alcides club, sti eight tooke Ins flight 
Fiom that sad land -vvheie he hib syie did quell, 
And came to this, wheie Beige then did dwell 
And flouiibh m all wealth and happincsbe, 

Being then new made widow (as befell) 

Aftei hei EToble husband’s late decesse , 

W Inch gave beginning to hei woe and wretchednessc 
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Then this bold Tyiant, of hei widowhed 12 

Taking advantage, and hex jet fiesli woes, 
Himselfc and seivice to hex ofleied, 

Hex to defend against all foixein foes 

ft ° 

That should then powxe against hei light oppose 
Wheieof she ghd, now needing stfbng defence, 
Him enteitayn’d*-and did Eex champion chose , 
Which long he iisd with oftiefull diligence, 

The bettex to confiime hex feaielesse confidence 

By meanes wheieof she did at last commit 

All to his hands, and gave him soveraiwc powie 
To doe w hatevei he thought good 01 fit 
Which having got, he gan foith fiom that howie 
To still e up stiife and many a tiagicke stowie. 
Giving hei deaxest children one by one 
Unto a dieadfull Monstex to devouie, 

And setting tip an Idole of his owne, 

The image of his monstious paxent Geijono 

So tyxanmzing and oppiessmg all, 14 

The woefull widow had no meiues now left, 

But unto giatious gieat Mex cilia call 
Foi ayde against that ciuell Tyiants theft, 

3^1 e all hei childien he fiom hex had left 
Theiefoie these two, hei eldest sonnes, she sent 
To seeke foi succoux of this Ladies gieft , 

To whom their sute they humbly did pr^ent 
111 th’ healing of full many Knights and Ladies gent 

Amongst the which then fox tuned to bee 
The noble Biiton Pimce with his biave Peaie , 
Who when he none of all those knights did see 
Hastily bent that ertexpxise to heaie, 

Hor undeitake the same foi cowheard feaie, 

He stepped foith with couiage bold and gieat, 
Admyi’d of all the lest in piesence theic. 

And humbly gan that mightie Queene enti eat 
To giauiit him that adventuie fox his foimei feat 
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She gladly giaunted it then he stiaiglit \s ly i6 
Ilimselfe unto liib joiuney gan piepiio, 

And all liis aimoiu^ leadie (light tint tit}, 

That nought the monow next mote stay lii& faie 
The moiiow next appeu’d ^\l^h puiplc hx}ie 
Yet chopping fiesh out of the Indian fount. 

And bunging light into the heaaens fi}ie, 

When he was i eadie to lu& steede to mount 
Unto his way, wliieh now wab all his caie and count 

iiiu taking humble leave of thit gieat Queen c, 17 
Who g«f^e him loixll giftes and iiUieb 1 ue, 

•►As tokens of hei thankefull mind besecne, 

And leaving Aitegall to his owne caie, 

Upon his ^ojage foith he gan to faie 
Vt itli those t-v^ 0 gentle } outhes, which him did guide 
And all his way befoie him still py^paie 
Ne aftei him did Ai tig ill abide, 

But on his fiist ad\entiue foinaid foith did iide 

It was not long till that the Piincc aimed 18 

Within the land wheie dwelt that Lube skI , 

*\\ heieof that Tyiant had hei now depmed, 

And into inooies and maishes bamsht had, 

Out of the pleasant &0}le and citties glid, 

In which she wont to huboui happily 
But now his ciuelty so soie she di id, 

That to those feunes for fastnesse ^hc did 11 } , 

And theie hei selfe did h}de fiom his hard t\iami} 

Theie he hei found in soiiow and di^maa, 19 

All solit u le w itliout li\ mg wight , 

Poi all hei othei cliildien, thiough affiay, 

Had hid themsehe*?, 01 taken fuithci flight 
And eke hei selfe, thiough sudden sli uige afliiglit 
When one m aimcs she sxw, began to fly , 

But, when hei owne two sonnes ‘^he had in sight, 
She gan t iLe liait and looke up jo} fully , 

Poi well she v 1st lliib knight came ‘siiccoui to supph 
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And lunning unto tliem witli gicedy joyeb, 20 

Fell sticiight about tlicix necles as tliey did kneele 
Andbui sting foi tli in teai es, “ All ’ my sweet bo} es,” 
(Sajd sl^) “ yet now I gin new life to feelo , 

And feeble spiiits, that gan faint and leele, 

ISTow use againe at tins yoiu ]0}0u^ siglit 
Aheadie seemes ibat foi tunes headlong wlieele 
Begins to tmne, and sunne to shine inoie biight 
Then it was wont, thi ough comfoi t of this noble kmght ” 

Then tuinnig unto him , “And }ou, Sii knight 
(Said she) “ that taken hav^e this toyles^ne jiaine 
Foi wi etched woman, miseiable wight, 

May }oa in heaven immoitall gueidon game 
Foi so gieat tiaaell as you doe sustained 
Foi othei meede may hope foi none of nice, 

To whom noT^ht else but b no life doth lemainc , 
And that so wi etched one, as yc do see, 

Ib likei lingiing death then loathed life to bee ’’ 

Aluch was he moved with hei iiilcous plight, 22 
And low dismounting fi 0111 lii-s loftie steede 
Gan to 1 ecomloi t hei all that he might, 

Seeking to dii\e away deep looted dieede 
With hope of lielpe in that hci gieitest neede 
So thence he wished hei with him to wend 
Unto some place wlicie they mote icst and ieecle, 
And she take comfoi t which God now did scud 
Good halt in gmIs doth the e\ils much amend 

“Ay me (sayd she) “ and whethci shall I goe ^23 
Aie not all places full of foiiaine powies ^ 

My pallaces possessed of my foe, 

My cities sackt, and then sky -thi eating towies 
Raced and made smooth fields, now full of flowi cs ^ 
Onely these maiishes and myiie bogs. 

In which the feaiefull ewftes do build then ho\Me^, 
Yeeld me an hostiy mongst the ciokmg fioo<?, 
And haiboui hei e in safety fi om Iho'^e 1 enoiis dogs ” 
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^'Natlilesse,” (said lie) “doaie Ladie, with me goe, 24 
Some place shall us leceive and haiboui }icld, 
not, we will it foice, maugie }oui foe, 

And puichise it to us with speaie and shield 
And if all fiyle, yet faiewell open field, 

The oaith tC all hei cieatmes lodging lends ” 
With such his cheai^fuli speaches he doth wieM 
Ilei mind so well, that to his will she bends , 

And, bynding up Lei locks and i\eeds, foitb with him 
wends 

They c ijije unto a Citie fine up hnd, 2^ 

The winch '^h}lomc that Ladies o'Rre had bene , 
*But now by foice extoit out of hei hand 
By hei stiong foe, ‘s^ho bad defxced cleene 
Hei stately towies and buildings sunny sheene. 
Shut up hei ha-ven, maid hei nioi chants tiade, 
Bobbed hei people that full iichJiad beene, 

And m hei necke a Ci&tle huge had made, [sw ado 
The which did hei commaund without needing pei- 

That Castle was the stieiigth of all tint state, 26 
Untill that state by stiength was pulled downc , 
And Ibat sime citie, so now inmate, 

Had bene the keye of all that kingdomes ciowne , 
Both goodly Castle, and both goodly Towne, 

Till that tlf offended hea'iens list to lowie 
Upon then blisse, and balefull foitunc fiownc 
When those gainst states and kingdomes do conjui e, 
Who then can thinke then hedlong luiic to lecuie ^ 

But he had bi ought it now in seixile bond, 27 
And made it beaic the yoke of inquisition, 
Stiyamg long time m xaine it to withstond, 

Yet glad at last to make most base submission, 
And life enjoy foi any composition 
So now he hath new law es and oideis new 
Imposd on it with many a haid condition, 

And foiced it, the honoui that is dew 
To God, to doe unto his Tdole most unlicw 
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To him lie hath befoie thib Castle gieene 2S 

Built a fane Chappell, and an Altai fiamed 
Of costly Ivory full iicli beseene, 

On which that cuised Hole, fane piodimed, 

He hath ?et up, and him his God hath n lined , 
Offiing to him in smfull saciifice ^ 

The flesh of men, to Gods o’Vne likenesse fiamcd, 
And powiing foith then blond m biutishe wize, 
That any yion eyes to see it would ngiize 

And foi moiehoiioi andinoie ciueltie, 

Undei that cuibed Idols altai stone 
An hideous monstei doth in daiknesse he, 

Whose dieadfull shape was ncvei scene of none 
That lives on eai th , but unto those alone 
The which unto him saciificcd bee 
Those he devouies, they say, both flesh and bone 
What else the^^have is all the T^iants fee , 

So that no ^\hit of them icmayning one nny sec 

Thcic eke he pi iced a stiong gaiiibone, 30 

And set a Seneschall of dieaded might, 

That by his poi\ie oppressed e\eiy one, 

And vanquibhed all ventious knights in fight 
To whom he wont shew all the shame he might, 
Aftei that them in battell he had n oiinc 
To which when now they gan appioch 111 sight, 
The Ladle counseld him the jilace to shonne, 
Wheie as so many knights had fouly bene foidonne 

Ilei fearefull speaclies nought he did 1 egai d, 3 1 

But, lydmg sti eight undei the Castle will, 

Called aloud unto the watchfull wai d 
Which theie did wa}te, willing them foitli to c<ill 
Into the field then T}iants Seneschall 
To whom 'v\hen tydmgs thcieof c luie, he sti eight 
Cals foi Ill's aimcb, indauimng him withall 
Eftbooncb foith piicked pioudly in his might. 

And gan with coinage fieicc addicbse him to the fight 
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They both cncountGi in llic niiddlo phune, 3a 

And then shaipe '^peaiess doe both toc^ethci smite 
i^nid then shields, y ith so hnuje inii»ht and m line 
That seem’d then soules they yould hx\e i)\un 
Out of then hi e ists with tui lous dcspigf t [fpiight 
Yet could tl*e Seneschals no entiance hnd 
Into the Pi mces shirid w hei e it empight. 

So pine the met ill was and well ief>nd, 

But shiyeied all about, and seitteied m the wjnd 

^ ^ Piinces, but with 1 cstlesse foi ce 33 

IntOl^ shield it leadie passage found, 

^JBoth thiough his habeijeon and eke his coise , 
Which tomblmg downe upon the senselesse giouiid 
Gave lea'v e unto his ghost fi om thraldome bound 
To w'andei m the griesly shades of night 
Theie did the Piince him leaie irf deadly swound, 
And thenee unto the castle nnicl^d light, 

To see it entiance tlieie as }et obtaine he might 

But, as he nighci diew, thiee knights he spjde 3> 
All aim’d to point issuing loith apace, 

Vk hicli tow aids him with ill then powie did nde, 
And meeting him light in the middle lacc 
Did all then speaies attonce on him enchace 
As thiee gieat Cuheiings foi battue bent, 

And le^veld all against one ceitame pi ice, 

Doe all attonce then thunders lagc foitli icnt, 
That make-s the wal& to staggei with astonishment 

So ill attonce the} on the Pimce did tliondei, 3 3 

Who fiom his saddle swaned nought as'vde, 

Ne to then foice gai e way, that was gie it w ondoi , 
But like a bulwa^ke liimely did ab^de, 

Rebutting Ibim, which m the midst did i}<le, 

With so huge 1 igoui , tli it his iiioi t ill spCtU c [*>1 di , 
Past thiough Ills shield and picist thimiijh citlia 
Tint downe he fell uppon his mothci dcau, 

And powied foitli his wi etched life in deaclh die 
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AVhoin -v Jien his otliei fellowes saw, Ihoy fled 36 
As fast as feete could caiiy tlieiu away, 

And aftei them the Pimce ab swiftly sped, 

To be aveng’d of theu unknightly play 
Theie, wRilest they entiingth’one did th’ othei stay, 
The hindmost in the gate he oveilufnt, 

And, as he piessed in, him fheie did sla^ 

Ilib cai Lasso tumbling on the threshold sent 
Ills gi oning soule unto hei place of punishment 

The other which w is entied laboured fast 
To speiie the gate, but that same lumpe^jTclay, 
Whose grudging ghost was theieout fled and pa*^ 
Hight in the middest of the threshold lay. 

That it the Posterne did from closing stay 
The whiles the Pimce haid pi eased in betweene, 
And enti aunce wonne Sti eight th’ other fled away. 
And 1 an into fhe Hall, where he did weene 
Him selfe to save , but he thei e slew him at the «'Li eene 

Then all the rest which m that Castle weie, 38 
Seeing that sad ensample them hefoi e. 

Durst not abide, but fled away for feaio, 

And them convayd out at a Posterne doic 
Long sought the Pi ince , but when he found no inoi e 
T oppose against his powie he forth issued 
Unto that Lady, where he her had lore, 

And her gan cheaie with what she there had vowed, 
And what she had not scene within unto her shew ed 

Who with light humble thankes him goodly greeting 
Poi so great prowesse as he there had proved. 
Much greater then was ever 111 her weeting. 

With great admii aunce inwardly was moved. 

And honour d him with all that hei behoved 
Thencefoith into that Castle he hei led ^ 
TTith hei two sonnes, right deaie of her ber^S'^'^f^s 
AVhere all that night them selves they cheiisJ^of], 
And from her balefull ininde all caie he bani'^hc-^^ 
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CANTO XI 

Pi nice Aiihuie oiei corner the 
Ocnoueo in fi^hi 

Jl^)Lh '^tay the Monstei, and lenioie 
Beige uifio hu light 


(V Lbssassss; 


"257“ 
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T often fal*!, in coiii&c of common life, i 
That iiglit long time ib o^ eiboinc of wiong, 
Thiough a^aiico, oi pome, oi guile, oi 
sti ife, 

Tint weakem liei, and makes hci paity sli ong , 
But Justice, though hei dome slie doe piolong, 
Yet at the last she \nll hci OTvne cause uglit 
As by sad Beige soeinos, i\1iosg 'fiongs though long 
She sullied, }et at length she did lequight, 

And sent lediGbse theieof b} tliib bia\eBiiton Knighf 

*\Vheieof \Uien newos wxs to that Tjiant bi ought, 2 
How that the Lady Beige now had found 
A Chanipion, that had wilh his Champion fought. 
And laid his Sencbchall low on the giound. 

And eke him selfe did tin eaten to confound , 
lie gan to buine m lage, and fiiese in feaie, 
Doubting sad end of piinciple unsound 
Yet, sith he heaid but one that did appeal e, 
lie did him selfe encounge and txke bettei cheaic 

Nathelesse him selfe he aimed all in hxbt, 3 

And foith he fax’d with all his many bad, 

Ne stayed step, till that he came at last 
Unto the Castle which they conqueid had 
Theie 'With huge teuoiu, to be nioie ydiad 
lie steiiiely maicht befoie the Castle gate, 

And with bold 'i lunts and ydle thicatning bad 
Deluei him his owne, cxe jet too litc, 

To which they had no light, noi any wiongfull “^tate 
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llie Pi nice staid not Ins aunsi\eic to de\i/c, 4 
Put, opening «?ti eight the Spai i c foi th to him came, 
Pull nobly mounted in light wailikc wize , 

And asked Imn, if that he weie the sninc 
"Who all tl 9 at wiong unto that wofull Dame 
So long had done, and fioni hei nativt land 
Exiled hci, that all the woi Id?* spake shame ^ 

He boldly aunsweid him, he theie did stand 
That i\oiil(l his doings justifie with his owne hand 

WilIi that so fuuousl} at him he flew, 

As if he would have o^ eirun him sti eight ^ 

And with his huge gieat yion axe gan hew 
So hideously uppon Ins aimoui blight, 

As he to peaces uould have chopt it ^uight , 

That the bold Pi nice was foiced foote to gi\c 
To his hist lage, and jeeld to Ins despight , 

The wildest at ’f>iin so dieadfully he diive, 

Tint seein’d a maible locke asundei could ha\e ii\c 

Tlieieto a gieat ad\auntage eke he has 6 

Thiough Ins thiee double hinds tliiise inidtipl}ih. 
Besides the double stiength which in them wis 
Foi stil, when lit occasion did bet}cle, 

He could his weapon shift fiom side to syde, 

Piom hand to hand , and with such nimblc«;sc sly 
Could wield about, that, eie it wmie espulc, 

The wicked sti oke did wound his enemy 
Behinde, beside, befoie, os he it li&t appl} 

'Which uncouth use when as the Pi nice peicencd, 7 
He gan to watch the wielding of his hand, 

Least by such slight he w ei e unwai es deceived , 
And ei ei, eie he saw the stioke to land, 

He would it incctc and wanly withstand 
One time, when lie his weapon fayiid to shift, 

As he was wont, and chang’d fiom hind to hmd, 
He me him with a countci stioke so swift. 

That quite smit off his mme as he it up did lift 
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Theiewitli all fiauglit witli fmy and disdaine, 8 
lie biayd aloud loi veiy fell despight, 

A.nd sodainely, t’ avenge limi selte agauie 
Gin into one assemble all the might 
Of all hib hands, and heaved them on^lnght, 
Thinking tD pay him -w itli that one foi all 
But the sad stcele teizd not, wheie it was higlit, 
TJppon the childe but soniewliat ‘^lioit di<l t ill, 

And lighting on liib hoises head him quite did in ill 

I knvn e sti eight to giound fell his astomsht steed, 9 
ASIi^ike to th’ eaith his buiden with him baie , 
But he him selfe full lightly fiom him fiecd, 

And gall him selfe to fight on foote piepare 
Whei eof when as the G} ant was awai e, 
lie wo\ light blyth, as he had got theieby, 

And hught so loud, that all Lis teeth widfe baie 
One might ln\e scene eniaung'iFdisoideil), 

Like to a laiicke of piles that pitched aie aui} 

Eftboones againe his axe he 1 aught on hie, 10 

Eie he weie tlnoughly buckled to liib geoie, 

And can let diive at him so dieadfullie, 

That had he chaunced not his shield to leaie, 

Eie that huge stroke aimed on him neaie, 

He had him suiely clo\eii quite in twame 
But th’ Adamantine shield which lie did beaie 
So well was tempi ed, that foi all Ins inaine 
It would no passage } eeld unto his purpose \aine 

Yet was the stroke so foiabl} applide, ii 

That made him staggei with unceitaine swa^, 

As if he would have totteied to one side 
Wheiewith full wioth he fieicely gan assay 
That curt’sie with like kindnessc to lepay, 

And smote at him with so impoitune might, 

That two moie of his aimcs did fall away. 

Like fiuitlesse biaunehes, which the hatchets slight 
Hath pi lined fi om the natwe ti ee, and ci opped quight 
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With that all mad and fuiious he giew, la 

Like a fell mastiffe thiough eni aging heat, 

And ciiist, and band, and bhspliemies foith tln%w 
Aoainbfc Ins Gods, and fiie to them did thieat, 

And hell unto him selfe with hoiioui gieat 
Then cefoi tli he c ii ’d no moi e winch he sti oole, 

IToi wheie it light, but gaifto chaufe and sweat. 
And gnasht his teeth, and his head at him shookc. 
And steinely him beheld with gum and ghastly looke 


Nought feai d the childe his lookes, ne yet his 
But onely wexed now the moie awaie ^ 

To save him selfe liom those his fuiious heats, 
And watch advauntage how to woike his c nc, 
The which good Foitune to him ofiied fane , 

Foi as he m his lago him overstiooke, 

He, eie he could Ins weapon backe lepaiie, 

Hib side all baie and naked oveitooko, 

And with his moital steel quite thi oghthe body sti ouke 


Thiough all thice bodies he him stiooke attonce, 14. 
That all the thiee attonce fell on the plame, 

Else should he tlnise have needed foi the nonce 
Them to have stiicken, and tlnibe to have slime 
So now all thiee one sencelesse lumpe lemaino, 
Enwallow’d in his owne blacke bloudy goic, 

And by ting th’ eaith toi veiy deaths disdaine , 
Who, with a (loud of night him covoiing, boie 
Downe to the house of dole, his daies theie to dcploic 


Winch when the Lady fiom the Castle saw, 15 
Wheie she with hei two sonnes did looking stand. 
She towaids him in hast hei selfe did diaw 
To greet him the good foitune of his hand 
And all the people, both of towne and land, 
Which theie stood gazing fiom the Citties wall 
Uppon these waiiiours, gxeedy t’ undei stand 
To whethei should the victoiy befall, 

Now when they saw it fair e, they ekehnngieetedall 



c xr 


IHE FAEUIE QULENE 


79 


But Beige, with hei somies piObtiated low i6 

Befoie his feete m all that peoples sight, [^v o, 
iftongbt joyes mixing some tcaibj mongst -wele some 
Him thus besp ikc “ O most icdoubtcd Knight, 
The which hast me, of all most wi etched wiglit. 
That eaist \^as dead, lestoi’d to life againe. 

And these weake in!^es leplanted by thy might. 
What gueidon can I gi\e thee foi thy paine. 

But ev’n that which thou savedst thine still to i emaine ® * 

E^iooke ^■‘ei up foiby the Idly hand, 17 

Anc^iii lecomfoited the best he might, 

^Saying , “ Deaie Lidy, deedes ought not be semd 
By th’ authois manhood, noi the doeis might, 

But by then tiueth and by the causes light 
That same is it which iought for you this diy 
What othei meed, then, need me to lequight, 

But that which yeekleth veitues Sieed alway ^ 
That IS, the \eitue selfe, which hei lewaicl doth pay ” 

She humbly thankt hun foi that wondious giaco, iS 
And fuithei sa}d “Ah ^ Sn, but mote }e please, 
Sith je thus fane hi\e tendied my pooie cisc, 

As fiom m} chiefest foe me to lelease. 

That yoiii victoiious aime wdl not ;^et cease, 

Till }e ha’^G looted all the lelickes out 
Of that vdde lace, and stabli&hed my peace” 
“What IS theie else” (sa^d he) “left of then lout ^ 
Declai e it boldly, Dame, and doe not stand in dout ” 

“Then wote you, Sii, that m this Chuicii heieby 19 
Theie stands an Idole of gieat note and name, 
The which this Gyant leaied fust on hie, 

And of hib owne vame fancies thought did fianie 
To whom, foi endlesse hoiioui of his shame, 

He ofTied up foi daily saciitize 
My children and my people, burnt in flame 
With all the toitmes that he could de\izc, [guize 
The moie t’ <aggiatc Ins God with such his blouddy 
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“ And undeineatli tliis Idoll tlieie dotli he 20 

An liideoiib moiibtei that doth it defend, 

And feedes on all the carkasses that die 
In s'lciifi^e nnto that cuised feend , 

AVhose ugly shape none evei saw, noi kend, 

That Q\ er scap’d foi of a man, th^ say, 

It has the ^oico, that speacSes foith doth send, 
Even blasphemous woids, which she doth biay 
Out of her poysnous entiails fi aught with due dccaj 

Which when the Pi nice heaid tell, his heai t 
Eoi gieat dcsiie that Monstei to assay, 

And prayd the place of hei abode to leaine , 
Which being bhew d, he gan him selfe sti eight wa) 
Theieto addiesse, and his blight shield display 
So to the Chuich he came, whcie it was told 
The hlonstei underneath the Altai lay 
Theie he that^Idoll saw of massy gold 
hlost iichly made, but theie no Monste did behold 

Upon the Image with his naked blade 22 

Thiee times, as 111 defiance, theie he stiooke , 

And the thud time out of an hidden shade 
Theie foith issewd fiom undei th’ Altai s smooke 
A dieidfiill feend with fowle defoimed looke, 

Tint stietcht it selfe as it had long lyen still , 

And liei long taile and fetheis stiongly shooke, 
That all the Temple did with teiioui fill , 

Yet him nought teiiifide that feaied nothing ill 

An huge gieat Beast it was, when it in length 23 
Was sti etched foith, that nigh fild all the place, 
And seem’d to be of infinite gieat stiength 
Hoiiible, hideous, and of hellish lace, 

Boine of the blooding of Echidna base, 

Oi othei like mfeinall fmies kinde , 

Foi of a Mxyd she had the outwaid face, 

To hide the hoiioui which did luike behinde, 

The bettei to beguile whom she so fond did finde 
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Theicto the body of a do" she had, 24 

Full of fell laviii and fieice gieedmebse, 

A Lions clawes avith powie and iigom clad, 

To lend and tenic what so she can oppiesse 
A Diagons^aile, whose sting without ledi esse 
Full deadly wounds^wheie so it is empight , 

And E igles wing&, loi scope and speedmesse, 

That nothing may escape hei leachmg might, 
Wlv’ato she evei list to make hei haidy flight 

jcV' m foiilnessc and defoinnty 

T’’iit^iiat Monstci, whom the Theban Knight, 
«p,The fathei of that fatall piogenj, 

hlade kill hei selfe foi \eiy lieaitb despight 
That h^had led hei Kiddle, which no wight 
Could evei loose but suffied deadly doole 
So also did tins hlonstei use like flight 
To many a one which came unto hei scliook, 
horn she did put to death, decen ed like a foole 

She comining foith, when as she fiist beheld a6 
The aimed Pimce with shield so blazing biiglit 
Ilei lead} to assaile, was gieatl} queld. 

And much dismay d with that dlsma^fldl sight, 
That backe slie would ha\ e tui nd foi gi eat affi iglit , 
But he gan hei with com age fieice assai, 

That foist hei tuine again e in hei despight 
To save hei selfe, least that he did hei slay , 

And sui e he had lioi slaine, had she not tui nd hei wa} 

Tlio, when she siw that she was foist to fight, a 7 

She flew at him like to an hellish foend, 

And on his shielde tooke hold with all hei might, 
As if that it she would in peeces rend, 

Oi leaae out of the hand that did it hend 
Stiongly he stiove out of hei greedy gripe 
To loose his shield, and long while did contend , 
But when he could not quite it, with one stupe 
Ilei Lions clawes he fiom hei feete aw a} did wipe 
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With that alonde she gan to biay and ycl], 2i 
And fowle blasphemous speaches foith did ca^i. 
And biitei cinses, hoiiible to tell , 

That c\on the Temple, wheiein she was plast, 

Did quake to heaie, and nigh asun^ei blast 
Tho with hei huge long tade she at him sti ooke, 
That made him staggei and stand halfe agast 
With fiembling joints, as he foi teiioui shooke, 
Who nought was tenifide, but gieatei coinage tooke 

As when the Mist of some well timbied lndjj(|^»^29 
Ts i/ith the blast of some outiagious stoime 
Blowne downe, it shakes the bottome of the bulk , 
And makes hex iibs to ciackc as they weie tome , 
Whilest still she stands, as stoni&ht and foiloinc 
So was he stoimd w ith stioke of hex huge taile , 
But cie that^t she backc agime had boine, 

He with his swoid it suookc, that without fade 
He joynted it, and maid the ^winging of hei fliile 

Then gan she ciy much loudei than afoie, 30 

That all the people theie without it lieaicl, 

And Beige selfe was theiewith stonied soie, 

As if the onely sound theicof she feaid 
But then the feend hei selfe moic ficicely iciicl 
Uppon hei wide gieat wings, and stiongl} flew 
With all hei body at his head and bcaid, 

That had he notfoieseene with heedfull vew, 
Andthiown his shield atween,shehacl him done toi c»v 

But, as she piest on him with heavy sway, 31 

Undei hei wombe his fatall swoid he thiust, 

And foi hei entiailes made an open way 
To issue foith , the which, once being biust, 

Like to a gieat Mill damb foith fieicely gusht, 
And powred out of hei infcinall sinke 
Most ugly filth , and poyson theiewith luslit. 

That him nigh choked with the deadly stmke 
Such loathly mattei wci e binall lii^t to speake 01 thinke 
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Then downe to giound fell that dcfoimed Mas'^e, 32 
Eieathmg out clouds of sulphiiie fowle and blackc, 
In Tfvhich a puddle of contagion -vvas, 

Hoic loathd ilien Leina, 01 then Stygnn hi e, 
That any i^an u ould nigh iwhaped make 

horn when he say on giound, he was lull gl id, 
And bti eight wont foith his ghdnesse to paitake 
"With Beige, T\ho watcht all this while full sad, 
Way ting what end would be of that same daungei diad 

W'^wj^hen she saw so joyously come foith, 33 
She gan lejoyce and shew tiiumphant cheie, 
Lauding and pi ay sing his lenoTvmed woitli 
By all d names that honoi \ble weic 
Then in he bi ought hei, and her shewed thcic 
The piesent of his pames, that Monsteis spoylc, 
And eke that Idoll deem’d so cos^tly deie, 

Whom he did ail to peeces bicake, and foylc 
In filthy duit, and left so in the loathely soyle 

Then all the people whiJi beheld that day 3^. 

Gan shout aloud, that uuto hca\on it long , 

And all the dainzels of that tOT^ne in lay 
Came daunemg foith, and joyous caiiols song 
So him they led tin ough all then sti eetes along 
Clowned with giilonds of immoitall haies , 

And all the aulgai did about them thiong 
To see the man, whose caeilastmg piaise 
They all weie bound to all posteiitiCb to laise 

Theie he with Belgse did aTvhile lemame 3:, 

Making gieat feast and joyous men mien t, 

TJntill he had her settled in hei laine 
With safe assuiaunce and establishment 
Then to his first empiize his mind he lent, 

Bull loath to Belgas and to all the lest , 

Of whom yet talung lea\e thencefoith he went. 
And to his former joiuney him addiest , 

On Tt\lufh long '^ay he lode, ne e\ei day did lest 
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But tuinc we now to noble Aitegall , 36 

Who, having left Mei cilia, sti eight way went 
On his fii st quest, the which him foi fch did call 
To weet, to woike Iienaes fianchisemeni, 

And eke Giantoitoes woithy punishjnent 
So forth he f ii ccl, as his majinei was. 

With onely Talus way ting diligent. 

Through many perils , and much way did pab, 

Till nigli unto the place at length appiocht he has 

Theie as he tiaveld by the way, he met J7 

An aged wight wayfai mg all alone. 

Who thiough his yeaies long since aside had setc 
The use of aimes, and battell quite foigoiic 
To whom as he appiocht, he knew anone 
That it was he which whilomc did attend 
On fane IieiK^in hei affliction, 

When fiist to Faeiy couit he saw hci wend, 

Unto his soveraine Queene hei suite foi to commend 

Whom by his name saluting, thus he gan 38 

“Haile, good Sii Seigis, tiuest Knight alive, 

AVell tilde in all thy Ladies tioubles than 
When hei that Tyiant did of Ciowne deprive , 
What new occasion doth thee hitliei diive, 

Whiles she alone is left, and thou heie found ^ 

Oi IS bhe thiall, 01 doth she not suivive 
To whom he thus “ She liveth sme and sound, 
But by that Tyiant is in wretched thialdome bound 

“ Poi she piesuming on tb’ appointed tyde, 39 

In which ye piomist, as yc weie a Knight, 

To meete her at the salvage Hands s^/de, 

And then and theie foi tiiall of hei light 
With her unrighteous enemy to fight, 

Did thithei come , wheie she, afiayd of nought, 
By guilefull treason and by subtill slight 
Suipii/ed was, and to Giantoito bi ought, 

Who hei impiisone<l hath, and hei life often sought 
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“ And now he hath to hei piefi\t a da}, 4( 

Ey which if that no* champion doe appeal e, 
Which will hei cause in b ittaiious an ay 
Against him justifie, and pio-^ e hei cleaie 
Ot all thosg Climes that he gainst hei doth leaic, 
She death shall sui^ aby ” Those tidings sad 
Did much abash Sii Aitegall to lieaie. 

And giie\ed soie that tlnoiigh his fault she had 
Fallen into that Tyiants hand and usage bad 


Thoo^lms leplide “Now sme and b}^ my life, 41 
Toomuch am I to blame for that taue Maide 
That have hei di xwne to all this tioublous stiite, 


Thiough piomise to afibid hei timely aide, 
Which by defiult I hive not }et dcfiaide 
But witiiessc unto me, }e liei\ens, that know 
How cleaie I am fiom blame of upbiaidc , 
Foi }e into like thialdome me did thiow, 

And kept fiom complishing the futh which I did owe 


“But now aiead, Sii Seigis, how long space 42 
Hath he hei lent a Champion to piOMde?” 

“ Ten daies,” (quoth he) ‘ he gi aunted hath of gi ace, 
Foi that he weencth well betoie that tide 
None can haa e tidmgs> to assist hei side 
Foi all the shoies, which to the sea accoste, 

He day and night doth waid both fane and wide, 
That none can theie ainve without an hoste 
So hei he deemes ahead} but a damned ghosie” 


“ Now tuine againe,” (Sn Aitegall then sayd) 43 
“ Foi, if I live till those ten daies haae end, 
Assuie yom selfe, Sii Knight, she shall ha\e a}d, 
Though I this dealest life foi hei doe spend” 

So backewaid he attone with him did wend 
Tho, as they lode togethei on then wa}, 

A lout of people they befoie them kend, 

Flocking togethei m confusde aiiay , 

As if that theie weie some tumultuous affiay 
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To which as they appiocht the cause to know, 44 
They saw a Knight in claungeious disties^-e 
Of a lude lout him chasing to and fio. 

That sought with lawle&se powie him to oppiosse, 
And bring m bondage of then biuti^nesse 
And fane away, amid then lakehell bands, 

They spide a Lady left all succouilesse, 

Ciying, and holding up hei wi etched hands 
Tohimfoi aide, wholongmvame then 1 age withstands 

Yet still he strives, ne any peiill spaies, 45 

To reskue her from then lude violence , 

And like a Lion wood amongst them faies, 

Dealing his dicadfull blowes with laige dispence, 
Gainst which the pallid death findes no defence , 
But all in vame then numbeis aie so gieat. 

That naught may boot to bani&he them fi om thence , 
Foi soone as he then outiage backe doth beat, 
They tuine afiesh, and oft lenewtheii foimei thieat 

And now they doe so shaipely him assay, 46 

That they his shield in peeces battled have. 

And foiced him to thiow it quite away, 

Fio dangeis diead his doubtfull life to save, 

Albe that it most safety to him gave, 

And much did magnifie his noble name 
Foi fiom the day that he thus did it leave, 
Amongst all Knights he blotted was with blame, 
And counted but a lecieant Knight with endles shame 

Whom when they thus distiessed did behold, 47 
They diew unto his aide, but that lude loiit 
Them also gan assaile with outiage bold, 

And foiced them, how evei stiong and stout 
They weie, as well appiov’d in many a doubt, 
Bicke to lecule , untill that yion man 
With his huge flaile began to lay about , 

Fiom whose stcine piesence they diffused lan, 
Like scathed chafTe the which the wind away doth fan 
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So when tint Knight fioui peiill cleaie was fieed, 48 
lie diawmg neaie began to gieete them fane, 
jfiid yeeld gieit tlnnkeb foi thou bO goodlj deed, 
In saving him fiom dningeioub despaiie 
Of those wl^ich bought hi& life foi to cmpaiic 
Of whom Su Aitegall gan then euquiie 
The whole occasion of his late misf n e, 

And who he was, and wlnt those -villaineb weic, 
The which with moitall malice him pin su’d so nere 

To wji^ he thus ‘ n unc is Bui bon hight, 49 
AVelt Kiiowiie, and fii 1 enow mod heietofoie, 

Uutill lite mischiefc did uppon me light, 

That all iiiy foimei piane hath blcmishl soie 
And that fane Lady, which in that upioie 
Ye with those cajtives saw, Flourdelis hight, 

Is mine owne love, though me she haae foiloie, 
Whethei withheld fiom me by wiongfuil might, 

Oi with hei owne good will, I cinnot load iiigh^ 

“ But suie to me hci laith bhe fiibt did plight 50 
To be mj lo\e, and tike me foi hci Loid , 

Till that a T>i mt, ^ Lich Giaiidloito hight, 

'\Yith golden giftcb ind man} a guilefull w oi<l 
Entyced hei to him foi to acooid 
O ' who may not with gittb and w 01 d& be te npted ^ 
Sith which she hath me Q^ ei since abhoid, 

And to my foe hath guiletully con&ented 
Ay me, tliat c’vei guyle m wemen was in-ventcd ^ 

‘ And now he hath this tioupe of \ilhins sent 51 
By open foice to fetch hci quite away 
Gimst whom my selfe I long in a iiue ha\e bent 
To lebciie hei, and daily meanes assay , 

Yet le&cue hei thence by no meanes I inaa, 

Foi they doe me with multitude oppicbse, 

And with nnequall might doe o\eila}, 

That oft I diiien am to gieat disti eSbO, 

And foued to foigoe th’ attempt lemedilc^be ’ 
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“But wliy have ye” (said Aitegall) “foiboine sz 
Youi owne good shield iii daungeious dismay^ 
^riiat IS the gieatest shame and foulest scoine, 
AVhich unto any knight hehappen nia} , 

To loose the badge that should his d^edes display ” 
To 's\hora Sir Bui bon, blushing halfe foi shame 
“ That shall I unto you” (quoth he) “ bewiay, 
Least ye theiefoie mote happily me blame, 

And deeme it doen of will, that tinoiigh infoi cement 
came 

“ Tiue IS that T at fiist was dubbed knight 53 

By a good knight, the knight of the Eedci osse 
Who, when he gave me aimes in field to fight, 
Gave me a shield, m which he did endosse 
Ills deal e Redeeinei s badge upon the bosse 
The same long while I boie, and theiewithall 
Fought many battels without wound 01 losse , 
Theiewitli Giandtoito selfe I did appall, 

And made him oftentimes in field bcfoie me fill 

“ But foi that many did that shield envie, 54 

And ciuell enemies mci eased moie, 

To stmt all sti ife and tioublous enmitie, 

That bloudie scutchm, being batteied soie, 

I layd aside, and have of late foiboie, 

Hoping thei eby to have my love obtayned , 

Yet can I not my love have nathemoie, 

Foi she by foice is still fio me detayned, 

And with eoiiuptfull biybes istoiintiuth misti a^ned ” 

To whom thus Aitegall “Gates, Sn knight, 55 
Ilaid is the case the which ye doe complaine , 

Yet not so haid (ioi nought so liaid may light, 
That it to such a sti eight mote you constiaine) 

As to abandon that which doth containe 
Youi lionouis stile, that is, youi wailike shield 
All pel ill ought be lesse, and lesse all pame 
Then losse of tame in di&aventioxis field 
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‘‘ so,” ((luoth he) “ foi yet, when tune doth sei ve, 
My foimei shield I may lesume aguiie 
To tempo iize is not fiom tiuth to swei\e, 

Ne foi advantage teime to enteitainc, 

When as n^cessitie doth it constiaine ” 

‘‘ Fie on such foig^ie ’ ” (sa} d Ai teg all) 

“ Undei one hood to shadow faces twame 
Knights ought be ti ue, and ti utli is one in 'll! 

Of all things to dissemble fouly may bef ill • ” 

“ Ye*- jet me you of couitesie lequest ’ 

(Said Buibon) “ to assist me now at need 
Against these pesants which have me oppi est, 
And foiced me to so infamous deed, 

That yet my love may fiom then hands be fioed ” 

Sii Aitegall, albe he caist did wyte 

His waveung mind, yet to his aide agieed, 

And hiicLling him eftsoones unto the fight, 

Did set upon those tioupes with all his powi e mdmight 

Who floclviiig lound ihout them, as a swaiine 5S 
Of flyes upon a biichen bough doth clu&tei, 

Did them assault with teuible allaime , 

And ovei all the fields tliemseh e& did mustei , 
With bils and glayves nuking a dieadfull lustei, 
That foist at fiist those Liiights Dacke to letyie 
As when the wiathfiill Boieas doth hlu&tci, 
Nought may abide the tempest of his yie , 

Both man and beast doe fly, and succom doe inqmie 

But when as oveiblowen was tint hiunt, 59 

Those knights began afiesh them to assajle, 

And all about the fields like Squiiiels hunt, 

But chiefly Talus with his yion flayle, 

Gainst which no flight noi lescue mote ava^le, 
Made ciuell havocke of the basei ciew, 

And chaced them both o\ ei hill and dale 
The laskall nuuie soone they oveithiew , 

But the two knights themsches then captains did 
subdmv 
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last lliey came wheieas that Ladie bode, bo 
Whom now hci keepeis had foisakcn quight 
To save themselves, and scatteied weic abiod? 
Hei halfc dismay d they found in doubtfiill pbgbt. 
As neithei glad noi soiie foi then sight , 

Yet wondious faire she was, and iicSy clad 
In loiall lobes, and many jcwells dight , 

But that those villens thiough then usage bad 
Them fouly lent, and shainefully defaced had 

But Bui bon, sti eight dismounting fiom his steed, 6i 
Unto hci itin with gieedie gieat desyie. 

And catching hei fast by hei lagged weed 
Would have embiaced hei with hait ent}ie , 

But she backstaiting with disdainefull yic 
Bad him a\aunt, no would unto his loie 
Alluiedbe foi piayei noi foi meed 
Whom when those knights so fiowaid and foiloie 
Beheld, they hei lebuked and upbiayded soie 

Sayd Aitcgall ‘‘ What foule disgiace is tins 6a 
To so fane Ladie, as ye seeme in sight. 

To blot yoiu beautie, that unblemisht is, 

AVith so foule blame as bieach of taith once plight, 
Oi change of love foi any woilds delight ^ 

Is ought on eaith so pietious oi deaie 
As piayse and honoui ^ Oi is ought so biight 
And beautifull as gloiies beanies appeal e. 

Whose goodly light then Phabus lampe doth shine 
moie cleaie ^ 

cc Why then will }e, fond Dame, attempted bee 6? 
Unto a ^liangeis love, so lightly placed, 

Foi guiftes of gold oi any woiklly glee, 
lo leave the love that ye befoie embiaced, 

And let yoiii f ime with falshood be defaced ^ 

Fie on the pelfe foi which good name is sold. 

And honoui with indignitie debased ^ 

Doaiei lb love then life, and fame then gold , 

But deuei then them both youi faith once plighted 
w 1 1 ” 
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Much was the Ladie m hei gentle mind 64 

Ahisht at his lebuke, that bit hei iieaie, 

IN’ ought to aiibwcie theieunto did find , 

Eut hanging down hei head with heavie cheaie, 
Stood long ama/d ab bhe amated wene 
Which Bullion seeing hei agaiue asba>d, 

And clasping twi\t Ifis aimes, hei up did leaie 
Upon his steede, whiles she no wdiit gamesa} d 
So boi e hex quite away, noi well noi ill apayd 

Nathlesse^the yion man did still pm sew 65 

Tint laskall many with unpiticd spojle , 

INe ceassed not, till all then scattied ciew 
Into the sea he dio'vc quite liom that soyle. 

The which they tioublcd had with gieat tuimo^le 
But Aitegall, seeing liis ciuell deed, 

Commaunded him fiom slaiightei to ieco}le, 

And to his voyage gau againe pioceed, 

Foi that the teime, appiochnig fist, lequiied speed 
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CANTO XII 

Aiiegall doth Sit But bon aide, 
And blames Jot changing shieUf’ 
lie iLilh ihe gteat Giatj^oito Jights, 
And slaieth him in field 
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SACEED Imngei of ambitious nundes, i 
And impotent desiie of men to lame ’ 
Whom neithei diead of God, thit de\il^ 
bindes, 

Noi lawes of men, that common weales containe, 
Xoi bands of natnie, that wilde beastes lestiainc, 
Can keepo fiom outrage and fiom doing wiong, 

'W hei e they may hope a king dome to obtaine 
No faith so fiime, no tiust can be so stiong, 

No love so lasting then, that may enduien long 

Witncsse may Bui bon be, whom all the bands a 
Which may a Knight assme had suiely bound, 
Untill the love of Loidship and of lands 
Made him become most faithless and unsound 
And witnessc be Geiioneo found, 

Who foi like cause fan e Beige did oppi esse. 

And right and wiong most ciuelly confound 
And so be now Giantoito, who no lesse 
Then all the lest buist out to all outiagiousnesse 

Gainst whom Sn Ai tegall, long having since 3 
T ikeii in h xnd th’ exploit, being theietoo 
Appointed by that mightie Faeiie Prince, 

Gieat Gloiiane, that Tyiant to foidoo, 

Unough othei gieat ad\entuies hcthcitoo 
Had It foislackt but now time diawing ny 
To him ass} nd hei high beheast to doo, 

To the sea shoie he gan his way appl}, 

To wecte if shipping i eadie he mote thei e desci y 
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Tho when they came to the sea coast they tound 4 
A ship all leadie (as good foitune fell) 

T^put to sea, with whom they did compound 
To passe them ovei wheie them list to tell 
The wmde a^d weathei seized them so well, 

Tliat m one day they^witli the coast did fall , 
Wheieas they leadic found, them to lepell, 

Gieit hostes of men in oider maitiall, 

Which them foibad to land, and footing did foi stall 

But nathemoie would they fzoin land lefiame 5 
But when as nigh unto the shoie they diew 
That foot of man might sound the hottome plainc, 
Talus into the sea did foith issew [thiew , 

Though daits fiom shoie and stones they at liim 
And wading thioiigh the waves >>1^ stedfast bv,n ) , 
Maugie the might of all those tionpes m \ew, 

Did win the shoie , whence he tliem chost away, 
And made to fly like dov cs whom th’E igle doth afli a^ 

The wliyles Sn Ai teg ill with that old knight 6 
Did forth descend, thei e being none them neai c, 
And foiwaid maiched to a towne in sight 
By this came tidings to the T^iants eaie, 

By those which eai&t did fly away foi feaie, 

Of then aiiival wheiewith tioubled soie 
He all his foices stiaight to him did leaie, 

And forth issuing with his scouts afoie, 

Meant them to have encounti ed ei c they left the shoi e 

But eie he maiched fane he with them met, 7 

And fieicely charged them with all his foice , 

But Talus steinely did upon them set. 

And hiusht and battred them without lemoise, 
That on the giound he left full many a coise , 

Ke any able was him to withstand, 

But he them overthrew both man and hoise, 
lhat they lay scattred over all the land, 

As thicke as doth the seede aftei the soweis hand 
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Till Aitegall him seeing so to lage 8 

Willd him to stay, and signe of tiuce did m ike 
To wliitli all liaikning did a while asswage 
Then loiccs fane, and then teiioi slake, 

Till he an Heiauld cald, and to hinj. spake, 

Willing him wend unto thi^Tyiant sti eight, 

And tell him that not foi such slaughtei s sake 
He thethex came, but foi to tiie the right 
Of fayie Iienaes cause with him in single iiglit 

And willed him foi to icclayme w itli speed 9 

Ills scattied people, eie they all weie slanie, 

And time and place con-venient to aieed, 

In which the} two the combat might daiiaine 
Which message when Giantoito heaid, full fi}ne 
And glad ho was the slaughter so to stay , 

And pointed foi the combat twixt them twayiie 
The moiiow ne\t, ne gave him longei day 
So sounded the letiaitc, and diew Ins folkc away 

That night Sii Ai teg all did cause his tent 10 

Thei e to be pitched on the open plaine , 

Fox he had given sti eight commaundemeut 
That none should daie him once to enteitaine , 
Which none dui st bi eake, though many w ould 1 iglifc 
Foi fine lien a, whom they loved deaie [fame 
But yet old Seigis did so well him paine, 

That fiom close fiiend^, that dai’d not to appeal e, 
lie all things did purv ay which foi them needfull weare 

The moiiow next, that was the dismall day ii 
Appointed foi Iienas death befoie, 

So soone as it did to the woild display 
His chearefull face, and light to men lestoie. 

The heavy Mayd, to whom none tydmgs boie 
Of Aitegals any vail hei to fiee, 

Lookt up with eyes full sad and hait full soie, 
Weening lici lifes last howie then neaie to bee, 
Sith no ledcmption nigh she did noi heaxe noi see 
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Then up blie lose, and on liei sellc did flight iz 
Mobt squalid oximentb, fit foi such a thy, 

J1^ld with dull coiinU nanco and with dulotul sj i i^ut 
She foitli IS bioiiGfht m soiiowfull dibiniy 
Foi to iece^\c the doome of her dcca} 

JJiit comming to thi^ pi ice, and finding tliuo 

Sii Aitegall, in battailous an ay 

Way ting his foe, it did her deid halt chcaio. 

And new life Cb liei lent in midst of deadl^r teaic 

Like as a tendei Rose m open phme, 13 

That with untimely di ought nigh \\itheied wa«, 
•And hung the head, soone as few diops ot 1 line 
Theieon di&till and deaw hei d untie fxce, 

Gms to look up, and with iiesh wronted gi ice 
Dibpieds the gloiie of hei leases gay , 

Such was Iienas countenance, snch her case, 
When Aitegall she saw in tint an ay, 

Theie w 13 ting foi the Tjiaiit till it was fane div 

Who c am e at long th w 1 th p i oud pi esurapteo us g ite 14 
Into the field, is if he teai eltsse w C’' c 
All aimed in a cole ol non plate 
Ot gieat deicnco to w aid the deadly feaie , 

And on his head a stecle cap he did weaie 
Ot coloui lustie hiowne, hut sine and stiong , 

And in his hand an huge Polaxe did heaie, 

Whose steale was yioii studded, but not long, 
With which he wont to fight to ju&tifie hi& wiong 

Of stataue huge and hideous ho was, 15 

Like to a Giant foi his monstious hight, 

And did in stiength most soils of men suipas, 

Ne erei any found his match 111 might , 

Theieto he had gieai skill m single fight 
Ills face was ugly and his countenance steine, 
That could have fiajd one with the veiy sight, 
And gaped like a gulfe when ho did geine , 
Tliaiwhcthei manoimou>lei oneconld^cai^edisceine 
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Sooiie as he did within the li&teb appeal e, i6 

With dieadfull looke he Aitegall beheld, 

As if he would have daunted him with fcare , 

And, gunning giiebl^, did against him weld 
Ills deadly weapon which in hand hj held 
But til’ Elfin swayne, that oft had seeiie like ‘’ighf, 
Was itli his ghastly countliance nothing queld , 
But gan him sti eight to })^^<^kle to the fight, 

And cast his shield about to be m leadle plight 

The tiompets sound, and they togethei goe 17 

"With dieadfull ten 01 and with fell intent, 

And then huge stiokes full daungeiously besto\y',#% 
To doe most dammage wheie as most they inent 
But with such foice and fmie violent 
The Tyiant thundiod his thicke blowes so fast, 
That through the yion walles then way they icnt, 
And even to the vitall paits they past, 

!Ne ought could them endui e,but all they cleft 01 bi ast 

'Which Cl uell outi age w hen as Ai teg all 1 8 

* Did well a\ ize, thencefoi th with w ai le heed 
He shund his stiokes, wheie evei they did fall. 
And way did gi\e unto then giacelesse speed 
As when a skilfull Maiiinei doth iced 
A stoime ‘ippioching tint doth peiill tin eat, 

He w ill not bide the daungei of such di ead, 

But stiikcs his sayles, and veieth his mamslieat, 
And lends unto it leaVe the emptie ayi e to beat 

So did the Eaeiie knigbt hiinselfe abeaxe, 19 

And stouped oft his head fiom harme to shield 
No shame to stoupe, ones head moie high to icare, 
And, much to game, a litle foi to yield 
So stoutest knights doen oftentimes in field 
But still the tyi ant stei nely at him layd, 

And did his yi on a\e so nimbly wield, 

That many wounds into his flesh it made, 

And with hi§ biiidenous blowes him soi e did eilade 
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Yet ■tv hen ats tit ad\antage he did •"p}, 20 

Ihe wluiets the cnised felon Iiigh did icaie 
Ifis ciuell hand to smite liiiii moit'dl}, 

TJndex hib sti oke he to him stepping iieni e 
Right 111 he flanke him stiooke itli deadly dieaie, 
That the goie blond ^henee gushing giieioudy 
Did undeinealh him like a pond appeal e, 

And all liis ainioui did with puiple dje 
Tlieicat he bin}ed loud, and \ died dieadtull} 

Yet the huge stioke, Y^hich he botore intended, 21 
Kept on Ins couise as lit did it duett, 

And 111th sudi monstioiis poise adoiine descended, 
Tint seemed nought could him fioni deith piotect, 
But he it well did ivaid 111th iiise lespect, 

And tiii\t him and the blow his shield did cast, 

W Inch theieon seizing tooke no gieat effect, 

But by ting deepe theiein did sticke so fist 
That by no meanes it backc agame he foi th could wi i&t 

Long iihilc he tug’d and stio\e to get it out, zz 
And all ins pome ‘ippl}ed tlieieunto, 

Tint he theiemth the knight diew all about 
Natlile«^fce, foi all that eici he could doe, 

His a\e he could not fi om his shield nndoe , 
“Which Aitegall peiceiving stiooke no moie, 

But loosing soone his shield did it fbigoe, 

And 11 lilies he combi ed iv as theiemth so soie, 
fie gan at him let dine moie fieiccly then afoie 

So well hf him pui sew’d, that at the last 23 

He stioke him with Chrysaoi on the bed, 

That mth the souse theieof full soie aghast 
He staggeied to and fio in doubtfull sted 
Agame, whiles he h?m saw so ill bested, 

He did him smite w ith nil his might and maino, 
That, falling, on hit, mothei eaith he fed 
Whom 'i\hen he saw piostiated on the plnme, 

He lightly left his head to ease him of his pnine 

IV H 
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WbiJi ^vlien the people lound about him saw, 2^ 
They shouted, all foi joy of his siiccesse, 

Glad to be quit fiom that pioud Tyiants awe, 
Which with stiong powie did them long time op- 
And lunning all with gieedie joyfulnesse [presse, 
To fane Iiena, at hei feet did fall, 

And liei adoied with due humblenesse 
As then tiue Liege and Piincesbc natuiall , 

And eke hei champions gloiie sounded ovei all 

Who stieight hei leading with meete niajestio 25 
Unto the pallace whei e then kings did 1 ayne, 

Did hei thei ein establish peaceablie, 

And to hei kmgdomes seat lestoie agayne 
And all such poisons, as did late mamtayne 
That Tyiants pait with close 01 open ayde, 

He SOI ely punished with hcavie paj ne , 

That in shoit space, whiles theie with hei he stajd, 
Not one was left that duist hei once have disobayd 

Dining which time that he did Iheie leinayiie, 26 
His studio was tiue Justice how to deale. 

And day and night employ’d his busie panic 
How to lefoime that lagged common -wcale 
And that same jion man, which could loveale 
All hidden ciinies, thiough all that lealme he sent 
To seaich out those that usd to 10b and steale, 

Oi did 1 obeli gainst lawfull government , 

On whom he did inflict most giievous pimishmonl 

But ere he coulde lefoime it thoioughly, 27 

He through occasion called was away 
To Faeiie Couit, that of necessity 
His course of Justice he was foist to stay, 

And Talus to revoke from the light way 
In which he was that Bealme for to lediesse 
But envies cloud still dimmeth veitnos lay 
So, having fieed Lena from distiesse, 

He tooke his leave of hci, there left 111 heavinesse 
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Tlio liG bade lotuincd fioni tint hml, 2S 

iWid tlieie 'lim’d laime iilicncc toitli he bct, 
lie had not pissed lane upon the stiaiid, 

When ns two old ill f loom’d High he niol, 

By the wa) side being togethei set , 

Two giiosly cientuith and to th it then fieco 
Most loiile and filthic weie, then gniments \Lt, 
Being ill lag’d nnd tittei’d, thou di^giacc^ 

Did much the moi eniiament, nnd made most ugh c i&eb 

The one of them, tli it cldei did nppenie, 29 

With hei dull ejets did boenie to looke aske r, 
Thnthei inis-shipe mnchhelpt , nmlhei foiilehcuc 
Ilung loose and loathsomelj' Theieto hei liew 
Wis wan and lenne, thit nil hei teeth new, 

And all hei bones might tlnoughhci cheekes be icd 
Ilei lips weie, like law lethci, pale ind blew 
And ns «!ho spnke theiewith she sincied, 

Yet &p ike she seldom, but thought moi 0 thelc^s she sed 

Ilei hinds weie foule and dm lie, ne''ei wa^ht 30 
In nil hex life, with long nn\les o\a iiugbt, 

Like puttocks thwes, with th’ one of which 
SCI ncht 

Ilei cuised held, illhougli it itched n night 
The othei held i smke with \emme fiiught 
On which she fed nnd gnawed hungiily. 

As it that long she h id not enten ought , 

That lound about hex jiwes one might desciy 
The bloudie goie nnd poyson diopping lothsomely 

Hei name was Eniie, knowen w cll theiebj, 31 
Whose natuie is to giieie nnd giudge at all 
That e\ei she sees doen pin}3-woithdw, 

IVhose bight to hei is gieitest ciobsc mij fill, 
And i e\eth bO th it makes hex cit hex gill , 

Eox when she wanteth other thing to eat, 

She foedes on hex owne mnw unnntuinll, 

And of hex owne foule enti a} les makes hex me , 
Meat fit fox such a monstei^ raon toioub d}eat 
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And if bhc liapt of any good to heaic, 3s 

Ihit had to any happily betid, 

Then would she inly fi et, and gi ie\ c, and teai e 
IIu flesh foi felnesbC, T\hich she uu\aid hid 
But if she heaid of ill that any did, # 

Oi haime that any had, th would bhe make 
Gieat cheaie, like one unto a banquet bid, 

And m anothei 1 losse gi eat pleasui e take, 

Ab she had got theieby and giyned a gieit stake 

The othei nothing bettei was then shee, 33 

Agieeing m bad will and cancicd kynd , 

But m bad manei they did disagi ee, 

Poi what so Envie good 01 bad did nd 
She did conceale, and muidei hei owne nijnd , 
But thl^, what e\ei ewill she conceived, 

Did spied ahioad and thiow in th’ open wynd 
Yet this in all hei woids might be peiceived, 

That all she sought was mens good name to h^^c 
bei ea\ cd 

Foi what soe\ ci good by anj sayd 34 

Or doen she hcaid, she would sti eightway es invent 
How to depiave 01 slaundeiously upbiajd, 

Oi to misconstiue of i mans intent. 

And tuine to ill the thing that well was ment 
Theiefoie she used often to lesoit 
To common haunts, and companies fiequent, 

To heaike what any one did good lepoit. 

To blot the same with blame, or wie&t in wicked soit 

And if that any ill she heaid of any, 35 

She would it eeke, and make much woise by telling, 
And take gieat joy to publish it to many, 

That eveiy mattei woise was for he'' melling 
Hei name was hight Deti action, and hei dwelling 
Was neaie to Envie, even hei neighbour next , 

A wicked hag, and Envy selfe excelling 
In mibthiefe , for hei selfe she onely vext. 

But this same both hei selfe and othei s eke peiplext 
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Ilei face was and hei moutli distoit, 36 

Fomiiig ^vith po}soii louiid about liei giL, 

wliicli bei cui&ecl tongue, full sliiipe and sboit, 
Appeal’d like aspis sting that closely Lil^, 

Oi ciuelly does wound whom so she wils 
A dibtaife m hei otj^ei hand she had, 

Upon the which she litle spumes, hut spils , 

And faynets to wea've false tales and leasings bid, 
To thiow amongst the good \\hicliotheis had dispiad 

These two now had themselves combynd in one, 37 
And Imckt togethei gainst Sii Aitegall , 

Foi whom they way ted as his moitall fone, 

How they might make him into mischiefe tall, 

Foi fleeing tiom then snaies Iiena thiall 
Besides, unto themselves they gotten had 
Amonstei, which the Blatant beast men call, 

A dieadtull feend of gods and men ydiad, 

Whom they by slights allui’d, and to then pm pose lad 

Such were these Higs and so unhandsome diest 38 
Who when they nigh appioching had esp}de 
Sii Aitegall, letuin’d fiom his late quest, 

They both ai ose, and at him loudly ciyde, 

As It had bene two shepheaids cuiies hid sci>dc 
A lavenous Wolte amongst the scatteied llockes 
And Envie fiist, as she that fiist him eyde, 
Towaides him iun<?, and with lude fliiing lockes 
About hei eaies, does beat hei biest and toihead 
knockes 

Then fiom hei mouth the gobbet she does take, 39 
The which wliyleaie she was so gieedily 
Devouimg, even that halfe-gnawen snake, 

And at him tliiows it most de'!pightfully 
The cuised Soipent, though she hungrily 
Eaist chawd theieon, yet was not all so dead 
But that some life lemayned secietly, 

And as he past afoie withouten diead, 

Bit him behind, that long the maikc was to be lead 
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Ihen til’ otlici commmg iieaie gin linn icvile, 40 
And touH ia)Io Mitli ill &I10 could invent, 
b i)ing til it I'c ]i id, lutli unmanly guile 
And IquIc ibuteion, both liib honoui blent, 

And lint blight bwoid, the «n\oid of^ustice lent 
II id sti}ncd vith lepiochfu^l ciueltic 
In guiltk&^L blood ot miny an innocent 
As loi Gi inJtoito, him with tieaclieiic 
And ti i}nLS huing suipiiz’d, he foiily did to die 

Theieto the Blatant beast, by them set on, 41 

At him began aloud to biike and bay 
ith bittei lage and tdl contention, 

Tint ill the wood& and locke^ nigh to that way 
Bouni to ciuike and tiemble with dismiy. 

And dlthe me iebellov\ed agiiiie, 

So dieidtully his hundiod tongues did biay 
And e\eiinoio those lugs them selves did pune 
To shai pell him, nndtheii ov nc cm sed tongs did stiainc 

And still among most bittei woides they spake, 42 
Alost shaniefiill, most uniighteous, most untiow, 
dll it they the mildest 111 lu alne would make 
Toiget Ins pit’eiice, and }ecld -vcngeaimce dew 
To hei, til it so filse scl lundeis at him thiew 
And UiOic, to make them pieice and wound moie 
detpe, 

She wita the «!tnig winch m hei vile tongue giew 
Did ‘'hai pen them, and in ti esh poyson steepe 
Yet he pist on, and seem’d of them to tike no Leepc 
But Talus, healing hei so lew dly 1 iile, 4-; 

AnJ speike so ill ot him that well deseiaed, 
AVould hei haae cliistiz’d with his }ion flaile, 

It hei Sii Ai tog all had not pieseiaed. 

And him ioibidtkn, who his hoast obseived 
So much the moie at him still did she scold. 

And stones did c 1st , } et he foi nought w ould s wei ve 
Fiom hib light couibc, but still the wiy did hold 
To r K' 'c Com t, w hei e what him fell shall else be tola 
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HE waies, tliiougli winch my weaiy slops 
Igujde I 

’fSS In tins delightfull hncl of Eaei}, 

Aio so e\cecding spacious and wjde, 
And spimcklcd with such sweet 'v ai lety 
Of all thit plcabant is to eaie oi eje, 

That I, nigh laviJit with laic thoughts delight, 
My tedious tia\ell doe ioiget theicb} , 

And, when I gin to fecle decay of might, 

It sti ength to me supplie'?, and cheai s my dulled &pi igh t 


Such secret comfoit and such hea\enly pleasuies, a 
Ye sacied imps, that on Painasso dwell, 
Andtheie the keeping h i\e of learnings thieasuics 
"^^hich doe all woildly iiches fane e\cell, 

Into the mindes of moitall men doe well, 
Andgoodlj fuiy into them infuse, 

Guyde j e mj footing, and conduct me well 
In these stiange waios wheie ne-vci foote did use, 
lie none cni find but who was taught them b} the 
Muse 
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llevele to me the bacied nouiseiy 3 

Of \eitiie, "which 'v\ith }Ou doth theie leuiamej 
IVheie it m feihei bowie does hidden ly 
Fiom view of men, and wicked woilds disdaine , 
Since It at fiist was by the Gods WKfh paine 
Planted m eaith, being deirved at fui&t 
Fioin heavenly seedes of bounty so'veraine, 

And by them long with ciiefull laboui must, 

Till It to iipenesbc giow, and foith to honoui biiist 

Amongst them all giowes not a fa}iei flowie 4 
Then is the bloosme of comely couitesie, 

Which though it on a lowly stalke doe bowie, 

Yet biancheth ioith m bia've nobilitie,* 

And &pieds it selte thiough all cnihtie 

Ot w Inch though pi esent age doe plenteous seeme, 

Yet, being mxtdit with plauie xVntiquitie, 

Ye will them all but fajned show’’es estecme, 
Which cuiy colouis fine that feeble eies misdeemc 

But, in the tiidl of tiuc cmtebie, S 

Its now so fane fioin tint which then it was, 

That It indeed ib nought but foigeiic, 

Fadiion d to jilease the eies ot them that pa«!, 
hicli see not pei feet things but m a gla& 

Yet IS that glas&e so gay, that it can bijnd 
The wisest sight to thiiiLe gold tint is bias , 

But leitucb seat is deepe within the mynd, 

And notin outw aidshow ^,butinw ai d thoughts defyiul 

But wheic shall I in all Antiquity 6 

So fine a patteine finde, wheie may be seene 
The goodl} piaise of Piincely cuitesie, 

As in }oui selfe, 0 soieiaine Lady Queeiie ^ 

In whose piiie minde, as m a mm our sheeiie, 

It shower and with hei biightnesse doth inflame 
The e)es ot all which theieon fived beene, 

But menteth indeede an higher name 
Yet so fi oin low to bigli uplitted is yoiii fame 
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Then paidon me, most dieailed So^ei une, 7 

That fioiii }oui selfc I doe this \eitue bung, 

Jtiid to }Oui selfe doe it letuinc agame 
So fioui the Ocean all iiveib spimg, 

And tiibu*e backe lepay as to then King 
Hight faO fiom }Ou j^ll goodly \eitues well 
Into the lest which lound about }0u ring, 

Fane Loids and Ladies which about }ou dwell, 
And doe adorne }Oui Couit wheie coiiitesies c\ccll 
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F Couit, it fcLeiue«! men Couitesie doe call, 
Foi that it tlieie luobt iibetli to abound , 
And udl beseemetli that lu Piinceb bill 
Tliat -vtituo bliould be plentifully found, 
hidi of ill goodlj- niauneia i& the gioiuid, 

And loote of civill con\ei&atiou 
Ilii*ht fao lu F iei> couit it did ledound, 
heic cuiteoiia Ivnightb and Ladies most did won 
Ot ill on eaith, and m^de a niitclilesbe pu igon 

Lilt inonabt them all u as none moie coiiiteoiis Iviught 
Then C ilido* e, beloi ed o'^ ei ill, 

III IV horn, i( seemes thit genllenesse of spiight 
And minneis mjldt wue planted natuitill, 

To which he adding comely guize with ill 
And giacmus speich, did stcale mens hcaitb away 
Xithlesse theieto he w is full stout and tall. 

And wtdl appiov’d m batteilous aflia}, 

Th It him did much i enowme, and fai his fame display 

Ke was thcio Knight no was theie Lady found 3 
In Fieiy couit, but him did deaie emhiace 
Foi his fane V'>age and conditions sound, 

The which in ill mens likiiig gayned plico, 

And with the gre'>lebt puichabt gieatc&t giaoe 
Inch ho could wisely Ubc, and well apply, 

To pic VC the host, and tlf e\ ill to cmhabc , 

3 01 he loithd leabing and babe flittoi}, 

‘W'd Io\ed simple tiutli and stedfast honesty 
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And now lie w is ti ivcll on Ins s} , 

Uppon an hiid adventnie soic bcsUd, 

W^ienab !>} cliainice ho met nppoii a ch^ 

"iVitii Aitcg ill, letuimng }ct h life sid 
Fiom his Li^e cor quest ivhith he gotten had 
Who i\heins each of othei had a sight, 

The;^ knew them schfs and both then pciaoiis laO , 
When C ilidoie thus fii&t “ Ilaile, noblest Kiuglit 
Of all this day on gi ound that bi t ithen lu mg spi ight ’ 

“ jJTow tell, if please you, of the good successe > 
Which } e ha\c hid m }oui late enteipii/e 
To whom Sa AiUgdl g m to evpiesse 
Ills whole exploite ind i iloious einpi ize. 

In 01 del as it did to him iiize 
* ITow, happy man,” (sajd then Sii Calidoie) 
Which h-iie, so goodly as }e can deiizo, 
Atehie\’d so haid a quest, as few befoie , 

That shill }ou most lenowmed make foi? C'veinioie 

But wlicie }e ended haie, now I begin 6 

To tie id an endlesse ti ice, i.ithouten ga}do 
Oi good dncction how to cnlci m, 

Oi how to is'sue loith in waits unti>de, 

In penis otiangc, iii laboms long and wide , 

In which although good Foitune me bet ill, 

Tet shill it not h} none be teslif^de ’ 

“What IS that quest,” (quoth then fen Aiteg ill) 

“ That you into such penis picsently doth call 

“The Blittant Beast” (quoth he) ‘ I doe pm-ew, 7 
And thiough the v^oild nice santl} doe chase, 

Till I him oveitake, 01 else subdew 
Yet know I not 01 hoiv, 01 in wbit pi ice 
To find him out, }et still I loxwaid tiaec ” 

“ IWiat IS that Blattant Beist (then he leplide ) 
“ It IS 1 Monstoi bied of hellishe 1 ice,” 

(Then answeied he) ‘ wdiieh often Intli anuo\tl 
Good Knights and L idies ti 110, and man\ else desti o} d 
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“Ot Ceibeuis -vvlulome lie was begot 8 

And tell Climiieia, m hei daiLesome den, 

Tliiougli fowle conimixtuie of hit. filthy blot^ 
Wheie he was fostied long m Stygian fen, 

Till lie to peitect iipenesse giew , ^nd then, 

Into tins wicked world lie^oith was sent 
To be the plague and scouige of wi etched men, 
Whom with vile tongue and veneinous intent 
lie soie doth wound, and bite and ciuelly toiment ” 

“ Then, since the sahage Ibland I did lea\c,’* 9 
Sayd Ai tegall, “ I such a Beast did see, 

The which did seeine a thousand tongues to ha\^ 
That all in spiglit and inilice did agiee , 

M ith which he ba^d and loudly baikt at inee, 

As if tint he attonce would me de'vouie 
But I, that knew’’ my selfe fioin peiill fiee, 

Did nought legaid his malice noi his powie , 

But he the moie his wicked poison forth did pome ” 

“lint suiely i& that Beast” (saide Calidoie) 10 
“ Which I puisue, of whom I am light glad 
To heaie these tidings, which of none afoie 
Thiough all my weai^ tia\ell I ha\e had, 

Yet now some hope }oui woids unto me add ” 

“ Isow God }ou speed,” (quoth then Sii Ai tegall) 
And keepe }oui body fioin the daungei diad, 
Foi -ve lu\c much adoe to deale wnthall ” 

So both tooke goodly lei've, and paited se\eiall 

Sn Cilidoie thence tia\elled not long, ii 

AVlienas by chauncc a comely Squue he found, 
Tint thoiough some moie mighty enemies wiong 
Both hand and foote unto a tiee was bound, 

'W ho, seeing him fioin fine, with piteous sound 
Of hib shiill cues him cilled to liis aide 
To whom appiocliing, in that painefull stoiind 
When he him sxw, foi no demaundb he stude, 

But fiist him losde, and aftciwaicU thus to him s-xido 
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“ Unlnj^py Squii e ’ w hat Ini <1 mibhap thee bi ought i z 
In^o this bay of penll and disgiace ^ 

AVhat ciuell hxnd th} wi etched thialdome wi ought, 
And thee c'^tyved m this shamefiill placed” 

To -whom he answeied thus “My Inplcsse case 
Is not occasiond thio%gh my niisdeseit, 

But thiough imsfoituiie, ■v\hich did me abase 
Unto fins shame, and my young hope subteif, 

Eic that I in hei guilefull tiaines ixas well expeit 

“ Not fine fiom hence, uppon yoxid locky hill, 13 
Haid b} a sti eight, Iheie stands a castle stiong, 
Which doth obseixe a cu&tome leud and ill, 

And it hath long inajntaind 'with might) wiong 
Eoi may no Knight 1101 Lady passe along 
That wa} , (and yet they needs must passe that wa) , 
By leabon of the sti eight, and locks among) 

But they that Ladies lockes doe sha\ e aw ay, [pax ” 
And that knights beid, foi toll which they loi p ibsagc 

“A shaniefull use as e\ei I did heue,” 14 

Sayd Calidoie, “ and to be o^eithiownc 
But by what meanes did the} at fii&t it reaie. 

And foi what cause ^ tell, if thou h e it know nc ” 
Sa}dthen that Squiie, “The Lady, which doth ownc 
This Cabtle, is by name Biiana hight, 

Then which a pioiidei Lady li\eth none 
She long time hath deaie lov’d a doughty Knight, 
And sought to win his lov e by all the meane& she might 

“ His name ib Ciudoi , who, thiough high dibdame 15 
And pioud despight of his &elfe pleasing mynd, 
Refused hath to yeeld hei love againe, 

Untill a Mantle she toi him doe fynd 

With beaids of Knights and locks of Ladies lynd 

Which to pi ov ide she hath this C istle dight, 

And theiem hath a Seneschall as^jynd, 

Cald Ma-leffoit, a man of mickle might. 

Who e\ecutes hex wicked will xvith woibC despight 
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“ lie, tbib simc (liA, as I that did come i6 
"W ith a fine D im/ell, my beloved dcaie. 

In execution ol liei la'^\leb&e doonie 
Did «'Lt us lining both foi fe^e, 

Foi little bootcb agaiiibt. hi^i hand to leue 
Me fiibt he touke unhable to withstond, 

And -whiles he hci pm sued e\eiy -wheie, 

Till his letuine unto this tioe he bond , 
iSTe -i^uto I suieh -iHiethei hei he }Ct have fond ” 

Thus V, hiles the} spake thc^ hem d a i uefull shi leke 1 7 
Oi one loud cijing, -s^hich they sti eight -way gho'-t 
That it "v^ she the hich foi helpe did seeke 
llio looking u]) unto the ciy to lest, 

The-s tint Ciilo fiom line, yith hand unblcbt 
Hilling tnat imjden by th^ jello-w heme, 

Tint ill hei gaimontb fiom hei snow} biesl, 

And tioin liei head hei lockcb he nigh did teue, 
Xe would he «paie foi pitt}, noi letiaine foi feaic 

Wliuh ha} nous sight when Calidoie beheld, 18 
Lll^ooneb he loobd that Squnc, and so him left 
'With hoaits di&nn) and inwaid doloiii qiield, 

Foi to pin -5 lO tint Mllime, which had left 
Tint piteous spoilo h} so in]iiiioiis theft, 

Whom 01 eit iking, loude to him lie ci}de 
“ Loa-ic, f i}toi, quickel} that mibgotten weft 
To him that hath it bettei }iistit}de, 

And tuine thee sooneto him of whom thou ait defyde ’ 

Who heaikriing to that -voice him selfe upieaicl, 19 
And seeing him so fieicely towardes make, 

Agiinst him stoutly lan, as nought afoaid, 

But lathci moie einag’d foi those woid& sake, 

And with steinc count’nannce thus unto him fep<iLe 

“ Alt tiioii the cavtive that defyest me ® 

knd foi thib hliul, wliObC paity thou doest take, 

MS dt give th} bf 11 d, though it but little bee ^ 

Yet shall it not hei lockcb foi launsome fio me tiee ” 
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IVitli tint lie fieicely it him flew, ami h}d 20 

Oi^liidcoub stiokcb with mobt impoituiie niijilu 
Thit oft he made him btiggoi ab unslijd, 

And oft lociiile to ^hnnne his shaipe despioh^ 

Rut Calidoi 0 , that a<? v ell «kild 111 fight, 

Him long foiboie, an^ still his spinte spaiM, 

Lying 111 aite how him he d iiindge might , 

Rut when he felt him shimke, and come to w nd, 
He gieatei giew, and gnn to dii\c at him moic Inid 

Like ab a watei stit ime, i\hose si\clling soin«e 21 
Shall dine a Mill, with"! stioiig bancks is pent, 
And long iestia}ncd of his iead\ com&e, 

So sooiie as passigo i& unto him lent, 

Rieakeb foith, and makcb his way moie 'violent , 
Such was the fuiy of Sii Cilidoie 
When once he ielt hib focnian to lelent, 

Ho fieicel} him puisu’d, and piesbcdsoie, 
lYho as he still decijd so he on ci eased moio 

The hea“vy bin den of 'v\hobe dieadfull might iz 
"When as the Caile no longei could smt ime 
Ills heai t ga ! faint, and sti eight he tooke his flight 
Tow aid the Cistle, whue, if need consti line, 

Ills hoiie of leluge used to lemame 
M^hoin Cihdoie peicening fast to die, 

He him puisu’d lud chaced thiougli the pi line, 
That he foi dread of death gan loudc to cue 
Unto the waid to open to him ha&tilic 

They, fiom the wall him seeing so aghast, 23 

The gate soone opened to leccive him 111 , 

Rut Cal doie did follow him so fast, 

That eaen in the Poich he him did win, 

And cleft his head asiindei to his cliin 
The caikasse tai.mbhng do-vane within the doie 
Lid choke the entiaimce with a lumpe ot sm, 

That it could not be shut , whilebl Calidoie 
Lid entei in, and slew the Poitei on the floie 
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"With tliat the icbl tlie whicli tlie Cablle kept 14. 
About him flockt, and liaid at him did Hy , 

But he them ill fiom him full lightly swept 
As doth a Steiic, m heat of somineis day, 

^Vith hib long taile the bi;yzes biu&l^ away 
Ihence pa&smg toith into^he hall he came, 

Wheic of the Ladj selfe m sad dismay 
lie lias }mett, who with uncomely shame 
Gan him salute, and fowle upbi lyd w ith f lulty blame 

“ P ike tia} toi Knight ’ ” (said she) “no Knight at all, 
But scoine of annes that hast with guilty hand 
Muidied my men and shine my Seneschall, 

Kow <;omest thou to 10b my house unmand, 

And spoile my selfe that can not thee withstand ^ 
Yet doubt thou not, but that some bettei Knight 
Then thou, that shall thy ticason undei stand, 

AVill It a^cnge, and pa} thee with thy nglit , 

And li none do, }ot shame shal thee with shtame le- 
quiglit ” 

Much was the Knight abashed at that woid , 26 

Yet answer’d thus “ Kot unto me the shame, 

But to the shameful! doei it affoid 
Bloud is no blemish, foi it is no blame 
To punish those that doe deseive tKe same , 

But they that bieake bandb of ciailitie, 

And wicked customes make, those doe defame 
Both noble aimes and gentle ciutesie 
No greater shame to man then inhumanitie 

“ Then doe }Oui selte, foi diead of shame, foigoe 27 
This eaill inannei which ye heie maintame, 

And doe in stead theieof mild cuzt’bie showe 
To all that passe That shill }ou gloiy game 
Moi e then his loi e, which thus ye seeke t’ obtame ” 
Wheiewith all full of wiatli she thus leplyde 
“ Vile lecieant ^ know that I doe much disdaine 
Thy coui teous loi e, that doest my lo\ e dei ide, 

V ho scoines th> } die scoffe, and bidb thee be deh de ” 
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To take defiaunce at a Ladies \\ oi d’* 2S 

(Quoth he) “ I hold it no indignity , 

Bfft 'ueio he lieie, that \\ ould it with his sw 01 d 
Abett, pel haps he mole it deaie aby ” [lU 

“ Cowliei i ’ (quoth she) “ w ere not that thou w ould-^t 
Eie he doe come, he^should be soone m place ” 

“ If I doe so,” (sayd he) “ then libei ty 
I leave to you foi a^e *iie to disgiace 
"W ith all thoae bhames, that ci at j e spake me to deface ” 

\\ ith that a Dwaife she cald to hex ni hast, 19 
And taking fiom hei Innd a iiiig of gould, 

A piny token which betweene them past, 

Bad him to die with all the speed he could 
To Ciudoi , and desiie him that he would 
Vouchsafe to reskue hei against a Elnight, 

Who thi ough sti ong pow 1 e had now hei self m hould, 
Having late shine hei Seneschall in fight, 

And all hex people muidred with outiagious might 

The Dwaife hia way did hast, and went all night , 30 
But Calidoie did with hei there abjde 
The comming of that so much thieatned Kniglit , 
V hei e th it diacoui teous Dame with scoi nfull pn de 
And fowle entieaty him indignifvde, 

That }ion hcait it haidly could sustaine 
Yet he, that could his wi ith lull wisel} gin de, 
Did well enduie hei womanish disdaine, 

And did him selfe fioin fiaile impitience icfi ime 

The nioiiow ne\tj befoie the lampe ot light 31 
Abo\e the eaitli upieaid hi& Aiming head, 

The Dwaife, which bore that message to hei knight, 
Bi ought aunsweie backe, that eie he tisted hie id 
He would hei succoui, and alive oi dead 
Hei foe delivei up into hei hand 
Theiefoie he wild hei doe away all diead , 

And, that ot him she mote as&uied stand, 
lie sent to hci his b iseiiet as a faithfull band 
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Theieof full blj tli the Lady sti eight became, 33 
And gan t’ lugment lici bitleinesse much moie , 
Yet no nlut moio appalled foi the same, 

N'o ought clibina^ed wa‘» Sn Cilidoie, 

But 1 itliei did 111010 cheaietull seo'^e theiefoie 
And haMrg soone I11& ain^s about him dight, 

Did Issue foith to meete his foe afoie , 

A\ lieie long he staged not, 'when as a Knight 
lie spido come piicLiiig on with all his jiowie and might 

Well "w eend he sti eight that he should be the same 33 
Which tooke in hand hei quaiicll to maintune , 
Ke sti}d to iske it it weie he b} name, 

But coucht his speaie, and lan at him amaine 
They bciie > melt in niiddest of the plame 
AY ith so tell fni y and dispiteous foi se, 

Thit neithei could the otheis stioke sustaine, 

But iiidclv ion Id to gioiind, both man and hoise, 
Kedliei of olhei taking pitt} noi leinoise 

But Cilidoie upiose agame full light, 3f 

AAlnles 'yet his foe lay fast in sencelessc sound , 

Yet would he not him huit ilthough he mighi, 
h'oi shame he weend a sleeping wight to w^onnd 
But '\\hen Binna saw that dieiy siouiid, 

Theie wheie she stood uppon the Castle will, 

She deem’d him suie to ha-i e bene dead on giound, 
And made such piteous mouining theiewithall, 
That fiom the battlements she leady seem’d to fall 

K ithlesse at length him sclfe he did upieaie 35 
In liistlesse wise , as if against his will, 

Eie he had slept his fill, he wakened weie. 

And gan to stietch his limbs, which feeling ill 
Of his late fall, a while he icsted still 
But, when he saw lus foe befoie in vew, 

He ‘^liooke off iu&kishnesse , and com age chill 
Kindling aficsh, gan battell to lenew, 

To pioae it bettei footc then horsebacke would ensew 
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Tlieie tlieu began a feaiefull ciudl hay 36 

Betw3\t them t\\ 0 for maysteiy of miglic , 

botli 'rteie w ondious piactickc in that pUy, 
And pa-^sing well expoit m single light, 

And both 1 flam’d with fuiious despight , 

Which as it still eneweast, so still incieist 
Then ciuell stiokes and teiiible afFiight, 

Ne once for luth then iigoui thej leleast, 

Ke once to bieatli a while then angeis tempest ccist 

Thus long they ti ac’d and tiaveist to and fxo, 37 
And ti}de all waiea* how each mote enhance make 
Into the life of hib malignant foe 
Thej hew’d then hclmes, and plates asundei bi ahe, 
As they had potbhxieb hene, ioi nought mote slake 
Then gieedy \engeaunces but goaiy blood, 

That at the last like to a puiple lake 
Of bloudy goie congeal’d about them stood, 

Which fiom then 1 1\ on sides foi th gushed like a flood 

At length it chaunst that both then hands on luo 3S 
At once did heaae w^th all then powie and ni’dit, 
Thinking the utmost of then toice to tiie, 

And piove the hinll foitune of the hght. 

But Calidoie, that wab moie quicke of sight 
And nimblu handed then his enemie, 

Pi evented him befoie hib stioke could light, 

And on the helmet smote him foimerlie, 

That made him stoupe to gi ound withmeeke humilitie 

And, eie he could lecovei foote againe, 39 

He, following that fane adaantage fast, 

His stioke ledoubled with such might and maine, 
That him upon the giound he gioveling cast , 

And leaping to him light would have unlaat 
His Helme, to make unto his \engeance waj 
Who, seeing in what daungei he was plast, 

Clyde out, “Ah meicie, Sii ’ doe me not slay, 
But save my life, which lot befoie j ou^ foot doth lay ” 
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IVitli that his nioitn.ll hand a whi^i he stayd , 40 

And, liaMUg somewhat calm’d lub wiatlifull heat 
TTith goodly patience, thus he to him sayd 
“ 4iid lb the boast of that pioud Lac^s thieat, 
That menaced me fiom the field to Ireat, 

Now hi ought to Ihis^ By l=his now may ye leariie 
Stiaiigeis no moie &o ludely to entieat, 

But put away pioud looke and usage steine, 

The which shal nought to } ou hut foule di&honoi yeaine 

“Foi nothing is, moie blamefull to a knight, 41 
That couii’sie doth as well as aimes piofesse, 
Howevei stiong and foitunate in fight, 

Then the lepioch of piidc and ciuelnesse 
In 'laine he seeketh otheis to suppiesse, 

"Who hath not leaind him selfe fiist to suhdew 
All flesh lb fia^le and full of ficLlcnesse, 

Subject to foi tunes chance, still chaunging new 
What haps to day to me to monow may to you 

* Who will not mei cie unto othei s shew, 4a 

How can he meicy evei hope to ha\e ^ 

To pay each with his owne is right and dew , 

Yet since ye nieicie now doe need to ciave, 

I will it giaunt, youi hopelesse life to save, 

W ith these conditions which I will propound 
Fn bt, that y e better shall y oui selfe behave 
Unto all eirant knights, wheicbo on giound, 
Ne\t, thit } e Ladies ayde m eveiy stead and stound ” 

The wi etched man, that all thib while did dwell 43 
In diead of death, his heasts did gladly heaie, 

And piomibt to pei forme his piecept well, 

And whatsoe\ei else he would lequere 
So, suffimg him to use, he made liiiii sweaie 
By his owne sword, and by the ciosse theieon, 

To tike Biiani foi hi& loving feie 
Withouten dowie 01 composition , 

But to release his foimei foule condition 
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All 'v/lndi accepting, and w ith faitlifull otli 44 

landing Inmselfe mobt fiimely to obaj, 

He up aiose, lio\\e\a liefe 01 loth, 

And swoi^to Inin tuie fealtie foi n^e 
Then foitli he cald from soiiowfull dismay 
The sad Brian a which all this beheld , 

■\\ho comimng foith yet full of late adiay 
Su Calidore iipcheaid, and to hti teld 
All tins accoid to which he Ciudoi had compehl 

"VVheieof she now inoic glad then soi) eaist, 45 
All 0761 come with infinite affect 
Foi his exceeding coiutesie, tint peaist 
Ilei stubborne bait with mwaid deepe effect, 
Befoie hib feet hei selte she did pio^ect, 

And him adding as hei lues dene Loiil, 

"With all due thankes and dutifull lespect, 

Hei selfe acknowledg’d bound loi that accoi d, 

By which he had to hei both life and lo^e lestoid 

So all leturning to the Castle glad, 46 

Alo^t jojfull} she them did cntei tame , 

Wheie goodl)- glee and feast to them she made, 

To show hei thankefull mind and meaning fame, 
By all the mcanes she mote it best explaiiie 
And, aftei all, unto Sii Calidoie 
She fieely ga^c that Castle foi his panic, 

Ana hei ^elfc bound to him foi evcimoie , 

So wondiously now chaung’d fiom that she ivas afoie 

But Calidoie himselfe would not letaine 47 

Hoi land noi fee foi h}ie of Ins good deede, 

But gave them sti eight unto that Squiie againe, 
Whom fioin hei Seneschall he lately heed, 

And to Ins dim-^dl, as then iightfull meed 
Foi lecompcnce of all then foiinei wiong 
Theie he lemaiiid with them light well agieed, 
Till of his wounds he wcved hole and stiong, 

And then to Ins fiist quest he passed foith along 
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1 pi Olid df^coui teoia XiiJS^ht 
He make'i him ^qnne^ and of- him I unics 
hi!) state and piesent plight 


'-mjjjT 


w 


imCo 




HAT \eiluG IS so fitting foi a knight, i 
Ol foi a Ladle whom a knight should lo\ o, 
As Ciiitesie, to beaio themselves aiighl^ 
To all of eicli degree as doth behove ^ 

Pol wlietlioi the} be placed high abo^e 
Ol low beneath, }et ought the} veil to know 
Then good , that none them iightl} may icpio\e 
Of ludenebbc foi not jeelding vhat they one 
Gieat skill it is buch duties timely to be&tow 



Tiiaeto gicat helpe dame Nalme selfe doth lend, 2 
Foi some so goodly giatioiis aie by kind, 

That cveiy action doth them much commend, 

And in the ejes ot men gieat liking find, 

Which others tint haic gieatei skill in mind, 
Though they enfoi ce themseh es, cmnot ittiine, 
Foi eveiie thing to which one is inclin’d 
Doth betot become and greatest gi ice doth game 
Yet piaibc likewise deserve good thewes enfoi st with 
paine 


That well in couiteous Calidoie appeal os , 3 

WhObC eveiy act and deed, that he did sa}, 

Was like enchantment, that through both the eucs 
And both the e}es did steale the hart away 
lie now rguire is on his foimei way 
To follow hib firfct quest, when as he spjdc 
A tall }oung man, fiom thence not fine away, 
Fighting on foot, as well he him desciyde, 

Agxuibt an aimed kiuglit that did on hoisebacke i}de 
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Ai 'I lliciu Lcbide a LadxG f\ue lie &aw 
Stindmg alone on foot in foule aii ij , 

!"?> ^\llom liimsclfe lie lustily aid diiw 
I'o weet t^e cause ol so untoind} fiaj, 

And to dep ii t them, if so be be may 
But tie he came in^phce, that \otitb bid kild 
Tint aimed biiigbt, that low on giound be hy , 
Wbicb i\ben be saw, bis bait w as iiilj child [lild 
With gicat amazement, and bis thought ■with wonder 

Him btedfastly be maikt, and saw to bee 5 

A goodly joutb of amiible giate, 

Yet but a derdei slip, thit scaise did sec 
Yet sei enteene } e nes, but tall and 1 me of i icc, 
That sure be deem’d him borne ot noldc i •'ce 
All in a woodman’b j icket be was clad 
Of Lincolne gieene, belajd with sihei lace , 

And on liib bead an hood with aglets spi id, 

And by Ins side bis bunteis home be hanging bad 

Buskins be woiG of cobthest coidvaMie, 6 

Pinekt upon gold, and paled pait pei pait, 

As then the guize was foi each gentle swajne 
In bib light hand be held a tiembling dait. 

Whose fellow be befoie bad sent apiit, 

And 111 bis left be held a sbaipe boic^peaie, 

With which be wont to launch the bah ige bai t 
Of mail} a L>oii and of many a Beaio, 

Tbit fiist unto bis band in clube didliippcii neuc 

Whom Calidoie a while well Iming \ewed, 7 

At length bespake, “ Wliit iiieanes this, gentle 
Sw aine ^ 

Why hath thy hand too hold it selfe eiiibi ew^ed 
In blood of knight, the i/hich h} thee is si ime, 

By thee no knight, which aimcb impiigneth pi iine^"” 
* Ceites,” (said be) “loth weie I to baie biokcn 
The law of aimes , }ct hieake it should agaim, 
Ratbei then let my selfe of wight be stioken, 

So long as these two aiincs weic able to be wio^ vii 
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“ I?\)i not I him, as this liis Ladie lieie 8 

May ivitnc'se "vvell, did offei fiist to wiong, 

Nc suidy thus unarm’d I likely wcie ^ 

But lie me fiibt thiongli piide and puissance stioiig 
Assajld, not know ing what to aimesMotli long ” 
“Pcidie gi eat blame” (tlie^ siid Sii Calidoie) 
“Foi aimed knight a wight nnaiin’d to wiong 
But then aicad, thou gentle ch}ld, wheiefoie 
Betwixt 5 ou two began this stiife and steine iipioic ” 

“ That shall I, sooth,” (said he) “ to you decLii c 9 

I, whose umjpei yeaies aie yet unfit 
Foi thing of weight 01 woike of gieatei caie, . 
Doe spend my dajes and bend my caielesse wit 
To salvage chace, where I thei eon may hit 
In all this foiiObt and wryld wooddie lamc 
heie, as this dnj' I was eniaunging it, 

I thaunst to meete this knight, w ho thei e 1 > es slaine, 
Togethei with this Ladie, passing on the plame 

“The knight, as je did see, on lioisebacke was, ic 
And this Ills Ladie (that him ill became) 

On hei f me feet bj lus hoise side did pas 
Tluougli tliicke and thin, unfit foi any Dame 
Yet not content, moie to incicase hit. shame, 

Vi hen so she lagged, as she needs mote so, 

He with hib speaie, that was to linn gieat blame, 
'Would tluimpe her foiwaid and infoice to goe, 
Weeping to him in a nine and making piteous woe 

“ Winch w hen I saw, as they me passed b} , 11 

Much w as I mo\ ed m indignant mind, 

And gan to blame him foi such ciuelty 
Tow aids a Ladie, whom with usage kind 
lie 1 itliei should have taken up behind 
Wheiewith he wioth, and full of pioiid disdame, 
Tookc 111 foulc scoine that I such fault did find, 
And me 111 lieu thcieof leail’d againe, 

Thioatnmgto chnsti7e me, as doth t’ a child peitauie 
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‘‘Which I no lesbo disda}ning, barke letuined tz 
Ilib scoinefull taunts unto lii^ teeth agaifte, 
ffliat he sti eightway with haughtie cholei burned, 
And withies speai e sti ooke me one sti oke oi t^\ aine , 
Which I, enfoi st to beare, though to ni) iiaiiie, 

Cast to lequite, an# with a 4 cndci dait. 

Fellow of this I bcaie, thiowne not in \ame, 

Sti ooke him, as seemeth, undeineath the halt. 
That thiough the wound his spnit bhoitly did depxi t ” 

Much did Sii Calidoie admyie Ins speach 13 

Tempi ed so well, but moie adm}i’d the sti oke 
That thi ough the ma} les had made so sti ong a bi each 
Into his halt, and had so steinel} Tivioke 
His wiath on him that fiist occasion bioke , 

Yet lestediiot, but fuither gan inquiie 
Of that same Ladie, whethei what he spoke 
Weie soothly so, and that th’ umightcous 11 e 
Of hei owne knight had gi\ en him his ow ne due hii e ^ 

Of all which when as she could nought dcii), 1+ 
But cleaid that stiipling of th’ imputed bhnic, 
Saydthen Sii Calidoie, “ ISTeithei will I 
Him chaige with guilt, but latliei doe rxuitc cUmc 
Foi, what he spake, for you he spake it, Dame , 
And what he did, he did himselte to saae 
Against both winch that knight wi ought knightlesbC 
shame , 

Foi knights and all men tniij by naliiie liaae, 
Towaids all womenkind them kindl) to behaae 

“ But, sith that he is gone iiievocable, 15 

Please it jou, Ladie, to us to aicad 
What cause could make him so dishonouiable 
To duve you so on foot, ainfit to tiead 
And lackey by him, gainst all w omaiihead ” 

“ Ceites, Su knight,” (sa>d she) “ full loth 1 weie 
To layse a lyving blame against the dead , 

But since it me concei nes my sclfe to clci e, 

I will the tiuth discovei as it chaunst wh}leie 
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‘ Ihib da}, lb lie \nd I togelliei loadc i5 

Upon oiii "w 1} to \\ hicli w e wei eu bent, 

0 ebaurst to come toieb^ a co\eit glade 
itliin a -wood, \\beie\s a Ladle geiitr 
S Ue 'v\ ith a kniglit in jO}ous jollimcin 
Ot thui ti alike loves liee :toin pllgcilouo sp}eb 
Fane vas the Lidie, ‘=‘111 e, that mote content 
An halt rot earned i\ith too cuiions e}cs, 

And unto him did shew all lovely couitesye^ 

“Whom vhen my knight did see so lo\el} fane, 17 
He ml} gan hei lo\ ei to em y, 

And widi that he pait of Ins spoyle might faluue^ 

"W hoieto vhen ni} piesence he did spy 
do be \ let, he bid me by and by 
Foi to alight but vhen as I is loth 
IM> Io% Ob ov lie pai t to Iei\ e so snddenl} , [tin o^\ th, 
He vitli stioiig hand donne tiom hi& steed mo 
And >\ith piebiimpteoiis pouie agnnst that knight 
stx eight go’th 

“ Unaiin’d all was the knight, as then moie meete 18 
I''oi L idles sGiMce, and foi loies delight, 

Then feainig any foeman theie to meete 
"Whcieof ho t iking oddes, sti eight bidb him digit 
Himbilie to }celd hi& Loie, 01 elbc to tight 
W heioit the othei staiting up dibuiij d. 

Yet boldl} aiibiici d, as he iightl} 1 iiglit, 

To leai c his lo\ e he should be ill apayd, 

In ■whiehheh'i d good light ga}nst all th It itg iinc- i}d 

“ YY't since he was not presently in plight 19 

Ilei to defend, or his to jiibtifie, 

He him requested, as he was a knight, 

To lend him di} his bettei light to tiiC, 

Oi sta} till he liib aime«, which wcie theieb}, 
Might lightly ielth But he WMb fieico and whot, 
Kg time would gne, noi aii} teimes ah}, 

But at him few, and w ith his speiio him smot , 

Iho n nil th to thinke to sn^o himselfe it booted not 
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“ Meane -wliile liis Ladio, 'wlucli this outi ige hxw, ao 
5 J’'hilest they togethei foi the quaiiey stio%ej 
Into the covei t did her stlfe tv ithdi aw, 

And closViy hid hei selfe within the gio\e 
My laiight heib soone, asscemeb, to daiingei dio\o, 
And left soie wouiuled but, "v\Iien hex he niitt, 

He woxe halfe mad , and in that lage gan io\c 
And lange tlnoiigh all the "wood, wheie so he 'vvist 
She hidden wa«i, and sought hei so long is him list 

“ But, when as hei he by no meanes could find, si 
Aftei long seaicli and clnuff he tinned hatke 
“Unto the place wheie me he left bdiiiid 
Theie gan he me to cm so and bin, ioi licko 
Of that fane bootie, uid with bittei wi icke 
To wieake on me the guilt of liib ownc wiong 
Of all which I }ct glad to lieiie the packe 
Stiove to appease him, ind pei^waded long , 

But still his passion giew moie Tiolent and stioiig 

“ Then, as it weio t’ aienge Ins wiath on nice, 22 
When foiwaid 0 should fne he flit id used 
To take me up (as this young man did sec) 

Upon his steed, foi no just cause accused, 

But foist to tiot on loot, and foiile misused, 
Pounching me with the butt end ot Ins speaie, 
In^vame complaining to be so abused, 

Poi he legaided neithei plajnt noi teaie, 

But moieenfoistmypamethemoiemyplnnts tohe iic 

“ So passed we till this joung man us met , 23 

And being moov’d with pittie of my plight 
Spake, as was meet, loi ease of my regiet 
"^^Tiei eof befell what now is in ) oui sight ” 

“ IsTow suie,” (then said Sii Calidoie) “ and light, 
Me seemes, that him befell by his owne fault 
Who ever thmkes thiough confidence of might, 

Oi through suppoit of countenance proud and hiult, 
To wiong the weakei, oft falles in his owne assault ” 
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Then tmning backe unto tliat gentle boy, 24 . 

Winch had himselfe so stoutly well acquit, 

Seeing his face so lovely sterne and coy, 

And healing th’ anb'^cres of his pregn^t "VMt, 

He pia^sd it much, and much admyied it , 
lint blue he ween 1 him boi e of noble blood, 
ith w horn those gi aces did so goodly fit 
And vhen he long had him beholding stood, 
lie biubt into these woides, as to him seemed good 

“ Fane gentle swa^ne, and yet as stout as fayie, 25 
Th it in these woods amongst the ITymphs dost won 
11 Inch daily may to thy sweete lookes iepa}ie, 

Ab they ai e wont unto Latonaes sonne 
Attei Ins chace on v oodie Cyi'thus donne , 

Well ma} I, cei tes, such an one tnee 1 ead, 

As by th) voith thou woithily hast wonne, 

Oi sin eh boinc of some Heioicke sead, 

Tint in th) fice appeal es and giatious goodlyhead 

“ But, bliould it not displease thee it to tell, 26 
(Unlebse thou in these i\oods th) selfc concealc 
Foi lo\ e amongst the woodie Godb to dwell) 

I “would th) seltc leqiiiie thee to ie\ealc, 

Foi deal e affection and unfa) ned zeale 
Which to thy noble peisonage I beaie. 

And wish thee giow m worship and gieat wealc, 
Foi since the day that aimes I fiist did leaie, 

I novel saw m any gi e itei hope appeal e ” 

To whom then thus the noble Youth “ Miy be, 27 
Sii knight, that, by dibCO\eiing ni) estate, 

Hume miy aiise unweeting unto me , 

Kathlesse, sith )e so couiteoub seemed late, 

To )Ou I Will not feaie it to 1 elate 
Then wote )e th d I am a Biiton boine, 

Sonne of a King, how e\ei thoioiigh f ite 
Oi foi tune I m) countiie ha^ve foiloine, [adoinc 
And lost the ciowne which should my head b) light 
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“ And Tiibtiam ib my n'xme, tTie onely lieue 28 
Of good king Meliogias winch did lajne 
Til Coincwale, till that he thiougli lues despciie 
Untimel 3 ydyde, before I did attaine 
Kipe yeaies of leason my light to mnntaine 
Afbei whose death Pib biothei, seeing mee 
An infant, weake a kingdome to sustame, 

Upon him tooke the loiall high degieo, 

And sent me wlicie linn libt insti acted foi to bee 

“ The widow Queene my motliei , which then hight 
Fane Emilme, conceiving then gieat feaie 
.Of my fiaile safetie, lestmg m the might 
Of him that did the kingly Sceptei beaie, 

Whose gealous diead indming not a peaie 
Is wont to cut off all that doubt miy bleed, 
Thought best away me to iemo\e somewheie 
Into some foiiem land, where as no need 
Of dieaded daungei might his doubtfull humor feed 

“ So, taking counsell of a wi&e man led, 30 

She was by him adviz’d to send me quight 
Out of the countiie wheieiii I was bied. 

The which the fei tile Lionebse is hight, 

Into the land of Faerie, where no wight 
Should weet of me, noi woike me any wiong 
To whose wise read she heaiknmg «?ent me bti eight 
Into this land, wheie I have wond thus long 
Since I was ten } eai es old, now gi owen to statui e strong 

“ All which my daies I ha\e not lewdly spent, 31 
Nor spilt the blosbome of my tendei jeaies 
In ydlcbse , but, as was convenient, 

Have tiayned bene with many noble feres 
In gentle thewes and such like seemly leies 
Mongst which my most delight hath alwaies been 
To hunt the sahage chace, amongst ?py peies, 

Of all that laungeth m the foiiest gieene, 

Of which none ib to me imknowne that e\’i w as seene 
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“ ISTc 1-5 tnei e Iiauke Inch manlleth hci on i)CtU ch, 3s 
Whethei high to-vamg 01 accoastmg Iotv, 

But I the mea&iiie of hei flight doc bcaich. 

Anil all hei piaj and ill hei diet Li^ow 

Sui h be oui jo}Oa which in these foi rests giow 

Oncly the me of nines, whifh most I joy, 

And litteth ino&t foi noble swajne to itnow, 

I hi\ e not tasted } et , > et past a boy, 

And being now high time these stiong joynts to imploy 

^‘Theiefoie, good Sii, sith now occasion fit 33 

Doth tall, whose like heieaftei seldome may, 

Let me this cia\e, unwoithy though of it, 

That }c will make me Squiio without deliy. 

That iioin hencefoith in batteilouo an ay 
I maj beaie aiinos, and leaine to use them light, 
The lathci, since that foitune hath this day 
Gi\ cn to me the spoile of this dead knight, 

These goodly gildeu aimes which I have won in fight ” 

All which -when well Sii Calidoie had heaid, 34 
Him much moie now then caist he gan admiie 
Foi the me hope which m his yeaies appeal’d, 
And thus leplidc “Fane chjld, the high de&ne 
To lo'v e ot 11 nic‘', w hich in j ou doth aspii e, 

I maj not, ceites, without blame deme, 

But iitliei wish that some moie noble hue 
(Though none moie noble then is chevahie) 

I had, jou to lewaid avith gieatei dignitie ” 

Theie him he causd to kneele, and made to sweaie 35 
Faith to his knight, and tiuth to Ladies all, 

And neaei to be lecreant foi feaie 
Of pel ill, 01 of ought that might befall 
So he him dubbed, and his Squire did call 
Full glad and jojous then young Tiibtiain giew' , 
Like as a fiowic, whose silken leaves small 
Long shut up m the bud fiom heavens vew, [hew 
At length bi e akes foi th and brode display es his smy hu g 
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Thus when they long Ind ti edited to and fio, 36 
And ^didoie belooke Inin to depiit, 

^h}ld Tutotiam pi'i}d tint he with him niigli^ gi e 
On hib ^\enime, ion mg not to stxit, 

But wn} t on him in c^eiy pi ice lud pii t 
Whciext Sii Calidc e did much delight, 

And giextly joy’d at his bO noble h.xit, 

In hope lie buie "would piove a doughtie knioht 

Yet loi the time tins anbx\eie he to him bchight 

“ Glad "would I smely bo, thou couiteoub Sfpiiie, 37 
To ha\e thy piescnco in ni\ pie&ent quest, 

That mote thy kindled coinage set on fiie. 

And flame ioith honoxu in thy noble biest , 

But I am bound by xov , which I piofest 
To my diead Soveiaine, when I it assay d, 

That in atchie-v ement of hei high behest 
I should no cieatuie joyne unto mine ayde 

Foi thy I may not giaimt that ye so gieatl> pi •'^de 

But since tins Ladie is all desol xte, 3^ 

And needetli sxfegaid now upon hei way, 

Ye may doe well, m this hei iieedtull stxte 
To succoui liei fiom dxungei ot dibim>, 

That thanUull gueidun may to you lepax ” 

The noble ympe, of such new seiMce fayne, 

It gladly did accept, as he did say 
So taking cointeoub lea\e they p^'ited twayiic, 
And Cilidoie foitli passed to his foimei payne 

But Tiistiam, then despoy ling that dead knight 39 
Of all those goodly implements of pi ay ae, 

Long fed his greedie eyes with the fine sight 
Of the blight mettall <^hyning like Sunne layes 
Handling and turning them x thousand wayc'. 
And aftci having them upon him diglit, 

He tooke that Ladie, xnd hei up did layse 
Upon the steed of hei owne late dead knight , 

So with hei maiohed foith, as she did hun behight 
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Iheie to tlieii foitune lea\e we them awhile, 40 
"And tuiiie A\e bacLe to good Sir Calidoie , 

Who, eie he thence had tia\eild many n^Jiiile, 
Came to the pi ice wheieas ye heaid gf^ie 
This Lniglil, whom Ti i&ti am slew, had wounded soi e 
Anothei knight in his debp/eous piyde 
Theie he that knight found lying on the floie 
With many wounds full peiilous and w>de, 

That all hib gainients and the giasse m vcimeill dyde 

And theie beside him sate upon the giound 41 
His wofull Ladle, piteously coiiiplayning 
With loud laments that most iinliickie stound, . 
And hei sad selfe with caiefull hand constiayning 
To w}pe his wounds, and ease then bittei pa) mng 
Winch sone sight when Calidoie did \ew 
With Iieavie e}ne, fiom teaies iineath lefiayning, 
lib mightie halt then mouinefull case can len, 
And toi then bettei comfoxt to them nighei diew 

Then speaking to the Ladie thus he said 42 

“ Ye dolefull Dame, let not }oui giiefe empeach 
To tell what cruell hand hath thiib aiayd 
This knight unaiin’d with so unknightly bieacli 
Of armes, that, if I yet him nigh may leacli, 

I may avenge him ot so foule despight ” 

The Ladle, heaiing his so couiteous speach, 

Gran leaie hei eyes as to the cheaiefull light, 

And from hei soiy Init few heavie woids forth sight 

In winch &lie bliew’d, how that discouiteous knight, 43 
horn Tiibti im slew) them in that shadow foiiiul 
JoMiig togetiiei m unblim’d delight, 

And him unaiin’cl, as now he lay on giound, 
Chaig’d witii hib spcaie, and rioi tally did wouncl^ 
ithouteii cause, but oncly hei tv 1 eave 
Fi om him to w horn she w as fin ei ei bound 
Yet when she fled into that co\eit gieaie, 

He, hei not finding, both them thus iiigli dead did lea\ e 
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^Theii Cali'loie tliib lucfull stone Lad 44. 

TTell ibcleibtood, he gan ot hei demand, 

■\\ hat rn^nnei wjgUt lie w and how jchd, 

Wliicli hu this outi ige wi ought ivith wiekcd hand 
She then, like as she^best could undeistand, 

Him thub de&ciib’d,"to be of statuie laige, 

CUd all in gildeii iimeb, with azuie bind 
Qu 11 tied athwait, and heaiing in his tuge 
A Ladle on lough \\ ives low’d in a sommei barge 

Then gin Sn Cilidoie to ghcsso sti eight wa}, 43 
By 111111} sigiies i\hich die de&eribed had, 

That this i. lb he i^hom Tiibtiam eaist did sla}, 
And to hei biid * Dime, be no longei sad , 

Foi he, that hith joui Knight so illbestad, 

Ib now him selfe in much more ivi etched plight 
Thebe eyes him ^aw upon the cold eaith spi id, 
The meede ot hib deseit toi that despight, 

Which to 50U1 selte he ought and to youi lo\ed 
kmght 

“Theiefoie, fine Lad\, li} aside thib giiefe, 46 
Which }e hue githued to ^our gentle halt 
Toi that dibpleisuie, -^nd thmke whit lelicfe 
Were hebt dense foi this }oui loieib smait, 

And how }e may him hence, ind to what part, 
Convay to be leciu’d ” She thankt him dene 
Both foi that ncwcb he did to her impait. 

And foi the couiteous caie which he did be no 
Both to hei love and to her selic m that sid dr e lie 

Yet could she not devise by any wil, 47 

How thence she might conva} him to some place , 
Foi him to tiouble she it thought unfit, 

That was a stiaungei to her vvi etched case , 

And him to boare she thought it thing too ha'-c 
Winch when as he peiceiv’d he thus hespake 
‘‘Faire Lidy, let it not you seeme disgiice 
To beaie this burden on }oui dainty backe , 

My selfe will beaie a pait, coportion of yom picko ” 
ly K 
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So off he did li’& shield, ind downewaid layd 48 
Upon the giouiid, like to ‘in holloTy beai j , 

And po\\iing hilmo, i\hich he had lon^’' pinvayd, 
Into I11& wounds, him up theieon didacaie, 

And twixt them both withpaited paiues didbeaie, 
i\t life and death, not knowing whit was donne 
Tiiuice they him earned to a C is tie neare, 

III which a w 01 thy aunciont Knight did wonne 
‘V'^Tieie what ensu’d shall in ne\t Canto be begonne 
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QA'NTO III 

Cahdoie bungs Pnscilla tionu., 
P unites ^t, Blatant Beast 
Sales Seitna^ nhilest Caltpmr 
Bp 1 uipine is oppiest 


iiJi) 





^HUE IS, tliat wliilome tint £iood Poet sn.}(l, i 
The gentle minde b} gentle deeds is knomie 
Foi. a man by notlimg is so well be^vra^d 
As by hijs mcnneis , m 'nbitb plnne is sboT\ne 
Of what degiee and what lacc he is growne 
For seldome seene a tiotting Stalion get 
An ambling Colt, that i& his pi open owne 
So seldome seene that one m basenesse set 
Doth noble courage show with cuiteous manners met 


But cveimoie contiaiy h-^th bene ti>de, z 

That gentle bloud will gentle m^nneis bleed, 

As well may be m C'^^’doie dehci\de, 

By hte en&ample of that coaiteous deed 
Done to that wounded Kipght in his gieat need, 
Whom on his backe he boi e, till he him bi ought 
Unto the Castle wheie they had decieed 
Thete of the Knight, the which that Castle ought, 
To make abode that night he gieatly was besought 


He was to weete a min of full iipe }caies, 3 

That in his> }0uth had beene ot mickle might, 

And borne gieat sw'^y m armes amongst hispearos, 
But now weake age had d^aid his candle light 
Yet was he couiteous still to eaeij wight, 

And loaed all that did to aimes incline 
And was the Fathei of that wounded Knight, 
■Whom Calidoie thus carried on his chine, 

And Aldub was his name , and h’b sonne&, Aladme 
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Who when he saw his sonne so ill bedight * 4. 

With bleeding wounds, brought home i^n a heaie 
By a faire Lady and a stiaungei Ivnia^t, 

Was mly touched with compassion deme, 

And deaie affection of so d^lefiill dieaie, 

That he these woids buist foith “ Ah, soiy boy ^ 
Is this the hope that to my hoaiy heaie ' 

Thou bungs ^ aie me * is this the timely jo}, 
Which I expected long, now tuind to sad annoy ^ 

“ Such IS the weakenesse of all moi tall hope, 5 
So tickle IS the state of eaithly things. 

That ere they come unto then aymed scope. 

They fall too shoit of our fiaile reckonings. 

And bung us bile and bittei sorrowings, 

In stead of comfoit which we should embiace 
This is the state of Keasars xnd of Kings ’ 

Let none theiefoie, that is in mearei pi ice. 

Too greatly giieve at any his unlucky case ” 

So w ell and wisely did that good old Knight 6 
Temper his giiefe, and tmned it to cheare. 

To cheaie his guests whom he had stayd that night, 
And malce then welcome to them well appeal e 
That to Sii Cilidoie was easie geaie , 

But that f in e Lady would be cheai d foi nought, 
But sigh’d and son ow’d foi hei lo\er deare. 

And inly did afflict her pensive thought [bi ought 
With thmkmg to what case hei name should now be 

For she was daughtei to a noble Lord 7 

Which dwelt thereb} , who sought hei to affy 
To a gieat peie , but she did disaccoid, 

Ne could hei liking to his love apply. 

But lov’d thib fi esh young Knight who dwelt hei ny, 
The lusty Aladine, though meinei home 
And of lesse li\elood and habilit^. 

Yet full of valour the which did adoine [scornc 
ILs meanesse much, and make hex th’ otheis iiches 
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So, having both found fit occasion, 

They n^t togcthei in that luckelesse ghdo , 

^>11610 that pioud Knight in Ins pie&uinption 
The gcntk Aladme did eaist m\ade, 

Being un aim’d and set in seciet shade 
"Wheieof she non bctninking, gan t’ id\ ize 
How gieat a hazaid she at eaist had made 
Of hei good fame, and fuithci gin dcMze 
How she the blame might salve w ith colouied disguize 

But Calidoie nith all good couitesie 9 

^ Fiin’d hci to fiolieke, and to put x-way 
Tlie pensive fit of hei melancholie , 

And that old Knight bj aU mexnts did assa} 

To make them both as ineii} as. he may 
So they the evening past till time of lest , 

When Calidoie m seemly good an ay 
Unto hiJ5 borne was bi ought, and theie undiest 
Did sleepe ill night tin ough w exiy ti xv ell ot his quest 

But fane PiibCilla (^o tint Lad} hight) lo 

Would to no bed, noi txke no kindelv slccpc^ 

But b} hei ounded lov e did »\ itch all night, 

And all the night toi bittei anguish weepe, 

And with hei teai es his ounds did wa*=!h and steepe 
So vv ell she w asht them, xnd so well «he wacht him, 
That of the deadly s wound, in -which lull deepe 
He dienched w xs she at the length diqi^cht him, 
And di ove aw ay the stound w hieli uiox t xlly ittacht him 

The moiiow re\t, when day gxn to iiplooke, n 
He also gxn iiplooke with diei} e}e, 

Like one that out of deadly dieame awookc 
Wheie when he saw his fane Piiscilla b}, 

He deepcly sigh’d, and gioaned inxvaidly, 

To thmke of this ill state in which she stood , 

To which she foi his sake had weetingly 
How bi ought liei sclfe, and blam’d hei noble blood 
For fiibt, next aftei life, he tendered hex good 
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Which she pciceiving did with plenteous teaies la 
His caic inoie then Iiei owne compassiogTte, 
Foigetfiill of her owne to minde his forlcs 
So both conspning gan to intimate * 

Each otheis giicfe with zealc affectionate, 

And twi\t them twaine with cquall caie to cast 
How to save whole hei hazaided estite, 

For which the onely helpe now left them last 
Seem’d to be Calidoie all othei helpcs weie past 

Him they did deome, as suic to them he seemed, 13 
A courteous Knight and full of faithfull tiust , ^ 

Theiefoie to him their cause they best esteemed 
Whole to commit, and to his dealing just 
Eaiel}, so soone as Titans beames foith biust 
Thioujih the thicke clouds in w hich they steeped lay 
All night in daiLcnesse, duld with yron lust, 
Calidoie using up as fiesh as diy 
Gan fleshly him ‘^ddiesse unto his toimei way 

But fii st him seemed fit that wounded Knight i ’ 

To -vioite, aftci this nights peiillous passe, 

And to silute him, if he weie m plight, 

And eke tli it Lady, his f ui e lovely lasse 
Theic he him found much better then he w as , 
And mo\ed speach to him of things of coiuse. 

The anguish of his pame to o^ei passe 
Mongst which he namely did to him discoaise 
Of foimei doies mishap, his soirowes lacked souise 

Of which occision Aldine taking hold 15 

Gan bieal e to him the foi tunes of his love, 

And all his disadventuies to unfold, 

That Cilidoie it deaily deepe did mo\e 
In th’ end, his kjndly couitesic to piove, 

He him bj all the bands of lo\ e besought. 

And as it mote i Inthfull fiiend b^^ho've, 

To safeconduct his lo\e, and not foi ought 
To Icaie, till to hei f ithois house he had hei bi ought 
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Sii Calidore bs faitli tlicieto did pLglit i6 

It to^'ieiloime so nftei little &ti\. 

Tbit & \e hci selfe bad to the ]ouiney d gbt, 

He passed loitb vitu bei in line 
Fearkbse ■wbo ought did tbinke ox ought dul 
Sitb hi& own tbougk* be kneu most cle lie txom wite 
So, as they past togetbu on then wai, 

He can devize this conntei-cast of sbght, 

To give faire coloui to tbit Lidies cause m sight 

Sti eight to the carkasse of that Kiiight he vient, 17 
The ciuse of ail this ei ill, -^^ho w si lUi© 

The day before by just avengement 
Of noble Tiisti im, wheie it dm leinaine 
Theie lie the necke tneieof did cut m twame, 

And tooke with him the head, the signe of shame 
So foith he passed thoiough that daies pame, 

Till to that Ladies fatheis house he came , 

Most pensive man, thiough feaie what of his childe 
became 

Theie he anting boldly did piescnl iS 

The feaietull Lidj to hei fitnei deare, 

Mobt perfect puie, and guiltlesse innocent 
Of blame, as he did on his Knighthood swcuc, 
Since fiist he saw hei, and did tiee horn 
Of a dibcomteous Knight, tv ho hc^ had reit 
And by outiagious foice away did bene 
Witnesse theieol he shew’d his head thue left, 
And wretched life loiloine for a engement ol his-theit 

Most joyfull man hei sue was her to see, 19 

And heaic th ad\entuie of her late mifachauntc , 
And thousand thankes to Calidoie foi fee 
Of his iaige pames in hei delivei amice 
Did >eeld He iesse the Lady did advaunce 
Thus having her le&toied trustilj, 

As he had vow’d, ’'some small continuance 
He theie did make, ind then most caielully 
Unto Ill's fust c vploite he did him selfe apply 
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So as lie was pursuing of liis quest, ao 

He cBaunst to come wheieas a jolly KnipGt 
In coveit shade him selte did safely ie 6 % 

To sol ice with his Lady in deliglit 

Ilib w 'll like aiineb he had fiom him undight, 

Foi that him selfe he thougfit fiom d lunger free, 
And fai fiom cn'vious ejes that mote him spight , 
And eke the Lady was full fane to sec, 

And couiteous withall, becomming hei degree 

To whom Sir Calidore appioaching nye, 

El e they were well awaie of living wight, 

Them much abasht, but moie him selfe thereby. 
That he so rudely did uppon them light, 

And tioubled had then quiet loves delight 
Yet bince it was hi6 fortune, not his fault, 

Him selfe thcieof he laboui’d to acquite, 

And paidon ciav’d foi his so i ish defmll, 

Tint he gainst couitesie so fowly did def iilt 

With which his gentle woids and goodly wit 22 
He boone ill ijd that Knights conceiv’d di&pleasiiic, 
That he besought him downe by him to sit, 

That they mote tieat of things abiode at leasuie, 
And of ad\cntuie'!, which hid in his measure 
Of so long waicb to him befillen late 
So downe he site, and with delightfull pleasure 
Ills long ad\en tines gan to him 1 elite, 

T^Tiich he cndiiied had thiough daungeioiis debate 

Of which whilcst they dibcoui'icd both togethci, 23 
The i me Sueni (so hi& Lady bight) 

Allui’d with mj-ldiiesbc of the gentle wethei 
And ploasaunce of the place, the which was diglit 
Vi ith di\eis flowies distinct with 1 uc delight, 
Wandicd ibout the fields, as liking led 
Her waveiing lust aftex her wandimg sight, 

To moke a gailand to adorn<?her lied, 

Without suspect of ill or daungeis hidden dred 
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All sodamcly out of the forrest neie 
The I?iatant I>e?st foith lUbhino unnwiie 
Caughf^iei, thus loofaely waudiing here ind 
And in h ^ uide great mouth awi^ hei baie 
Crymg aloud to bhew hei sad inislue 
Unto the Knights, l^id calling oft foi ayae , 

Who T 7 ith the hoirom ot hei haplesse care 
Hastily staitmg up, like men dismay de, 

Ran aftei fast to icskue the disUesstd nii}dc 

The Beast, -w ith then pin suit incited inoi e. 

Into the wood wis ben mg hex apae^. 

Toi to have spoyled hei, when Cahdoie, 

Who was 11101 e light of ioote and suift in cliace, 
Him overtooke in iniddest of his i ace , 

And, fieicely chaigmg him with all his might, 
Roist to foigoe his pi i> theio in the pi ice, 

And to betake him selie to teaietull ilight , 

Por he duist not ibide with Calidoie to hght 

Who nathelesse, when he the Lady si*t 36 

Theie lett on giound, though iii lull evill jilight, 
Yet knowing that hex Knight now nene did diaw, 
St aide not to succoui hei m tint alTiight, 

But iollow ’d i i6>t the Monstci in his flight 
Thiough woodfe and hils he follow’d him so fi^'t, 
That he nould let him breath, noi gathci spiiglih 
But foist him gape and gispe, with die id ighatt, 
As if hib lungs ind htes wcie nigh 1 suiidei ui i&t 

And now by thisj Sn Cdepmc (no higlit) 37 

Came to the plicc wliue he his Lidy lound 
In doloious disnii} nid deadly plight, 

All in gore blond there tumbled on the giouinl, 
Having both sides thiougb giyptw ith guesly w ound 
His weapons soone fiom him he tliicw awiv, 

And stoupmg downe to hei m dieiy swound 
Uprear’d hei fiom the giound aviiereon slit In, 
And m his tcndei armes her forced up to sti) 
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So well he did his biisie pames apply, aS 

That the faint spiight he did i evoke agaii<?o 
To hei fi iile minbion ot moitality 4 
Then up he tooke hei twi^t his aimes cwame, 

And setting on his &teede hei did sustaine 
With caieiall hindb, soft f (Noting her beside, 

Till to some place of lest they mote attame, 

Wheie she m sale issmaunce mote abide, 

Till she lecuied weie of those hei woundes wide 

Now when as Phoebus with his fieiy waine 29 

Unto his Inne began to diaw apace , 

Tho Tvexmg wcaiy of that tojlesome pame, 

In tiavellmg on foote so long a space, 

Not wont on foote with heav> aimes to tiace, 
Downe m i dale foiby a ineis s}de 
He chaunst to spxc '> faire and stately place, 

To which he meant his weaiy steps to gu;yde, 

In hope theie foi his love some succom to piovyde 

But, commmg to the iiveis side, he found 30 

That haidl} passable on foote it was , 

Theiefoie theie still he stood as in a stound, 

Ne wist which w ly he through the fooid mote pas 
Thus whilest he was in this distiesscd case, 
De'vismg what to doe, he nigh espyde 
An aimed Knight ippioaching to the place 
With a lane Lad_> Imcked b} his sjde, [iide 
The which themselves piepaid thorough the fooid to 

Whom Calepine saluting (as became) 31 

Besought of couitcsie, m that his neede, 

Poi site conducting ot his sickely Dame 

Tin ough that same perillous fooi d w ith bettei heede, 

To t ike him up behmde upon his steed , 

To whom that othei did this taunt letuine 
‘ Peid}, thou peasant Knight mightst lightly leed 
Me then to be full base and evill home, 

If I would beaiG behmde a buiden of such scoine 
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'‘But, ab tliou Imt tliy steed follolne^\ltll sliame, 32 
So fcue oil foote till thou anotliei ga}ne, 

And le*- thy Lady like'wibC doc the same, 

Oi beaie hei on thy bacLe vrith plei'-ing pijno, 
And pio\e thy manhood on the billo'sves la^nc ” 

■\\ ith \7h1ch lude sl^ach his Lady much displeased 
Did him lepio've jet could him not resti ijne, 

And would on lici o^\nc Pilfiej him hue eased, 
For pitty of his Dame whom she saw so diteised 

Sii Calepmcher thinckt, jet, inlj wiolli 33 

Against hei Knight, hei gentlenesse letused, 

And ciielesly into the ii\ei go'th, 

As in dcbp^ght to be so fowle abused 
Ot a lude chnile, whom olten he accused 
Of fowle discourtesie, unfit foi Knight, 

And, stiongly wading thiongh the w ives unused, 
With speaie in tF one hand st lyd him scltc upi iglit, 
With tK otliei stndc his Lady up with stedd} might 

And all the while that same discouiteous K nght 34 
Stood on the larthei b in eke beholding him , 

At whose calamity, fox moie despniht, 
lie laught, and mockt to see him like to sw iin 
But when as Cilepine came to the hum, 

And saw his caiiiige past that peiill well. 

Looking at that same Caile with count ni ue ^imi, 
Hib hcait inth aengeaunee inwaidlj aid swell, 
And foi til at last did bi e ike m spe lehcs bhaipe ar d fell 

“ TJnknightly Knight, the blemiah ot that name, 3:> 
And blot of all that aimcs uppon tUeni take, 
Which is the badge of honoui and of fame, 

Loe ^ I defie thee , and hei e challena[e in ikc, 

That thou for ewei doe those aimes ^ol^ako, 

And be foi e\ei hold a iccieant Knight, 

Unlesse thou daie, foi thy deare Ladies ike 
And foi thine owne defence, on foote alight 
To jusiifie thy fault gamst me m equall figh^ ” 
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The dastaid, that did heaie him selle def\ de, 36 
Seem’d not to ■v^elgh his thieatfull woids n-b tdl, 
But laught them out, as if his gieatei piyde 
Did scorne the dnllenge of so bisc a thiall, 

Oi had no com xgc, 01 cKe had no gall 
So much the moie was Calci^/ne offended, 

Thit him to no levenge he foith could call, 

But both his challenge and Inin selfe contemned, 
2^’e cared as a cowaid so to be condemned 

But he, nought weighing what he sayd 01 did, 37 
Turned his steede about auothei waj. 

And with hib Lad^ to the Castle iid, 

'V\Tiei e \\ as his on ne did the othei stay, 

But attci iient diiectly as he may, 

Foi his sicke chaige some haiboui theie to seeke, 
Whcie ho aiming TMth the till of day 
Diew to the gate, and thue with pia}'eis meeke 
And m}ld cntieaty lodging did toi hei beseeke 

But the lude Poitei that no manneis hid 3S 

Did shut the gate against him 111 his fice, 

And cnti amice boldl} unto him foibad 
Nath’lcbse the Knight, no *v in so needy case. 

Gin him eutieit e\eii with submission base, 

And humbly pi 1 d to let them m that night , 

A\ ho to him amiswei’d, tint theie wis no jdace 
Of lodging fit foi any eiiaiit Knight, 

Unlesse thit with his Loid he foimcily did fight 

“ Full loth am I,” (quoth he) “ as now at eiiat 39 
"W hen day ib spent, ind lest us needeth most, 

And thit this Lad}, both -whose sides aic pcaibt 
With wounds, lb leid} to fuigo the ghost, 

Ke would I glidly combite with mine host, 

That should to me such cmtesie affoid, 

Dnlesso that I weie theieunto enfoist 
But yet ai c id to me, how higlit thy Loi d, 

That doth thus stiongly ward the Castle of the ford 
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“ His lyime,” (quotli lie) “ if that thou list to leai ne, 40 
Is htg^it Su Tuipme, one of mickle might 
And m nhood laie, but teirible and steal ne 
In all assaies to e\eiy eiiant Knight, 

Because ot one tha^ ^\i ought him towle despight ” 

“ 111 seeniea j” (sa} cThe) it he so valiaunt be, 

That he should be so stei ne to strangei wight , 

Foi seldome yet did lining cieatme see 
That cuitesie and manhood c\ei disagree 

“ But go thy waies to him, and iio me saj, 41 

That heie is at his gate an eiiant Knight, 

•That house-1 ome ciaves , yet ivould be loth t’ absa} 
The proofe of battell now m doubtful! night, 

Or cuitesie with ludenesse to requite 

Yet, if he needes will fight, ciave lea\ e till moine, 

And tell with all the lamentable plight 

In which this Lady ianguisheth forlorne, 

That pitty cia\es, as he ot woman w is } borne” 

The groome went sti eight w ay m, and to his Loi<l 43 
Peclai’d the messige avhich that Knight did mo\e, 
T 7 ho, sitting with hib Lady then at boid, 

Hot onely did not his demaund appro\ c, 

But both hmiselfe 1 e'v iFd and eke hi5 loi e , 

Albe his Lad} , that Blandina hight, 

Him ot ungentle usage did leprove, 

And earnestly entieated, that they might 
Finde favoui to be lodged theie foi that same night 

Yet would he not perswaded be for ought, 43 

Ne fiom his cuirish will aw hit reclame 
Which answei when the gioome returning brought 
To Calepme, his heait did inly flame 
With wiathfull fuiy for so foule a shame, 

That he could not theicof avenged bee , 

But most foi pitty of hi& deaiest Dame, 

IVliom now 111 deadly daunger he did see, 

Yet had no mcancs to comfoit, noi piocuie her glee 
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r>ut n-Il m \ame , foi why no leinedy - 41. 

He sw the piescnt mischiefs to lediesse^ 

But th’ utmost end peifoice for to aby, 

IVliich th-»t nights foitune would foi him addiessc ^ 
So downe he tooke liis Lad'^^'in distiesse, 

And la^d her underneath a bush to sleepe, 

Coaei’d with cold, and wiapt in wietchednesse , 

W hiles he him selfe all night did nought but weepe, 
And "waiy watch about hei for hei safegaid keepe 

The moiiow nes^t, so soone as joyous day 
Did shew it selfe in sunny beames bedight, 

Seiena full of doloious dismay, 

T\\i^.t d liken esse dread and hope of hvmg light, 
UpiGii’d hei head to see that cheaiefull sight 
Then Calepint, howevei inly wioth, 

And gieedy to avenge that vile despight, 

Yet toi the feeble Ladies sake, full loth 
To make theie lengei stay, foith on his journey goth 

He goth on foote all armed by hei side, 46 

Upstaying still her selfe uppon her steede, 

Being unhable else alone to iide, 

So sole her sides, so much hei wounds didbleede, 
Till that at length, in his exti earnest neede, 

He chaunst fir off an aimed Knight to spy 
Pursuing him apace with greedy speede , 

Whom well he wist to be some enemy. 

That meant to make advantage of hib miseiy 

Wherefoie he stayd, till that he nearer drew, 47 
To weet what issue would thereof betyde 
Tho, whenas he appioched nigh in vew, 

By ceitame signes he plainly him detscryde 
To be the man that with such scoinfull piyde 
Had him abusde and shamed yesteiday , 

Therefore, misdoubting least he should misguyde 
Ills foimer malice to some new assay, 

He cast to keepe him selte so safely as he may 
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By otliei came in place likewise, 4S 

And com lung dose ins ‘•peno, and all ms po\\ie 
As bent to some mihcious eT-»tcipiise, 
lie bad linn stand t’ abiue the birte. stouie 
Of Ills SOIL %engca ice, 01 to make aaouie 
Of the lewd woids xind deedes which he had done 
"With that lan at him, as he would de\ou.e 
Ills life attonce , who nought could do but shun 
The penll of his piide, 01 else be o'vcuun 

Yet he him still pm«!ew’d fioni place to place, 49 
With full intent him ciuell^ to LiU, 

And like a wilde goate lound about did chace 
Flying the fuiy of his bloudy will 
But his best succoui and lefuge was still 
Behind his Ladies back, who to him cijde, 

And called oft with piayeis loud and shrill, 

As e-vei he to Lady was afiyde. 

To ‘jpaie hei Knight, and rest with leason pacify de 

But he the moi e thei eby eni aged was, 50 

And with inoio eagei felnessc him pm sew’d , 

So that It length, aitci long weaiy chace, 
llw ing by^ chaunce a close ida mtage \ew’d, 

He o-^ei 1 aught him, haaing long eschew’d 
Ills "Violence in \ame , ard vath his spere 
Sti ooke through his shoulder, that the blood ensew’d 
In great aboundonce, as a well it weie 
That foith ouc of an hdl fiesh gushing did apperc 

Yet ceast he not foi all that ciuell wound, 51 
But chaste him still for all his Ladies ciy, 

Hot satisfy de till on the fatall ground 
He saw his life powid foith despiteously 
The which was ceitci m giextyeopoidy, 

Had not a wondious chiunce his leskue wi ought, 
And sa\ed fiom his ciuell xillany 
Such chaunce^ oft exceed all humame thought , 
That m auothci Canto shall to end be biought 
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IKE as T, bhip with dieaclfiill storme long tost, 
Having spent all hei ina&tes and her gi ound- 
hold, 

K'ow fiire fiom harboui likely to be lost, 

At list some fi&hci baike doth neaie behold, 

That gi\eth coinfoit to hei com age cold 
Such -w as the state of thib most courteous knight 
Being oppiessed by that taytom bold, 

Thit he ienia}ned in most peiilous plight, 

And Ins sul Ladie left iii pitilull affiight 

Till tint, by foitune, passing all foresight, 2 

A &xl\age man, -which m those woods did wonne, 
Diawne with that Ladies loud and piteous shiight, 
Tow aid the same incessantly did lonne 
To undei stand what theie ■wa't. to be donne 
Theic he this mobt dibcouiteous ciaven found, 

As fieicely ;^et is when he hist begonne, 

Ch ismg the gentle C ilepine around, 

Ke spiling him the moie foi all his giievous wound 

The salvige man, that nevei till this houre 3 

Did tiste ot pittie, neithei gentlesse knew, 

Seeing his shaipe assault and ciuell stouie, 

Wis much emmoved at his pciils vew. 

That c\en his ludei halt began to lew. 

And feele compasbion of his evill plight. 

Against his foe that did him so pm sew , 

From whom he meant to fiee him, if ho might, 
And him aaenge of that so villenous despight 
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Yet aim§s oi wenpon bad be none to fight 4 

jN’e knew the use of aiiike inbt umeiits, 

Sa\e such as sudden nge him lent to smite , 

But naked, without needtull vestmients 
To cl id his coipse v th mcLte lubilmicnt*;, 
lie caied not ioi dint ol swoid noi speeic 
No moie then foi the stioLe of stiawes 01 bents 
Foi fioin his mothcis Tvombe, ^hich him did heaic, 
He was imulneiable made b;y Magicke kaie 

He sta} ed not t’ ad\i7e which way weie best S 
Ills loe t’ ass lyle, 01 how hiinselfe to gaid, 

But with heice liu^ and with toice inlest 
Upon him 1 in , w ho being well piepaid 
His fiist assault full w uily did waid, 

And with the push ot his shaip-pomted speaie 
Full on the hi east him stiooke, so ‘'tioiig and haid 
That toist bun backe ieco;yle and leele aicaie, 

Yet in his bodie made no wouna noi bloud ippeaie 

With that the w}ld man raoic cm aged giew, 6 
Like to a T\gie Ih it hath nu&t his pi a}, 

And with mad mood ag amc upon him llei. , 
Begaiding neithei spcaie that mote him bk}, 

Noi his fierce steed that mote him much dismay 
The salvage nation doth all diead despize 
Tho on his shield he giiple hold did laj, 

And held the same so haid, that by no wize 
He could him foicc to loose, 01 leaae liis euterpiize 

Long did he wiest and wimg it to and fio, 7 

And eveiy way did tiy, but all m \aine , 

Foi he would not his giecdio gijpe forgoe, 

But ha} Id ■•nd puld with all his might and maine, 
That fi om his steed him mgh he drew againe 
Who lia'ving now no use ot Ins long speaie 
So nigh at hand, 1101 foice his shield to stiame, 
Both speai e and shield, as things that needlesse were, 
He quite foisooke, and fled himselfe away foi feare 
i\ I* 
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But altei him the 'v\}ld man lan apace, ^ 8 

And him pm sowed with impoitune speed, 

(Foi he w IS s'Mft as any Bucke in chace) 

And, had lie not m his exti earnest need 
Bene helped thiough the sp iftnesse of his steed, 
He had him o-vcitakci in his flight 
"Who, e^ei as he saw him nigh succeed, 

Gan ci^ aloud with hoirible afilight. 

And shiieked out, a thing uncomely foi a knight 

But, when the Sah age saw his laboui vaine 9 

In following of him that fled so fast, 

He weaiie woxe, and backe leturn’d againc 
With speede unto the place, wheieas he last 
Had left tint couple neie then utmost cast 
Thue he that knight full soiely bleeding found, 
And eke tne Ladie fe^'iefully aghast. 

Both foi the peiill of the piesent stound. 

And aho foi the shupnesse of her lankhng wound 

Foi though she weie light glad so iid to bee 10 
Fiom that "vile lozell which hei late offended, 

Yet now no lesse encombiance she did see. 

And pel ill, hy this sah ige man pietencled. 

Gainst whom she saw no meanes to be defended, 
By leason that hei knight was wounded soie 
Theiefoie hei selfe she wholy lecommended 
To Gods sole gi ace, whom she did oft imploi e 
To send her succoui, being of all hope forloie 

But the w}ld man, contioiie to her feare, i; 

Came to hci ciecpmg like a fawning hound, 

And by lude tokens made to hci appeare 
Ills deope compassion of hei doleful! stound, 
Kissing his hands, ind ciouchmg to the gioiiiul , 
Foi othei 1 inguage had he none nor speach, 

But a soft iiiuimuie and confused sound 
Of senselesse woids, which natiiie did him teach 
X’ e\pi esse his passions, w hich his 1 eason did einpeach 
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And con^^nmg I’ke^vi^e to tbe “wounded InigLt, is 
When he beheld llie stie^uaes of pm pie blood 
Yet flowing ficbli, as nio%cd “v/ith the •'ight, 
lie made gicat mono iftci bib ^ahage mood, 

And lunning stiesgh^m^o the th’d cst ^\ootl, 

A cox tame hetbe lioxn thence unto him brougnt, 
WhobC Tex tue ho by use well miderbtood 
The juyee wheieof into hib uound he 'wioi'ght, 

And stopt the bleeding stxa’ght, ere he it btaunched 
thought 

Then taking up that Hecic'^ui^ shield aud spcaic, 13 
Which eaibt he left, he Signes unto them mide 
^Vxth him to ■wend unto lus woiming neaio , 

To which he easxl} did them peisi^ade 
Fax re in the fox rest, by a hollow glade 
Covered with mossie shxubs, which spiedding biOdc 
Bxd underneath them make a gloomy shade, 

Wheie foot ot living cieature ne%cr tiocle, [xbnao 
He scaise wyld beasts dux st come theie^i ■>sthi3wighto 

Thethei he bi ought the^o un xcqaainted gm ct" in 
To whom faixe sembl'^nce as Le coaid he v,hL\tC(l 
By signes, b} lookes, xnd all hxs othci gests , 

But the baxe gxound with hoaiie mos»e hebtioa^ci 
Must be then bed, then pillow was xmbowod 
And the frutes of the foxiest was theix feast , 

Fox then bad Stuaxd nexthex plough’d nox soucu, 
He fed on flesh, ne e\er of wjld beast 
Did taste the blond, obaj mg natuxes first beheaa^ 

Yet, howsoevei base and meane it weie, 15 

They tooke it well, and thanked God fox ill, 
lYhich had them fieed fiom that deadly feme, 
And sav’d from beuig to that ca;^tivc thijj^ 

Here they of foice (as fortune now did f Jl) 
Compelled were themselves a while to lest, 

Glad of that eabement, though it weie but small 
That ha\ mg there then wounds awhile ledicst, 
They mo^c the ablei be to pxsse unto the icot 
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Dm mg wliicli tune tint wylcl m'ln did appljf i6 
Ills best endeioui and his daily paine 
In seeking all the Tiyoods both fane and nye 
!Foi heibestodi esse then wounds, still seeming fame 
■When ought he did, that (^d then l>king game 
So Us eie long ho lixd that kniglites “wound 
liecui ed well, and m ido him v, hole aganie , 

But th it same Ladies huits no heibe he tound 
Which could ledies^c, foi it was inwaidly unsound 

jN“ow when as Calepme w is woxen stiong, 17 

Upon i day he cast abiodo to wend, 

To take the a}ie ind heaie the thiiishes song< 

Un lim’d, as feaiing neithei foe noi fiend, 

And without swoid his poison to defend 
Theio him beicll, unlooked loi befoic, 

An had uHcntuio with unhajDpie end, 

A ciuell Beau, the which 111 iiifint boie 
Bctwi\t his bloodie jawes, besjnmcLled all with goie 

The litlc bibe did loudly suike and squall, iS 
And ill the w oods with piteous plaints did fill, 

As li hib ciy did meane foi helpe to call 
To Calepme, whose eaies those shrieches shiiP, 
Peicmg Lib halt, with jiities point did thidl , 

That attei him he lan with ze ilous haste 
To rescue th’ mfint, cie he did him kill 
Whom though he saw row somewhat ovcipast, 

Yet by the ciy he follow’d, and pin sewed fast 

Well then him cliaunbt his heayy aimes to want, 19 
Whoso buiden mote empeach his ncedfull speed, 
And hmdei him fiom libeitie to pant , 

Foi haying long time, as his daily weed. 

Them wont to wcaie, and wend on foot foi need, 
Xow w intmg them he fUt himselfe so light, 

That like an Hiuke, wdiich feeling hex selfe fieed 
From bels nnd jesbcs which did let hei flight. 

Him seem’d his feet did 11)- ind m then speed deliglit 
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So welllie sped Inm, that the %\cai e Benic 20 
Eie long he o'\eitooke md loist to stay. 

And %\ithout weapon him as^ijlmg neaie, 

Coiiipeld him sooiic the spo}le ido\\ne to 
Wieiewith the bCias’* eniag’d to loose his p’ 

Upon him turned, and •i»ith gieedic toice 
And fuiie to be cios^ed 111 lus wa}, 

Gaping full wjde, did thinke without lemoi'so 
To be aveng’d on him and to de\oiiic liis co'a^ 

But the bold knight no whit theie it disii> i}d, si 
But catching up m hand a lagged stone 
Which Ixy theieb} (so loitune him did a*^ de) 

Upon him 1 in, ard tlnust it all dtoiio 
Into his giping thiote, that made him gione 
And gaspc foi bieath, thit he nigh choked w 1 % 
Being unable to digest that bone , 

Ke could it upwaid come, noi downward pisse, 
jNTe could he biooke the coldnesse ot the stoii} 

Whom when as he thus combi ed did behold, ss 
Stiy\mg in a line that nigh hii> boweL blast, 

He with him cload, and liymg mighbe hold 
Upon hib thiote, did giipe Ins goige so list, 

That wanting bieith him downe to giound he cast , 
And then oppressing him with uigent paine, 

Eie long entoist to breath his utmost bl i^t, 
Gnashing his ciuell teeth at him in a line, [stiainc 
And thi eatnmg his shm pe clawes,no w w antirg pow 1 e to 

Then tooke he up betwixt his aimes twame 23 
The litle babe, sweet leliekes of his pi ay , 

^’\Tiom pitying to hcaie so soie complaine, 

Fiom his soft eyes the teaies he w)pt aw i}, 

And fiom his face the filth that did it 1 1} , 

And eveiy h+le liinbe he seaicht aiound, 

And eaeiy part that under sweathhands lay, 

Least that the beasts sharpe teUb had any wound 
IMade m his tender flesh , but whole them all he found 
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So hn.vmg all Ins bands agame nptyde, 24 

lie with him thought backe to*ietuine agame. 
But \7hcn ho lookt about on eveiy byde, 

To weet which wiy ifcre best to enteitame 
To bung him to the place f^heie he would fame, 
He could no path noi tiact of foot desciy, 

He by inquiiie leaine, noi ghesse by nyme , 

For nought but woods and forrests faire and nye, 
That all ibout did close the compasse of his eye 

Much was he then encombied, ne could tell 25 
Which way to take now West he went a while, 
Then Xoith, then neithei, but as fortune fell 
So up and downe ho wandied many a mile 
With 'aeaiie tiivell and unceitnne toile, 

Yet nought the iieaiei to hib joaineys end, 

And e\eimoie his lo’' ely lide spoile 
Ci}ing foi food did greatly him offend 
So all that day in wand> mg vamely he did spend 

At last, about the setting of the Sunno, 26 

Him ‘•elfe out of the forest he did wynd. 

And by good foitunc the plaine champion wonne 
■Wheie, lookiig all about wheie he mote fjnd 
Some place oi succour to content his mj nd, 

At length he heaid undei the foiiests s}de 
A \oice, thit seemed of some woman fcynd, 
l\Tnch to hci selfe lamenting loudly Clyde, 

And oft complayn’d of £?te, and foitime oft defjrde 

To V horn appiochmg, when as she peiceived 27 
A stiangei wight in place, hei plaint she sta}d, 

As if '?he doubted to have bene decei\ed, 

Oa lo+h to let her soiiowes be bewiayd 
Whom when os Calepme saw so dismajd, 

He to hei diew, and with fine hlaiidibhment 
llei chea^ mg up, thus gently to hei sayd 
‘ What be ;^ou, woMl Dame, which thus lament, 
And foi what cause, declaie , so mote ye not repent ” 
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To who?i she thus ‘ What need me, Sn, to tell 28 
That which }oui*&elle hnc eaibt iicd so i%ht ^ 

A wofull dime }e ha\e me teimed 
So much moie wofull, as my wofull plight 
Cannot lediessed be^by living wight^ ” 
“Nathlesse,” (quotli he) “if need doe not you bynd, 
Boo it diselose to ease )Odi gue'ved spught 
Oftimes it haps that son owes of the mynd 
Find lemedie unsought, whir h feccking f anno+ f}nd ” 

Then thus began the hincnlible Dame 29 

“ Sith then } e needs >*111 Lno>/ the giiefe I hoord, 
Tam th’ unfoitun->tG iAB tilde by lume, 

The wife of bold Sn Bium, who is Loid 
Of all this land, late conquci’d hy his swoid 
Fiom agieat G}ant, called Coimoiaum, 

Whom he did o\eithiow hy }ondei fooid. 

And in thiee battailes did so deadly daunt, 

That he daie not letuxne ioi all his duly a aunt 

“ So IS ray Loi d now seiz’d of ’T the bnd, 30 

As in Ills fee, v ith peaceable estate. 

And quietly doth hold it in his hand, 

Ne any dues with him loi it deb'^te 
But to these happie loi tunes Cxuell fate 
Hath 30}n’d one gmII, which doth oieithiow 
All these oui jo^es, and all oui bliase aoite , 

And like in time to fuithei ill to grow, 

And all this land with endlesso losse to overflow 

For th’ heavens, en\}mg oui piospeiitie, 31 

Have not vouchsiit to giaunt unto us twaine 
The gladfull blessing of posteiitie, 

AYhich we might see om seU es remainc 
In til’ heiitage of our unhappie paine 
So that for want of heiies it to defend, 

All IS m time like to letuine agune 
To that fonle feend, who dayly doth attend 
To leape into the same aftei oui li-ves end 
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“But most my Loid is giie\ ed herewitlnll, 32 
And m ikes exceeding mone, \'^ien he does thinko 
That all this land unto Ins foe shall fill, 

Foi which he long in \ame did sweat and swiiike, 
That now the same he greltly doth foithinke 
Yet was it &a\d, tbeie should to him a sonnc 
J 3 e gotten, not begotten, which should diinke 
And diy up all the w itei \rhich doth 1 onne [doiine 
In the ne3^t biooke, by whom that feend shold be foi- 

“ Well hop’t he then, when this was piopheside, 33 
That fiom his sides some noble ch}-ld should iize, 
The which thiough fime should fine be magnifide, 
And this pioud gyant should with biave empiize 
Quite oieithiow , who now ginnes to despize 
The good Sii Biiun gi owing fuie m yeaies, 

Who thiiikes horn me his soiiow all doth ixze 
Lo ^ this my cause ot giietc to )ou ippeaics , 

Foi which I thus doe mouine, and pome foith coase- 
lesse teaios ” 

Which when he heaid, he inly touched was 34 
IVith tendei iiith foi hei unwoithy giiefe, 

And when he h id de\ized of hei case, 

lie gill m mind conceue a fit leliefe 

Foi all hei paine, it please hei make the pnefe , 

And, having cheai ed hei , thus said “ Fan e I) ame, 

In e\ils couiiscll is the comfoit chiefe , 

Which though I be not wise enough to fiame, 

Yet, as I well it meanc, vouchsafe it without blame 

“ If that the cause of this youi languishraent 35 
Be lacke of childien to supply }oiu place, 

Low ^ how good foi tune doth to 3011 piesent 
This litle babe, of sweete and loa ely f ice, 

And spotlesse spiiit in which 30 1013 enchaco 
W^hateaei foinies 30 list thcieto appl}, 

Being now soft and fit them to embrace , 

W hethei 3 e list hmi ti ime in che\ ali} , 

Or nouisle up m lore of leain’d Philosophy 
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“ And,*ceitcs, it lulh oftentime-s liene scene, ^6 
That ot the liket -v^bo^e linage unknowne, 

More bia\e md noble knights hue ia\^ed heenc 
As then Mctoi lulls doedci hi\e otlui showcn, 
Being with lime tllough mxny X itions hlowen, 
Then those which hixe bene dandled m the hp 
Theieloie some thought thit those bi x\e imps w eie 
soweu 

Ileie b> the Gods, ind ted with heaiciiK ^ ip, 

That made them giow so high t’ all honoi ible li ip ” 

The Ladle, heiikning to his sensetull speach, 37 
(Found nothing tint he said unmeet noi m a^on, 
Ilia mg olt scene it ti}de as he did teich 
Thciefoie incl}mng to hi& goodi) icison, 

Agicemg well both with the place iiid sciMjn, 

She gladly did ot that same babe iccept, 

As of hei owiio by Inoiej and seisin, 

And having ovei it a litle wept, 

She hoi e it thence, and c\ei as hei owiie it kept 

Right glad was Calepmc to bo *^0 iid 3S 

Of his }Oung chaigc whcieot he drilled nought, 

Xe she lesbe glad , foi she so wi^el; did, 

And with hei husband uiidei hand so wiougiit. 
That, when tint mfmt unto him she bi ought, 

She nude him think it suiely w as his ow iie , 

And it in goodly thewes well upln ought, 

That it became a f imous knight w ell kuowne. 

And did light noble deedus , the which clsw hci e ai 0 
show ne 

But Calepine, now being left alone 39 

Undei the gieenewoods side in soue plight, 
Withouten aimes 01 steedo to iide upon, 

Or house to hide his head fiom heavens ‘^pight, 
Albe that Dame, b-y all the meaiies she might, 

III n oft desned home with hei to wend, 

And oflied him, his couitesie to requite. 

Both hoise and aimes and what so cl&e to lend, 
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And, for exceeding griefe whicli giew <0 

That he his e so lucLlesse now had lost, 

On the cold giound maugie himselfe he thiew 
Foi fell despight to be so soiely ciost , 

And theie all night him&elfdSin anguish tost, 

Vowing that ne\ei he in bed againe 

His limbes would rest, ne lig m ease embost, 

Till that his Ladies sight he mote attaine, 

Oi iindei stand that she m sofetie did lemaine 
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Trip salvas^e S^iena xicll, 
tU sfe Pitnc^ hthwe Jtind, 
ll ho hei, tor,cthe) uiLh hu, iiquyic 
witn th* He) Jilt leaves bchund 
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TVIIAT an easie tlimg is to de^ciy i 

The gentle blond, how e\ei ifc be ^viipt 
In sad misfortunes foiile deloimity 
And wi etched soiioi\Ofe, nhicli ha^e otteu hapt ’ 
Foi howsoeaei it may glow mis-shapt, 

Like this wyld man being undibcipl}nd, 

That to all *vertue it may seeme unapt, 

Yet will it shew some spaikes of gentle m}nd, 
And at the lastbieake foith in L^s owne piopei kynd 


That plainely may in thi^ w}ld man be led, a 

Who, though he weie still m this dcseit wood, 
hlongtot sahage beasts both ludel} boire and bicd, 
Ne evei saw f ^ne guize, no learned good, 

Yet bhewd some token of his gentle blood 
By gentle usage ot that wi etched Dame 
Foi ceites he ^iras home of noble blood, 

How e\ei by haid hap he hethei cime. 

As ye may know when time bhall be to tell the same 


Who, when as now long time he hcl ed had 3 

The good Sii Calepine, th-'t fane ^/as btiayd, 

Did u e\e exceeding son on full and sad, 

As he of some mistoituno weie afiayd, 

And, leaving theic this Ladic ill dismay d, 

Went foith bti eightway into the foire&t wydo 
To secke if he pei chance asleep weie hyd, 

Oi what so else weie unto him betyde [spvle 
He sought him fane and neare, yet him no whci e he 
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Tlio backe letuinmg to that soiie D ime, 4 

He shewed sembHnt of exceedii^g monc 
By speaking signcu, as he them best could fiame, 
Now wiinging both his wi etched hinds in onCj 
Now healing his haid head |*pon a stone, 

That luth it was to sec him so lament 
By which <=«he well peiceiting wint was done, 

Gan teiie hei ba}ie, and ill hci gainientb lent. 
And beat hei bicast, and piteously hei selle toiment 

Upon the giound hei selle she fieicely thiew, 5 
Kegaidlesse of liei wounds yet bleeding life, 

That with then bloud did all the floie imbiew, * 
As il hei bieast, new liuncht with mmdious knife, 
AVould sti eight disbdge the wi etched weaiie lile 
Theie she long gio\ cling and deepe gioning In, 
As if hex tit ill poweis weie at stiife 
■\\ itli btiongei deith, ind feiied then decay 
Such weie this Ladies pangs and doloious issaj 

Whom when the S ilvage saw so soi e disti est, 6 
lie leaied hei up fiom the bloudie giound, 

And sought by ill the meines that he could best 
Hei to 1 ecui e out of that stony swound, 

And st lunch the bleeding of hei dieary wound 
Yet noruld she be lecomfoited foi nought, 

Noi cease hei soiiow ind impatient stound. 

But diy and night did texe hei caiefull thought, 
And evei moie and moie hei owno afiliction wi ought 

At length, when as no hope of his letouine 7 

She siw now left, she cast to leave the place, 

And wend abiode, though feeble and foiloine. 

To seeke some comfoit m that soiie case 

His stcede, now stiong thiough lest so long a space, 

AY ell as she could &hc got, ind did bedight , 

And being theieon mounted foith did pice 
AA'ithouten guide hei to conduct night, 

Oi gild hei to delond fiom bold oppiessois might 
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Wliottnwlien liei Host sw leadie to dopait, i 
He ould not sftfiei liei alone to t u e, 

But gan himselte uddiess^e to t\ke hei pait 
Those "wailike aimes 'which Cilepme wluloate 
Had left behind hc^gan elf&ooncs piepxie, 

And put them ill about liim^^elfe unfit, 

Ills shield, his helmet, and Ins cui Us biic 
But without SM 01 d upon hia. thigh to sit 
Sii Galepino himsclfe aw ay had hidden it 

So foith tlie> tiaveld, in uneaen pajie 9 

Thit mote to ill men seeino in uncouth sight , 

‘A sihage man matcht with a Lidic t me, 

That lathei seem’d the contiucst ot his might, 
Gotten by spoyle then puichaced aright 
Cut he did hex ittend most ciicfuily, 

And faitlif nil) did sei \ e both d 17 and night 
IVithouteii thought ol shame 01 "villenj, 

Ke eaei shewed signc of loule dislo} alU 

Upon a da}, as on thou way the} a/ent, 10 

It chaunst some luinituie about hci steed 
To be disoidied by some accident. 

Which to ledies&c she did th’ assistance need 
Of this liei gioome , which he by sigiies did leedc, 
And sti eight his cumbious airaes aside did lay 
Upon the giound withouten doubt 01 diced, 

And in his horn cl} wi/e began to as&iy 
T’ amend wlut was imisse, ind put m light aiav 

Bout which whilest he "w is buried thus liaid, 11 
Lo’ wheie a Lnighr, togcthei with his s(_[uiie. 

All aim’d to point came irding thetheiwaid. 
Which seemed, b} then poitance uid attue, 

To be two eiiant knights, that did inquiie 
Aftei adventuies, wheie they mote them get 
Those weie to weet (if that }e it lequiie) 

Piince Aithui and }0ung Tmius ^hich met 
By straunge occasion that heie needs fmth be set 
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Aftei that Timias had againc lecuied 
The fa%oui of Belphebe (as ye Eeaid) 

And of hei gi xoe did st ind againe assuied, 

To happio hlib^e he tx is full high upieai’d, 

ISTothei of en\y noi of chaur^e afeaid 
Though ritiii} foes did him mabgne theiefoie 
And x\ith unjubt deti action him did beaid, 

Yet ne himselfe bo -well and wisely boie, 

That in hei so\crainc Ijking he dwelt evermoie 

But of them all which did hib lume seeke, 15 

Thiee mightie enemies did him mo&t despight, 
Tlnee mightie ones, and ciucll minded ceke, 

That him not onei> sought by open might 
To o\ei throw, but to supplant by shght 
The hist of them b> iiime -Vvas crld Despetto, 
Exceeding lU the xcst in powre and Light , 

The second, not so stiong but wise, JDccetto , 

The thud, noi stiongnoi wise, but spightfullobtjDefetto 

Oftimcb then sundiy powics they did employ, 14 
And several dcceipts, but all m 1 amc , 

Eoi neither they by force could him destroy, 

JS’e }et entrap m treasons subtiii tiame 
Theietoie, conspiring iltogcthei plune, 

Thej did then counsels now in one compound 
“VYheie singled foices fade, conjo}nd may game 
The Blatant Beast the fittest meancs they found 
To workehis utter shame, and thi oughly him confound 

Upon a di} , as they the tune did waite, 1 5 

When he did 1 •’unge the wood foi sah age game, 
They sent that Blitint Beast to be a baite 
To iaw him fiom his deaae bcloxed dame 
Unwaies into the dauiigcr of defame, 

Eoi well they wist that Squiie to be so bold, 

That no one beast in foiiest wylde or tame, 

Met him in chase but he it challenge would, 

And pluckc the piaj oftimes out of their giccdy hould, 
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The h'^dj bo), they deviaed had, x6 

Seeing the iiglytAIoiibtei pabsing b} , 

Upon him set, o^peiiil nought xdiid, 

Ne bkiltali of the uncouth jeopaid^ , 

And chaiged him <4) fieicc and funousl}, 

That hib gieat foice unable to enduie, 

He foiced ■was to tunic from hun and fly 
Yet eie he fled he ■with htb tooth impuie 

Him heedlcsse bit, the whiles he tv as theicof sccuie 

Securely he did aftei him puraeiv, 17 

Thinking by speed to ot eitake his flight , [dicvv , 
JYho through thicke woods and bi akes -’ud hi lushini 
To weaiy him the moie and 'waste lus spight. 

So that he now has almost spent his spught, 

Till that at length unto a woodj glade 

lie came, whose coveit stopt his fuithei sight 

There his thiee foes shiowded in guilelull shade 

Out of then ambush bxoke, and gan him to m\ ide 

Shaipely they all attonce did him a'^saile, iS 

Burning with inwaid lancoui and despight, 

And heaped stiokes did lound about him haiie 
AYith so huge foice, that seemed nothing might 
Beaie off then blowesfiompeicing thorough quite 
Yet he them all so wanly did waid. 

That none of them in his soft flesh did bite , 

And all the while his backe foi best safegaid 
He lent against a tiee, that backewaid onset baid 

Like a wylde Bull that, being at a ba^, 19 

Is bay ted of a mastifie and a hound 
And a cuiie-dog, that doe him bhaipe ab*«ay 
On eveiy side, and beat about him lound , 

But most that cm re, baiking -with bittci sownd, 
And creeping still behmde, doth him incomber. 
That m his chauffe he digs the tiampled giound, 
And thi eats his hoi ns, and bellowes like the thonder 
So did that Squii c hib foes dibpeisc and dnvc asondei 
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Him well behoved so , foi his thiee foes so 

Sought to encompnbse him on ereiy side, 

And dangeionsly did round about enclose 
But most of all Defetto him annoy do, 

Cieeping behmde him still t ha\ e destioyde , 

So did Decetto eke him ciicumvent , 

But btout Despetto m his gieatei pi}de 
Bid fiont him, taco to tice against liiin bent 
Yet he them all withstood, and often made ident 

Till that at length, nigli tj-id with foimci chace, 21 
And neny no'iv with caiefull keeping waid, 

He gan to bhiinke and somewhat to give place. 
Pull like ei 0 long to haa e escaped hud, 

TThen as unwaies he in the foiiest hcaid 
A tiamplmg steede, th\t with Ins neighing fact 
Bid vainc his iidei be uppon his gxid , 

VTith noise vheieof the Squiie, now nigh aghast, 
Ilc\ned was, xnd sad dispaiie xway did cast 

Lftsooncs he spide a Knight appiochmg n^c , 2a 
"Who, seeing one m so gieat daungei set 
hlongst mail} toes, him selfe did f x&tei h}e 
To icskue him, xnd hib weake pxit abet, 

Poi pitty so to sec him ox ei set 

AVhom soonc as his thiee enemies did \ev. 

They fled, and fast into the wood did get 
Him booted not to thinke them to puisexx", 

The coveit was so thicke that did no passage shev 

Then tmmiig to that sxxaine him well he knexv 23 
To be his Tiniixb, liis owne tiue Squiie , 

Wheieot exceeding glxd he to him diexv, 

And him cmbi ‘icing twixt hib aimes entne, 

Him thus bespake “ My liefe, ni} lifes desu e, 
"Why hax e ye me alone thus long yleft ^ 

Tell me xxhxt Xvoildb despight, 01 heaxens}ie, 
Hath }ou thus long away horn me beieffcP 
AVheie hxxe ye all thib while bin wandimg'^ where 
bene weft 
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With that he sighed dccpc foi iri'waid tjne 24 
To 'whom the Sifuie nought aunsweicd igame, 

But, shedding soft tciicb fiom teiidci e}ne, 

Ills deal ailect 'i\ith silenee did lesti ime, 

And shut up ill hnc^phlnt in pm j paine 
Theie they awhile bome gricious speaihes spent, 

As to them seemed fit time to entert une , 

Aftei all which up to then bteedcs the> wciif, 

And foith togethei lode, a comely eouplemcnt 

So now they be aimed both m «ight 
Of this wyld man, w-hoin thej lull hubie lound 
About the sad Seren i things to dight, 

With those hi i\e aimouis lying on the giound 
That seem’d the spoile of some light well lenownd 
Which when that Squiie beheld, ho to them stept 
Thinking to take them horn that hylding hound 
But he it seeing lightly to him lept, 

And stei nely with strong hand it h oinhis handling Lejit 

Gnishing his gi aided teeth w ith giiesl) looke, a6 
And spaiklmg fiie out of his fuiious e>nt 
Him with his fist unwaies on th’ head he stiooke, 
That made him downe unto the eaith encline , 
Whence soone upstaitmg much he gan lepine, 

And laying hand upon lus wrathlull blade 
Thought theiewithall forthwith him to ha%e slainc , 
Who it peiceiving hand upon him layd, 

And gieedily him giiping lus aaengement staid 

With that aloude the fane Seiena ciyde ay 

Unto the Knight, them to dispait m twaine , 

Who to them stepping did them soone dia ide, 

And did fioin fuithei violence icsti une, 

Albe the wyld-man haidly would lefraiiie 
Then gem the Piince of hei foi to demand 
What and fiom whence she was, and by what ti line 
She tell into that saUage villames hand^ 

And whethei fiee with him she now weie, 01 in band’ 


IV 
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To wliom slie llius I am, as now ye see, 28 

The wi elchedst Dame that lives' this day on gi ound , 
lYho both m mmde, the which most giieveth mo, 
And body have leceiv’d a moitall wound, 

That hath me dn\en to thif dieiy stound 
I IV ab eiowhile the love of Calepine , 

Who whethei he ahve be to be found, 

Oi by some deadly chaunce be done to pine 
Since I him lately lost, uncath is to define 

“In salvage foiiest I him lost of late, 39 

Wheie I had suiely long eie this bene dead, 

Or else icmamed in most wi etched state, 

Had not this wyldo man m that wofull stead 
Kept and delneied me horn deadly diead 
In such a sah ige wight, of biutish kynd, 

Amongst v\;^lde beastes in deseit foirests bred, 

It IS most straunge and wondeifull to fynd 
So niilde humanity and peifect gentle mynd 

“ Let me theiofoie this favoiii foi him findo, 30 
That }e will not ;^oui wiath upon him wieake, 
Sith he cannot expiessc his simple mmde, 

>ouib conceive, ne but by tokens speake 
Smailpiaifaetopiove^oui powieon wight so weake ” 
With such fine woids she did their heate asswage, 
And the stiong couise of then displeasuie bieakc, 
That they to pitty tuind then foimei lage, 

And each sought to supply the oUce of hei page 

So having all things well about her dight, 31 

She on hoi way cast foxwaid to pioceede, 

And they her fbith conducted, wheie they might 
Findc haibour fit to comfoit her gieat neede , 

For now hei wounds corruption gan to bleed 
And eke this Squiie, who likewise wounded was 
Of that same Monstei late, foi lacke of heed 
Kow gan to faint, and fuither could not pas 
Thiough leeblenesse, which allhis limbe§ oppressedhas 
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So foxt?i tliey lodc togetlici ill in tioupc 32 

To sceko some place the which mote } edd some e 
these sicke tw^ine, thit now began to dioupe 
And all the way the Piince sought to appeubo 
The hittci anguish t>t then shaipc diseabC 
By all the couiteoub memes he could iiuent, 
Somewhilc with meiiy pmpo^e, lit to pleise, 

And otherwhile with good encour igement 
To make them to endure the pains dul then toiment 

Mongst which Seien*! did to him relate 33 

The fouie dibcoui t’bics and unknightly paits 
Winch Tuipine hid u»^to hei shewed late, 

Without compassion of hei ciiieil smaits 
Although Blandm a did with all hei aits 
Hun otheiwise peiswade all that she might, 

Yet he of malice, without her desaits, 

Kot onely her evcludcd late at night, 

But also trayterously did wound hei wcaiy Knight 

AYherewith the Piincc soie moaed the^c a\oad 3^ 
That soone as he letained b^cke agime, 

He would a\enge th’ ahubCs ot th t pioud 
And shamefnll Knight of w iiom biie did compl ime 
This wize did they each other enteitame 
To passe the tedious tra-vell ot the wa^. 

Till tow aids night they cime unto a pi line, 

By which a little Heimitage theie liv, 

Par tiom all neighbourhood the which innoj it ma\ 

And nigh theieto a little Chappell stoode, 35 

Which being aU with y vy erspred 
Deckt all the loofe, and, shadowing the loode, 
Seem’d like a gio-ve faire hr lunched 01 ei bed 
Therein the Hei mite, which his liie heie led 
In streight ohservaunce of leligious aow, 

Was wont his howres and holy things to bed, 

And theiein he likewise was pra>mg now, [now 
Whenas these Kniglits ^iiiv’d, they not whci c noi 
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They stayd not theie, but sti eight wa> in did^pa^ 36 
"Whom when the Ilermite piese^it saw m place, 
Eiom his devotion sti eight he-tioubled is , 
Which bieakmg off he towaid them did pace 
With stayed steps and gi a\ ^ beseeming giace 
Foi well it seem’d that whilome he had beene 
Some goodly peison, and of gentle race, 

That could his good to ill , and well did weene 
How each to enteitame with cuit’sie well beseene 

And soothly it was sayd by common fame, 37 

So long as age enabled him thcieto, 

That he had bene a man of mickle name, 
Eenowmed much 111 aimes and deiiing doc, 

Hut being aged now , and weai } to[o] 

Of wanes delight ind woilds contentious toyle, 
The name of knighthood he did disavow , 

And, hanging up his aimes and wailike spo}le, 
From ill this w 01 Ids incombi aunce did himself e assoy le 

He thence them led into his Heimitage, 38 

Letting their steedes to graze upon the gieene 
Small was his house, and like a little cage, 

Foi his ownc tuine, yet inly neate and dene, 
Deckt with greene boughes and flowei s gay beseene 
Theiem he them full fane did entertaine 
ITot with such foiged showes, as fittei beene 
Foi couiting fooles that cuitesies would fame, 

But with entire affection and appeal aunce plame 

Yet was their fire but homely, such as hee 39 

Bid use his feeble body to sustame, 

The which full gladly they did take in glee, 

Such as it was, ne did of want complaiiie, 

But being well suffiz’d them lested fame 
But taiie Serene all night could take no rest, 

He yet that gentle Squiie, foi grieious paine 
Of their late woundes, the which the Blatant Beast 
Had given them, whose griefe thiough suffi aunce sore 
incieast 
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So all tliat night tlj,ey past m gieat dibcase, 40 
Till tint the moining, bunging end} light 
To omde mens lobouis, biought tlieui also ense, 
Ancl some a&^wigCnent of thou pimctull plight 
Then up they lOse, and gin them sehes to dight 
Unto then journey , but that Squiie and Daiiu 
So faint and feeble weie, tint they ne might 
Enduie to tiavdl, 1101 one toote to iiamc 
Then heaits ^ere sicke, then sides ■were soie , their 
feete weie lime 

Therefoie the Piince, \Thom gicat aftines in inynd 41 
^Vould not peimit to nake theie Icngei <ay, 

'Wis foiced theic to lea\e them both behynd 
In that good Heimits chaige, whom he did piiv 
To tend them ell So foi th he went his a} , 

And with him eke the salvage, that i\h}leare 
Seeing his loyall usage and an ay 
Was gieatly giowne m love of that bi xie peie 
Would needes depait , as shall ded ired be el'-ewhei e 
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Ihe He) mite lieales both ^juiie and dame 
Of then sote maladi i 
He Tuipine doth dej^eatt, and shame 
Foi his late viilanies 


0 wound, whicli wailiko hand of enemy i 
Inflicts with dint of swoid, so soie doth light 
As doth the poybuous sting, which inhvniy 
Infiveth in the name of noble wight 
Foi, by no ait, noi an\ leaches might, 

It evei can recuicd be agame, 

'Nq all the skill, which thit immortall bpiight 
Of Podalyiius did in it letaine, 

Can lemedy such huits such hints aie hellish paine 



Such weie the wounds the which that Blatant Beast 2 


Made in the bodies of that Squire and Dame , 


And, being such, were now much moie incieist 
Foi want of taking heede unto the same, 

That now coiiupt and cuielesbc they became 
IIoT\be that caielull Ilcrmite did his best, 


"With man^^ kindes of medicines meete, to tame 
The poysnous humoui which did most infest 
Then lanckhng wounds, and every day them duely 
diest 


For he right well m Leacnes craft was seene, 3 
And thiough the long e\peiience of his dayes, 
Which had in many foi tunes tossed becne 
And past thiough many peiillous assa}es, 

He know the div erse went of mortall wayes, 

And in the mmdes of men had gieat insight, 
Which with sage counsell, vhen they went astray, 
He could enfoime, and them reduce aught. 

And all the passions heale which wound the weaker 
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For T^lijrloine lie bad bene a dongbty Knigbt, 4 
As any one tlut*livcd in his daies 
And pio\ed oft m nianj peiillous fight 
Of which he giacc^and gloiy -wonnc ih\aies. 

And m all battels feoie the baie& 

But being now attacht with limelj age, 

And weaiy of this woilds unquiet waxes. 

He tooke him selfe unto this Heimitage, 

In which he liv’d alone, like caiele&se bird in cage 

One day, as he was seaichmg of their wounds, 5 
He found that the} had festied innily , 

And lanckling inwaid with uriul} stounds, 

The innei paxts now gan to putiit}, 

That quite they seem’d past helpe of suigeiy , 

And lathei needed to he disciplinde 
With holesome reede of sad sobiiet}, 

To lule tlio stubhoine 2 age of passion blmde 

Give salves to evciy soio, but counsell to the minde 

So, taking them apai t into his cell, 6 

He to that point fit speaches gm to fiamo, 

As he the ait of woids knew wondious well, 

And eke conld doe as w ell as say the some , 

And thus he to them sayd “ Fan e daughtei Dame, 
And }ou, fine Sonne, which heie thus long now lie 
In piteous languoi since }e hithei came, 

In vaine of me ye hope foi lemedie, 

And I likewise m vame doe salves to you applie 

“ Foi m yom selfe youi onely helpe doth he 7 
To heaie youi selvcb, and must pioceed alone 
Fiom youi owne will to cuie }oui maladie 
Who can him cuie that will be cur’d of none ^ 

If theiefoie health ye seeke, ohseivc this one 
Fust leaine your ontwaid senses to lefiaine 
Fiom things that stiire up fraile affection , 

Youi cies, youi eares, }oui tongue, }our talke le- 
stiaine 

Fi om that they most affect, and m due termes contamc 
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‘‘ Foi fi om those outward sences, ill affected, 8 
The seede of ill this evill fust doth spiing, 

AVhich it the iiist, befoie it h£d infected, 

Mote easie be suppicst with>ittle thing , 

But being gioweii stiong it loitli doth bung 
Soiio-\\, and anguish, and impatient pame, 

In th’innei paits, and lastly, scattering 
Contagious poyson close thiough eveiy ‘vaine, 

It never lests till it have wi ought his fiiiall bane 

Foi that beastes teeth, which wounded you tofoie, 9 
Ai e so exceeding venemous and keene, 

Mide all of lusty yion lanckling soie, 

That wheie they bite it bootetli not to weene 
With salve, or antidote, 01 othei mcne. 

It Q\ei to amend ne marvaile ought, 

Foi that same beast was bied of hellish stiene, 
And long in daiksome Stygnn den upbi ought, 
Begot of foule Echidna, a& in booLes is taught 

Echidna is a IMonstei duefull died, 10 

Whom Gods doe hate, and heavens ahhoi to see , 
So hideous is hei shape, so huge hei bed, 

That even the hellish fiends affiighted bee 
At sight theicof, and fiom hei presence flee 
Yet did hei face and foimei parts piofesse 
A faire young Mayden, full of comely glee , 

But all her hindoi parts did plaine expiesse 
A monstious Diagon, full of fearefull ughnesse 

“ To hei the Gods, foi hei so dieadfull face, ii 
In fearefull darknesse, fuithest fiom the skie 
And fiom the eaith, appointed have her place 
Mongst rocks and caves, where she enrold doth lie 
In hideous hoiroui and obscuiity, 

Wasting the stiength of hei immoitall age 
Theie did Typhaon with hei company, 

Cruell Typhaon, whose tempestuous lage 
Makes th’ hei\ens tremble oft, and him with vowes 
asswage 
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“ Of tli^t commixtion they did then beget 12 

This hellibh Bo^, that bight the B1 it int Boisi , 

A wicked Monbtei, that his tongue doth whet 
Gainst all, both g(jjd and bad, both mobt ind h i^t, 
And poms his povsnous gill toitli to infcbt 
The noblest wights with notable defame 
Ne evei Knight that boie so lofty creast, 

IsTe evei Lady of so honest name. 

But he them &potted with leproch, 01 seciete shame 

“ In vaine thei efoi e it w ere w ith medicme 3 3 

To goe about to salve such kj-nd of soie, 

That lathei needes wise lead and dibcipline, 

Then outward sahes that may augment it moie ” 
“Aye me’” (sajd then Seiena, sighing soie) 

“ What hope of helpe doth then foi us lemaine, 

If that no salves may us to health icbtoie 
“ But sith we need good counsell,” (si) d the aine) 

“Aieadjgood Sue, some counsell that mi) ubsubtaine ' 

“ The best” (sayd he) “ that I can }ou advize, 14 
Is to avoide the occasion of the ill 
Poi when the cause, whence evill doth aiize, 
llemoved ib, th’ effect since aseth still 
Abstaine from plcabuie, and lebtiaine youi will, 
Subdue desiie, and biidle loose delight , 

Use scanted diet, and foibeiie >oui fill , 

Shun seciesie, and talke in open sight 
So shall }ou soone lepaiie youi present e\ill plight ” 

Thus having sayd, his sickely patients 1 5 

Bid gladly heaiken to his grave heheast, 

And kept so well his wise commaundementb, 

That in shoit space then malady was ceast, 

And eke the biting of that haimefull Beast 

throughly heal’d Tho, when they did pei ccave 
Then wounds lecui’d, and forces leincieast, 

Of that good Hermite both they looke then le iv e. 
And went both on then:“ way, ne ech would othei leav e 
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But each the other \ ow’d t’ accompany ^ i6 
The Lad}, foi that she was mu£h in died, 

ITow lefc ilone m gioat extxemity , 

The Squiie, ioi that he couiteous was indeed, 
Would not her lea\e alone in hei gieat need 
So both togethei tiaveld, till they met 
With a lane Mayden did in mourning weed, 
Upon a mangy jade unmeetely set, ^ 

And a le-wd foole hei leading thoiough diy and 'v\et 

But by what meanes that shame to hei befell, 17 
And how theieof hei selfe she did acquite, 

I must a while forbeaie to you to tell , 

Till that, as comes by couise, I doe lecite 
What foitune to the Biiton Prince did lite, 

Pui suing that pioud Knight the which whileaie 
Wi ought to Sii Calepine so foiile despight, 

And eke his Lady, though she sickel} weie, 

So lewdly had abusde, as }e did lately heaie 

The Piince, accoidmg to the foimei token 18 

Which fane Seiene to him deliveied hid, 

Piubu’d him sti eight , in mynd to bene ywioken 
Of dll the 1 lie demeane and usage bad, 

With which he had those two so ill bestad 
Ke wight with him on that adventuie went, 

But that wylde man , whom though he oft forbad, 
Yet foi no bidding, noi foi being shent, 

Would he iestia}ned be fiom his attendement 

Ai living theie, as did by chaunce befall, 19 

He found the gate wyde ope, and in he lodc, 

He stajd, till that he came into the hall , 

Wheie soft dismounting, like a weaiy lode. 

Upon the giound with feeble feete he tiode, 

As he unable weie foi veiy neede 
To mo\e one foote, but theie must make abode 
The whiles the sahage man did take his steede, 
And in some stable neare did set him up to feede 
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Eie loifg to liim t. nomely gioome thcie came, 20 
That m lude wife him a&ked a\liat he -v^ 

That duist so boMly, without lei 01 shame, 

Into his Loids foi'^dden hall to passe ® 

To whom the Pimce, him iaynmg to emba>e, 
Mylde answei made, he was an eiiaiit Knight, 

The which was fall’ll into this feeble case 
Thiough many wounds, which lately he in fight 
Eeceived had, and prayd to pitty his ill plight 

But he, the moie outiageous and bold, 21 

Sternely did bid him quickely thence aiaunt, 

Oi deare aby , foi why his Loid of old 

Did hate all eiiant Knights which theie did haunt, 

ITe lodging would to any of them giaunt , 

And theiefoie lightly bad him packe awaj, 

Kot spaaing him with bittei woids to taunt, 

And theiewithxll lude hand on him did In, 

To thrust him out of doie doing his woist assay 

Which when the Salvage, comming now in place, 22 
Beheld, eftsoones he all eniagcd giew, 

And, 1 mining sti eight upon thit iillame babC, 
Like a fell Lion at him fieiccly flew, 

And with his teeth and nailer, m pi eseiit v 
Him ludely lent and all to peeces toie , 

So miseiably him all helpelesse slew, 

That with the noi&e, whilest he did loudly lore, 
The people of the house lo&e forth in gieit upioie 

Who when on ground they saw then fellow slame, 23 
And that same Knight and Salvage standing bv, 
Upon them two they fell with might and maine, 
And on them layd so huge and horiibl^, 

As if they would ha\e slame them picsently 
But the bold Prince defended him so well, 

And then assault withstood so mightily, 

That, maugie all then might, he did xepcll 
And beat them back, whilest manyundeineath himfell 
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Yet lie them still so shaipely did pursew, 24 

lliat lew of them he left ali\e, which fled 
Tho&e e-vill tidings to then L( 5 !ia to shew 
Who, lioxiing how his peopJiiCbadly sped, 

Came foith in hast , wheie when as with the desd 
He saw the gi ound all strow’d, and th it same Knigh t 
And salvage with then blond liobh steemiiig led, 
lie wo\e nigh mad with wiath and fell despight, 
Andi; ith 1 epi ochfull woi ds him thus hespake on liight 

“ Ai t thou he, ti a} toi , that with treason a ile 25 
Hist slime my men m this unmanly manei, 

And now tnumphest in the piteous spoile 
Ot these pooi e folk, whose soulcs w ith black dishonoi 
And foule dct nne doe decke thy bloudy banei ^ 
The nieede whcieof shall shoitly be thy shame, 
And wi etched end which still attendeth on hei ” 
With tbit him selfe to battell he did fiame , 

So did his foity [yeomen, which theie with him came 

With dxeadfull foice they all did him assaile, 26 
And lound about with bojstious stiokes oppresse. 
That on Ins shield did 1 attle like to hade 
In a gieat tempest , that in such distiesse 
He wiat not to which side him to addiesse 
And e\ennoie that ciaven cowheid Knight 
Was at hib backe with heartlesse heedinesse, 

Way ting if he unw ai es him mui thei might , 

Foi cowrardize doth stdl in villany delight 

Wheieof when as the Pi nice was well awaie, 27 
He to him turnd with fuiioiis intent. 

And him against his powre gan to piepaie , 

Like a fierce Bull, that being busie bent 
To fight with many foes about him ment. 

Feeling some cuiie behmde his heeles to bite, 
Turnes him about with fell avengement 
So likewise turnde the Piince upon the Knight, 
And la} d at him amaine with all his will and might 
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I'Vlio, w*lien lie once liis dieadfull btiolcs liad tasted, 
Dm St not tlic fiAie of his foice abyde, 

But turn’d aback®, and to iet}ie him hasted 
Thi ough the thick p^ase, thei e thinking him to h vdc 
But, when the Piince had once him plamely eyde, 
He foot by foot him followed alway, 

He would him suffei once to shimke asyde. 

But joyning close huge lode at him did lay, 

Who flying still did waid, and waidmg fly away 

But, when his foe he still so eagei saw, 5,9 

Unto his heeles himselfe he did betake, 

Hoping unto some lefuge to withdiaw 
He would the Piince him evei foot foi^akc 
Wheie so he went, but aftei him did make 
He fled fioni loome to loome, fiom place to pLico, 
Whylest eveiy joynt foi dread of death did quake, 
Still looking aftei him that did him chacc, 

That made him evermoie inciease his speedie pace 

At last he up into the chainbei came 30 

Whereas his love was sitting all alone, 

Way ting what tydmgs of hel folke became 
Theie did the Piince him overtake anone, 

Ciying in vaine to hei him to bemone. 

And with his swoid him on the head did smyte, 
That to the giound he fell in sjensele&'ie swone 
Yet whethei thwait 01 flatly it did lyte, 

The tempi ed steele did not into his biaynepan byte 

Which when the Ladie saw, with gieat offiight 31 
She fatal ting up began to shiieke aloud, 

And with hei gaiment co\ermg him horn sight, 
Seem’d nndei hei piotection him to shioud , 

And falling lowly at his feet hei bowd 
Upon hei knee, inti eating him for grace, 

And often him besought, and prayd, and vowd, 
That with the luth of hei so wi etched case, 

He stayd his second stiooke, and did his hand abase 
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Her weed she then withdrawing did him discoVei , 3 s 
T\nio now come to himselfe yelf would not iize, 
But still did lie as dead, and ^uake, and qui'vei, 
That even the Piincc his baj^nesse did despize , 
And eke his Dame, him seeing in such guize, 

Gan him lecomfoit and fiom giound to leaie 
Who using up at last in ghastly wize, 

Like tioiibled ghost, did dieadfully appeal e, 

As one that had no life him left thiough foimei feaie 

Whom when the Piinr e so deadly saw dismayd, 33 
He foi such basene^ se shamefully him shent, 

And with shaipe woids did bitteily upbiayd 
“ Yile cow heard dogge ^ now doe I much lepent, 
That e\ei I this life unto thee Icnl, 

Wheieof thou, caytive, so unwoithie '’rt, 

That both thy lo-v e, for lackc of hardiment, 

And eke thy sclfe, foi want of manly hait, [pait 
And eke all knights hast shamed with Uns knightlcsse 

‘‘ Yet fuither hast thou heaped shame to shame, 34 
And Clime to ciime, by this thy cowheaid feaic 
Poi fiist, it was to thee lepiochfull blame 
To elect this wicked custome, which I heaie 
Gainst eii ant Knights and Ladies thou dost leai e , 
Y horn when thou ina} st thou dost of aims desjDoile, 
Oi of thou uppei gaiment which they weaie , 

Yet doest thou not with manhood, but with guile, 
Mamtaine this evil use, thy foes thereby to foile 

‘‘ And lastly, in appiovance of thy wiong, 35 

To shew such faintnesse and foule cowaidize 
Is gieatest shame, foi oft it falles, that siiong 
And -valiant Knights doe lashly entcipiize 
Eithei for f ime, 01 else for exercize, 

A wiongfull quairell to mamtune by fight , 
Yetha-ve through piowesse and their biave empi ize 
Gotten gieat woiship m this woildes sight 
Foi gieatei force theie needs to maintamc wiong then 
light 
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“ Yet, ismce thy life unto this Ladie fajie 3& 

I given have, li^ip m lepioch and scoine, 
llTe evei aimes ne evei knighthood date 
Hence to pioiessft foi shame is to adoine 
With so biave ba^es one so basely borne 
But onely breath, sith that I did foigive ” 

So having fiom his ciaven bodie tome 
Those goodly armes, he them away did gnc, 

And onely sufiied him this wi etched life to live. 

There whilest he thus was setlmg things above 37 
Atwene that Ladie myld and lecieant knight, 

To whom his life he giaunted foi hei love, 

He gan bethmke him m what perilous plight 
He had behynd him left that salvage wight 
Amongst so many foes, whom suie he thought 
By this quite slame in so unequall fight 
Therefoie descending backe in haste he sought 
If yet he weie alive, or to destiuction hi ought 

Theie he him found emiioned about 38 

With slaughtied bodies which his hand had slame, 
And laying yet a fiesh with com age stout 
Upon the lest that did alive lemaine , 

Whom he likewise light sorely did constiaine, 
Like scattred sheepe, to seeke foi safetie, 

Aftei he gotten had with husie pame 
Some of then weapons which theiehy did lie, 
With which he iayd about, and made them fist to llie 

Whom when the Pimce so felly saw to rage, 39 
Appioching to him neare, his hand he stx3d, 

And sought by making signes him to asswage , 
Who them peiceiving straight to him obayd, 

As to his Loid, and downc his weapons layd, 

As if he long had to his heasts bene trayned 
Thence he him brought away, and up convayd 
Into the chambei, wheie that Dame lemayned 
With her unwoithy knight, who ill him enteitayned 
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Whom when the Salvage saw fiom daungei ^lec 40 
Sitting be&kle hit Ladic theie/at ease, 
lie well lememhicd tint the same w is hec, 

Which htcly sought hib Lou^ioi to displease 
Tho ill 111 lagc he on him sleight did scaze, 

Ab if he w ould in pceces him have 1 ent , 

And, weic not that the Pimce did him appeazc, 
He had not left one limbe of him iinient 
But bti eight he held his hand at his conimaundcnieiit 

Thus having all things well in peace oidayned, 41 
The Piince hmibelfe theie all that night did lebt , 
Wheie him Blindma fa^ielj entertained 
With all the coniteous glee and goodly feast 
The which foi him she could imagine best 
Poi w ell she knew the wayes to win good will 
Of e\ciy wight, that weie not too infest, 

And how to please the minds of good and ill, 
Thiough tempeiing of hei woids and looLes by won- 
dious skill 

Yet weie hei woids and lookes but fal&e and fayned, 
To some hid end to make moie easie wa}, 

Oi to allui e such fondlings whom she ti ayned 
Into hei ti ap unto then owne decay 
Thereto, when needed, she could weepe and pray, 
And when hei listed she could fxwne and flatter , 
ITow smyling snioothli, like to sommeis day, 

Now glooming sadly, so to cloke hei matter, 

Yet weie her woids but wynd, and all hei tcares but 
watei 

Whethei such giace weie given hei by kyud, 43 
As women tv out then guilefull witb to guyde, 

Oi leaind the ait to please, I doe not fynd 
This well I wote, that she so well appl^de 
Her plexsing tongue, that soone she pacify de 
The wrathfull Piince, and wi ought hei husbands 
Who nathelesse not therewith satisfyde [peace 
His 1 mcoi ous despight did not 1 eleasse, 

Ne secicth fiom thought of fell levoiicc ^uicoissc 
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Foi all*tliat niglit, the wh}leb the Pimce did re«it 44 
In caiclesbe cou^ji, not weeting what was ment, 

He watcht m cloijj au ayt with weapons pie^t, 
IVillmg to woike \illenous intent 
On him that h id so -bhamefully him shent 
Yet duist he not foi \eiy cowaidize 
Efiect the same, whjlest ill the night was spent 
The moiiow ne\t the Pimce did eailj iizc, 

And passed foith to follow his fust enterpiize 
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CAl^TO VI7 

Tin pine 2s haff'itld. In/ two knights 
doe game then tieasons meed 
Fayie Mn abellaeb punishment 
J-oi Loves disdaine decreed 




■"' by ? ""^5 


a IKE as tlie gentle hait it selfe bewiaycs i 
In doing gentle deedes with fianke delight, 
Even so the basei mind it selfe displayes 
In cancied malice and levengefnll spight 
Eoi to maligne, t’ envie, t’ use shifting slight, 

Be aiguments of a \ile donghill mmd , 

IVhich, \\hat it daie not doe bj open might, 

To worke by ivicked treason waycs doth find, 

By buch discouiteous deeds discoveiing his bibC kind 


That well appeals in this discouiteous knight, a 
The cowaid Tmpine, wheieof now I tieat , 
lYho notwithstanding that in formei fight 
He of the Piince hib bfe received late, 

Yet in his mind, malitious and ingrate, 

He gan de\ize, to be aveng’d anew 

Foi all that shame, which kindled inwaid hate 

Theiefoie, so soone as he was out of vew, 

Ilimselfe m hast he aim’d, and did him last pin sew 


Well did he tiact his steps as he did lyde, 3 

Yet would not neare appioch in daungeis eje, 

But kept aloof e for diead to be desci}de, 

Untill fit time and place he mote espy, 

Wheie he mote woike him scath and villcny 
At last he met two knights to him unknowne, 

The which were armed both agreeably, 

And both combynd, whate-vei cliaunce weie blowne 
Beti\i\t them to divide, and each to make Ins owne 
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To wliom false Tumne commmg comteoubl^, 4 
To cloke tlie mx^Jiiefo which he only ment, 

Gan to complame*of great discouitesie, 

Which a straunge iCjght, that neai e afore him went, 
Had doen to him, ana his deaie Ladie shent 
Which if they wo^ld afford him ayde at need 
Toi to avenge in time convenient, 

They should accomplish both a knightly deed, 

And foi then pames obtaine of him a goodl> meed 

The knights beleev’d that all he sajd was tiew , 5 

And being fresh and full of }outhly spiight, 

Weie glad to heare of that adventuic new, 

In which they mote moke trull of their might 
Which never yet they had approv'd m fight, 

And eke desirous of the offred meed 
Said then the one of them , Where is that wight, 
The which hath doen to thee this wiongfull deed, 
That we may it avenge, and punish him with speed '' ' 

“ He iides” (said Tuipme) “ theie not fane ofoic, 6 
With a wyld man soft footing by hi& sj de , 

That, if ye list to haste a htle moie, 

Ye may him overtake in timely tjde” 

Eftsoones they piicked forth with forsvaid prjde, 
And ere that litle while they udden had, 

The gentle Pimce not firre away they spjde, 
Eydmg a softly pace with portance sad, 

Devizing of his love more then of dannger drad 

Then one of them aloud unto him cryde, 7 

Bidding him tuine agame, False ti lytonr knight^ 
Foule womanwiongei foi he him defyde 
With that they both at once with equall spight 
Did bend their speaies, and both with eqnall might 
Against him lan , but th’ one did mibse his mmke, 
And being earned with his foice forthiight 
Glannst swiftly by , like to that heavenly spaxke, 
Which glyding thiough the ayre lights all the heavens 
daike 
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But til’ othei, ayming bettei, did him smite 8 

Full 111 the bhield with so imp(Aous powie, 

That all his launce in peeces Aivei ed quite, 

And scatteied all about fell ^ a the flowie 

But the stout Prince, with much moi e steddy stowi e, 

Full on his bever did him stiike so soie, 

That the cold steele, through piei cing, did devowre 
His vitall bieath, and to the ground him bore, 
lieie still he bathed lay in his o\/ne bloody gore 

As when a cast of Faulcons make then flight 9 
At an Heineshaw, that lyes aloft on wmg, 

The whyles they stiike at him with heedlesse might, 
The wane foule his bill doth backward wring , 

On which the fiist, whose foice hei fiist doth bimg, 
Hex selfe quite thiough the bodie doth engoie, 
And falleth downe to ground like senselesse thmg , 
But th’ othci, not so swift as she befoie, 

Fayles of hex souse, and passing by doth hint no inoie 

By this the othei, which was passed by, lo 

Himselfe ieco\eiing was retmn’d to fight, 

Whei e when he saw his tellow lifelesse ly, 

He much was daunted with so dismal sight , 

Yet nought ibating of his foimei spight, 

Let din e at him with so malitious mynd, 

As if he would have passed thiough him qiiight , 
But the steele-head no stedfast hold could f}nd, 
But glauncmg by deceiv’d him of that he desynd 

Hot so the Pimce , foi his well learned speare ii 
Tooke surei hould, and fiom his hoises backe 
Above a launces length him foith did beaie, 

And gainst the cold hard eaith so sore him stiake, 
That all liis bones in peeces nigh he hiake 
Wheie seeing him so lie, he left his steed, 

And to him leaping vengeance thought to take 
Of him foi all his foimer follies meed, 

With flaming sw ord in hand his tenoi moie to bleed 
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The feaifull swayne beholding death so me is 
Clyde out aloucl^oi mercic, him to save, 

In lieu whei eof A would to him desciie 
Great treason to'll^pi meant, his life to leave 
The Prince soone hearkned, and his life foiga\e 
Then thus said he “ There is a stiaungei kniglit 
The which, for piomise of great meed, us dia-ve 
To this attempt to wreake his hid despight, 

For that himselfe theieto did want sufficient might ” 

The Fiince much mused at such \illenie, [meed , 
And sa}d “ Now suie Ve well ha-ve earn’d your 
Poi th’ one is dead, and th’ other ^oone shall die, 
Unlesse to me thou hither bung with speed 
The wietch that lijr’d you to this w icked deed ” 

He glad of life, and willing eke to wieake 
The gudt on him which did this mischiefe bleed, 
Swore by his swoid, that neithei day noi weeke 
He would surceasse, but him where so he weic w ould 
seeke 

So up he lose, and ioith stieigntway he w ent 14 
Backe to the place where Tuipme late he loic , 
Theie he him found in gieat astonishment 
To see him so bedight with bloodie goie, 

And giiesly wounds that him appalled soic , 

Yet thus at length he said “ How now, Six knight, 
What meaneth this which heie I see befoie’ 

How fortuneth this foule uncomely plight, 

So diffei ent fi om that which eai st y e seem’ d in ^ight 

“ Perdie,” (^aid he) “ in evill home it tdl, id 

That e\er I foi meed did undeitoke 
So haid a taske as life foi hyie to sell , 

The which I eaist adventui’d foi youi sake 
Witnesse the wounds, and this wide bloudie 1 ike, 
Which ye may see yet all about me steeme 
Theiefoie now yeeld, as ye did promise make, 

]My due lewaid, the which light well I deeme ^ 

I y eained have that life so deaiely did redeeme ” 
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“ But where then i-s” (quoth he halfe wrothfully) i6 
‘ Wheie IS the bootie, which tJ^eiefore I bought, 
That culled caytive, niy stro^ enemy, 

That lecreant knight, whose/iated life I sought^ 
And where is eke y our fiiend which halfe it ought ^ ’ 
He lyes” (said he) “ upon the cold baie ground, 
Slayne of that eiiant knight with whom he fought, 
Whom afteiwaids my selfe with many a wound 
Did slay agame, as ye may sec there in the stound ” 

Theieof false Tuipin was full glad and fame, 17 
And needs with him sti eight to the place would lyde, 
Wheie he himselfe might see his foeman slaine , 
Foi else hi& feare could not be satisfyde 
So as they lode he saiy the way all dyde 
W ith sti eames of bloud , which ti acting by the ti aile, 
Eie long they came, wheicas in evill tyde 
That other swayne, like ashes deadly pale. 

Lay in the lap of death, lewing his wi etched bale 

Much did the Ciaaen seeme to mono his case, 18 
That foi his sake hia deare life had forgone , 

And him bewaylmg with affection base, 

Did counteifeit kind pittie wheie was none 
For wheies no com age, theres no luth nor mono 
Thence pa&smg foith, not faire away he found 
Wheieats the Pi nice himselfe lay all alone, 

Loosely di^playd upon the giassie giound, 
Possessed of sw eete sleepe that luld him soft inswouncL 

Weaiie of tiavell m his former fight, xg 

He there m shade himselfe had layd to lest, 
Hiving hib aimes and warlike things undight, 
Feaielessc of loes that mote his peace molest , 

The wh}les his sal\age page, that wont be piest, 
Wib wandicd m the wood anothei way, 

To doe some thing that seemed to him best , 

The whyles his Loid m siher slombei lay, 

Like to the Evening staixe adorn’d with deawy lay* 
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Whom when as Tuipin saw so loosely h\(l, ao 
He weened welltoat he in deed dt id, 

Like as that othem knight to him had say d , 

But, when he nigli^approcht, he mote aiead 
PI line signes in him of life and liaelihead 
Whei eat much gi lev’d against that sti aungei kniglit, 
That him too light of credence did mibkid, 

,He would ha-ve backe retyied fioin Ihit sight, 

That was to him on earth the deadliest despight 

But that same knight would not once let him start ai 
But pLainely gan to him declare the cise 
Of all his imschiefe and late lucklesse siiitU t , 

How both he and his fellow theie m pi itc 
Weie vanquished, and put to loule disgrace, 

And now that he, m lieu of life him lent, 

Had vow’d unto the victoi him to tiace 
And follow thiough the woild wheie so he went, 
Till that he him delueied to his punishment 

He, theiewith much abashed and afixxyd, 21 

Began to tremble c^eiy Imibe '•nda une, 

And softly whibpeiing him entMcl) pia'vd 
T adMze him bettei then by such a ti ime 
Him to betray unto a sli luiigci sw ame 
Yet lathei counseld him contiaiy wize, 

Sith he likewise did wiong by hmi sustaiiie, 

To joyne with him and \engeance to devize, 

Wh} lest time did offei meancb him sleeping to suiprize 

ISTathelesse, foi all his speach tne gentle knight 23 
Would not be tempted to such MUenie, 

Eegaiding moie his i nth wh eh he did plight, 

All weie it to his moitall enemie, 

Then to ontiap him by f ihe tieacheiie 
Great shame m lieges blood to be cmbiew’d ^ 
Thus whylest they weie debating diaerslie, 

The Salvage foith out of the wood issew’d 
B icke to the pi ice, whci eas his Loi d he sleeping ve » ’d 
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Theie wlien he saw those two so neaie him stand, 24 
lie doubted much what mote ^11 meaning bee , 
And thi owing do^\ne Ins loadADut of Ins hand, 

To weet, gieat stoie of foiie^/fiute which hec 
Ilad foi his food late gatheied fioni the liee, 
Hiraselfe unto his weapon he betooke. 

That was an oaken plant, which lately hee 
Hent by the loot , which he so steinely shookc, 
Tint like an hazell wand it quivcied and quooke 

TVlieieat the Piince awikmg, when he spyde 25 
The tiaj/toui Turpin with that othei knight, 

He staited up , and snatching neare his syde 
Ills trustie sw 01 d, the servant of his might, 

Like a fell Lyon leaped to him ligut, 

And his left hand upon his collai layd 
Theicwith the cowheaid, deaded with afTiight, 

Fell flit to giound, ne woid unto him sa^d, 

But holding up his hands with silence mcicie piayd 

But he so full of indignation was, 26 

That to his piajei nought he would incline, 

But as he lay upon the humbled gi as, 

Ills foot he set on his vile necke, in signe 
Of sei\ile }oke that iioblei halts lepine 
Then, letting him aiise like abject thnll. 

He gan to him object his haynous ciime. 

And to levile, and late, and lecreant call, 

And lastly to despojle of knightly hanneiall 

And afiei all, foi gieatei mfimie, 27 

He b} the heeles him hung upon a ti ee, 

And baffuld so, that all which passed by 
The pictuie of his punishment might see. 

And by the like ensample warned bee. 

How ever they thiough tieason doe tiespasse 
But tuine we now backe to that Ladie fiee, 

Whom htc we left lydmg upon an Asse, 

Led by a Carle and foole which by hex side did passe 
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She Tsras a Ladie of gieat digmtie, 28 

And lifted up t\ honorable place, 

Famous thioagluall the hnd of Faene 
Though of men ^aientage and Lmdied ba'je, 

Yet deckt witbfTv ondi ou& giftes of natuies giate, 
That all men did hei per&on much admxic, 

And praise the featuie of hei goodly f icc , 

The beames 'wheieof did kindle lo\cIy fiic 
In th’ halts of many a knight, and man} a gentle sf|ua c 

But she thereof giew proud and insolent, a*} 

That none she woithie thought to be liei feio, 

But scornd them all that lo\c unto hci raent , 

Yet was she lo\’d of man} a noitny pcie 
TJnwoithy she to be belov’d so deie, 

That could not weigh of woithincsse uight , 

For beautie is moie gloiious blight and cleic, 

The moie it is adinii’d of many a wight, 

And noblest she that sei'ved is of noblest knight 

But this coy Damzell thought conti uiwize, 30 
That such pi oudlooks w ouldmake hci pi a} sedinoi e, 
And that the moie she did all lo\e despize, 

The moie would wi etched lo\eis hei idoie 
What caied she who sighed foi hei soie, 

Oi who did wa}le 01 watch the weaiie night ^ 

Let them that list then lucklesse lot deploie, 

She was home fiee, not bound to any wight, 

And so would e\ei li\e, and lo-ve hei onne delight 

Thiougli such hci stubboine stifnesse and haxd halt, 
Man} a wietch foi wint of lemedie 
Did languish long in lifeconsummg smait, 

And at the last thiough dicaiy doloui die 
Whylest she, the Ladic of hei libeitie, 

Bid boast hci beiutie had such so\exaine might, 
That with the onely twinckle of hei e}e 
She could or save 01 spill whom she would bight 
What could the Gods doe more, but doe it more aright^ 
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But loe ^ llie Gods, that moitall follies vew, 32 
Did woitliily 2 evenge this mayc^s pride , 

And, nought i eg aiding hei so ^lodly hew, 

Did laugh at liei thit many deiide, 

Wliilest she did weepc, of no man meicifidc 
Foi on a day, when Cupid kept his couit. 

As he IS wont at each Saint Valentide, 

Unto the which all loveis doe lesort, 

That of then lo-vessuccesse they theie may make repoi t, 

It foi tun’d then, that when the loules weie led 33 
In which the names of all loves folke were fyled, 
That many theie weie missing, which wcie ded, 
Oi kept in bands, 01 fioin then lo'ves exyled, 

Oi by some othei -violence despoyled 
'Which when as Cupid heaid, he wcxed wioth , 
And doubting to be wionged 01 beg uy led. 

He bad his eyes to be unblmdlold both. 

That he might see his men, and mustci them by oth 

Then found he many missing of his ciew, 3^ 

Which wont doe suit and seivice to his might. 

Of whom what w as becomen no man knew 
Theiefoie a June was impaneld sti eight 
T’ eiiquiie ol them, whethex by foice, 01 sleight, 
Oi then owne guilt, they weie away convayd ^ 

To whom loule Lifamie and fell Despight 
Gave e-vidence, that they weie all betiayd 
And muidied ciuelly by a lebellious Mayd 

Fay i e Mir abella was her name, w hei cby 3 5 

Of all those ciymes she theie indited was 
All which when Cupid heoid, he by and by 
In gieat displeasuie wild a Capias 
Should issue foith t’ attach that scoinefull lasse 
The wan ant straight was made, and tlieiewithali 
A Bayheffe eriant foith in post did passe, 

Whom they by name theie Portamoie did call , 
He which doth summon lo^eis to loves judgcmenthall 
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The damzell was attacht, and shoitly bi ought 36 
Unto the baiieVheieas she was aiia)ned, 

But she thereto \oiild plead, noi ansiveie ought, 
Even foi stubbof^p piide which hei restra;)red 
So judgement pa&t, as is by law oidayned 
In cases like which when at last she saw, 

Hei stubborne bait, which loae befoie disdayned, 
Gan stoupe , and falling downe with humble awe, 
Cryde mercie ^ to abate the exti emitic ot law 

The sonne of Venus, who is myld by kjnd 37 
But where he is provokt with pec'vihlmesbe, 

Unto hei piayeis piteously encljnd, 

And did the rigoui of his doome leprcssc, 

Yet not so fieely, but that nathdesse 
He unto hei a penance did impose, 

Which was, that thiough this woiidswyde wildeines 
She wandei should in companio ot those. 

Till she had sav’d so many loves as she did lose 

So now she had bene wandring two whole jeaies 3S 
Thioughout the woild in this uncomely case. 
Wasting hei goodly hew in heavie teues, 

And hei good dayes in doloious disgiace 
Yet had she not m all these two ye lies space 
Saved but two , yet m two yeaies beloie, 
Throghhei dispiteous piide, Tvhilestlovelackt place, 
She had destroyed two and twenty more [toie ^ 
Aie me ’ how could her love make halt amends thcre- 

And now she was uppon the weaiy way, Z 9 

When as the gentle Squiie, with taue Seiene, 

Met hei in such misseemmg foule airay , 

The whiles that mighty man did her demeane 
With all the evill teimes and ciuell meane 
That he could make And eeke that angiy foole 
Which follow’d hei, with cursed hands uncleane 
Whipping hei horse, did 'vyith his smarting toole 
Oft whip hei dainty selfe, andmuch augment her doole. 
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jNfe onglit it mote availe her to entieat 40 

The one 01 th’ other bettei her lb use , 

For both so wilfull *vveie and obstinate 
That all hei piteous plaint th^did refuse, 

And lathei did the moie hei beate and biuse 
But most the foimei villaine, which did lead 
Her tyielmg jade, was bent her to abuse, 

"Who, though she were with weaimessc nigh dead. 
Yet would not let her lite, noi lest a little stead 

For he was steine and terrible by natuie, 41 

And eeke of peison huge and hideous, 

E"s.ceeding much the measm e of mans statin e, 
And lathei like a Gjant monstruous 
Foi sooth he w is descended of the hous 
Of those old Gy ants, which did ■wanes daiiame 
Against the heaven in oidei battailous, 

And sib to gieat Orgolio, which was slainc 
By Aithuie, when as Unas Knight he did maintaine 

His lookes weie dreadfiill, and his fieiy eics, 4a 
Like two gicat Beacons, glaied bright and wyde, 
Glauncing askew, as if his enemies 
He scoincd in his ovei weening piyde , 

And stalking stately, like a Ciane, did stiyde 
At e'veiy step uppon the tiptoes hie 
And, all the w ay he went, on every syde 
He gaz’d about and staled hoixiblie, 

As if he with his lookes would all men teiiifie 

He woie no aimoin, nc foi none did caie, 43 

As no whit dieading any liamg wight 
But in a Jacket, quilted iichly rare 
Upon checklaton, he was stiaungely diglit, 

And on his head a roll of Imnen plight. 

Like to the Mores of Malibei, he woie, 

With which his locks, as blacke as pitchy night, 
Wcie bound about and aojded fioin befoie, 

And in his hand a might} }ron club he bore 
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This was Disdame, ’who led that Ladies horse 44 
Through thickVid thin, through mountains iiid 
through plJns, 

Compelling hu^ \heie she would not, b} force, 
Haling her palfrey by the hempen r nines 
But that same foole, which most mcreist her p lines, 
Was Scorue, who having in Ins hand a whip 
Hei therewith yiiLs , and still, when she complames, 
The more he hughes, and does hei closely quip 
To see hei soi e lament and bite hei tender lip 

Whose ciuell handling when that Squue beheld, 4^ 
And saw those villameb her so vildely use, 

His gentle heart with indignation sweld, 

And could no lengei beaie so gieat abuse 
As such a Lady so to beate and bruse , 

But to him stepping such a stroke him lent, 

That forst him th’ halter fioin his hand to loose, 
And maugie all his might backe to relent 
Else had he surely there bene blame, 01 fowly slient 

The villaine, wroth for greeting hun so sore 46 
Gathered him belle together soone agame, 

And with his yion batton which he bore 
Let drive at him so dreadfully amaine, 

That for his safety he d^d him constrame 
To give him giound, and shift to every side, 
Hither thin once his burden to sustaine 
For bootlesse thing him seemed to abide 
So mighty blowes, or pi ove the puissaunce of hia. pi ule 

Like as a Mastiffe hav mg at a bay 47 

A salvage Bull, whose cruell homes doe threat 
Desperate daungei, if he them absay, 

Traceth his giound, and round about doth beat, 
To spy where he may some advauntage get, 

The whiles the beast doth 1 ige and loudly lore , 
So did the Squne, the whiles the Ciile did fiet 
And fume in his disdainefull mynd the more, 
And oftentimes by Tuiinagant and Mahound swoie 
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ITatlielesse so sliaipely still lie him puisewd, 48 
That at advantage him at last y tooke, 

When his foote slipt, (that slipfeie deaiely lewd) 
And with his yion club to gi^nd him stiooke, 
Wheic still he lay, ne out of swoune awooke, 

Till heavy hand the Carle upon him layd, 

And bound him fast Tho, when he up did looke 
And saw him selfe captiv’d, he was dismayd, 

Ke powie had to withstand, ne hope of any ayd 

Then up he made him use, and forwaid fare, 49 
Led in a rope which both his hands did bynd , 

Ne ought that foole for pitty did him spaie. 

But with his whip him following behynd 
Him often scouig’d, and foist his feete to fynd 
And othei whiles v ith bittei mockes and mowes 
He would him scorne, that to his gentle mynd 
Was much moie giievous then the others blowes 
Woids shaipely wound, but greatest giiefe of scorning 
giowes 

The faire Seiena, when she saw him fall 50 

Undei that viUames club, then suiely thought 
That slaine he was, 01 made a wi etched thrall, 
And fled away with all the speede she mought 
To seeke for s ifety , which long time she sought, 
And past thiough many perils by the w ay, 

El e she againe to Calepme was brought 
The which discourse as now I must delay. 

Till Miiabellaes fortunes I doe fuither say 
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Quitei lUtjabell/tom dteed 
Se)enaf found of Sialvagcbf 
By Calepme t^Jieed 
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gentle Ladies, m wliose so\eiame pome 
Lo\ e liatli tlie gloiy of Ins kmgdome left, 
And th’ lieaitb of men, as }oui cteinull 
dowie, 

In yion cliameb of libeity beieft, 

Deliveied liatii into youi hands b> gift, 

Be well aware how j e the same doe use, 

That piide doe not to tyianny you lift, 

Least, if men you of ciuelty accuse, 

He fi om you take that chiefedome w hich 5 e doe abuse 

And as ye soft and tendei aie by k}nde, a 

Adoind with goodly gilts of beauties gi ice, 

So he ye soft and tender eeke m mynde, 

But cruelty and haidnesse fiom you chace, 

That all youi othei piaises will deface. 

And fiom you fume the loae of men to hate 
Ensample take of hliiabellaes case, 

Who fiom the high degiee of happy state 
Fell into wi etched woes, which she lepented late 


Who aftei thialdome of the gentle Squiie, 3 

Which she beheld with lamentable eye, 

Was touched with compassion entire, 

And much lamented his calamity, 

That foL hei sake fell into miseiy , 

Which booted nought for prayers noi foi threat 
To hope foi to lelease 01 mollify, 

For aye the moie that she did them entreat. 

The more they him misust, and cruelly did beat 
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So as tliey foiwaid on then way did pas, 4 

Him still leviling and afflicting sjie, 

They met Punce Aithuie witlifeii Enias, 

(That was that com teouts Kni^t, whom he before 
Having subdew’d jet did to life lestoie,) 

To whom as they appi ocht, they gan augment 
Then crueltj, and him to punish moie, 

Seoul ging and haling him moie vehement , 

As if it them should gueve to see his punishment 

The Sqtiiie him selfe, when as he saw his Loid 5 
The witnesse of Ins wietchednesse in place, 

Was much asham d that with an hempen cord 
He like a dog was led in captn e case, 

And did his head foi bxshfulnes&e abase, 

As loth to see 01 to be scene at all 
Slunie would be Ind Butwhenas Emas 
Beheld two such, of two such Mllaines thiall. 

His manly mjnde was much emmoved theiewithall, 

And to the Piince thus sajcl ‘‘ See you, Sii Knight, 
The gieatest shame that ever eye yet saw, 

Yond Lady and hei Squne with foule despight 
Abusde against all leason and ill law, 

Without legoid of pitty 01 of awe ? 

See, how they doe that Squue beat and levile ’ 
See, how the} doe the Lady h tie and di aw ’ 

But if }e please to lend me leave awhile, 

I will them soone acquite, and both of blame assoile ” 

The Pi nice assented, and then he, sti eight way 7 
Dismounting light, his shield about him threw, 
With which appiochiiig thus he gan to say 
“Abide, }G ca}tue tieichetoms untiew. 

That ha\ e with treason thi ailed unto you 
These two, uiiwoithy of joui wi etched bands, 
And now }oui ciiine with ciuelty puisew ^ 

Abide, and fiom them lay youi loathly hands, 

Oi else ibido the death that haidbefoie you stands ” 
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The ^ilhme «-t i\(l nut luiihwci to iintnt, > 

JJut \\ith lufr Mon cIuIj pioj>iuivj. ^va\, 

Ills niiiHles i iC'-bige Im ke nnto limi sent , 

Thu vl'iJi (k&cjhclod %\ith ''iitli (keidiuH it, 
That s* emed nought the ( uu’ ‘^u thereol i uuhl *•< i\ 

Ko inoie then lightening liom the hnU k)- 
Xo list the KiiigJit Uk powit ihuc.(><‘ i\, 

'W hose doomu is dt ith , 1/ut lialith ^hu’ inii h', 
Umv ues dcti ivded his iiHoinlul O' 

And, to ie<j[uite iiim \Mth tlu a’ l ii e, f) 

With his siiupe swoid hi. nU *t him ll \s, 

And stiouke ‘^u ^tioxig^} th •{ tui C ik v tU j imc 
Saved him belie hut that lu theie him , 

Yet saa d not so, but Ihit th Mood it <Leu , 

And gave hib foe good hope ci v it ton 
W ho theiewith dosht upon him set uitn. 

And with the ‘second btioke tlumdit leit iinel^ 

To have siipplvde the lust, and pude tin nsun 

But Fortune aim si oid unto lii^ edi , i- 

Foi lb his hind was liei’^ td un uu lug ‘it, 

The villamc met h n\ in the n odk t d, 

And with his club bet hicke Ins bioinl^mn luight 
So loieibl}, that With his Oivne hinds n ight 
llebeaten backe apon Irniseiie ic 5 ''nie, 

He diiven was to giound m *=che tk^j i^ht, 

Fiom whence eie he iceovci} could g ane, 

He m hib necke li id set his 1 jui.c v nk ti.U aibdame 

With that the look, v^hieli tl'd th’t end »,w’'a^to, ii 
Come running in , md wh’k-t on ground he 1 iv, 
Laide heav} hands on him inu held bo sti i\te, 
That downc he kept hnn v itu his oinciull tu 
So as he tould not wel I him a) w iv 
The whikb th it otliei viil imo v\ent about 
Him to Inae bound in i thi ild vathout deln » 

The V hilcs the look* did Inm i \ de i 'd limit, [stout 
Tliio lining to voke tin m ton ■»nM • « 1 ’»lp coi ige 
i\ u 
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As -vvlieii a sturdy plougliman with his hynde 12. 
By stiength hive overthiowne a'*stubboine steal e, 
They downe him hold, and fast 'v ith coids do bynde, 
Till they him force the buxoire yoke to beaie 
So did these two this Knight oft tug and teaie 
Which when the Pimce beheld, theie standing by, 
He left his lofty steede to aide him ne ire , 

And, buckling soone him selfe, gan fieicely dy 
Upon that Carle to save his fiiend from jcopaidy 

The villaine, leaving him unto his mate 13 

To be captiv’d and handled as he list, 

Himselfe addiest unto this new debate, 

And with his club him nil about so blist, 

That he which -way to tuine him scaicely Tvist 
Sometimes aloft he layd, sometimes alow, 

Kow heie, now theie, and oft him neaie he mibt , 
So doubtfully, that haidly one could know 
Whethei moie waiy weie to give 01 waid the blow 

But yet the Pimce so well enuied was 14 

With such huge stiokes, approved oft in fight, 

That way to them he gave foith light to pis , 

Ke would enduie the daunger of then might, 

But wayt advantage when they downe did hght 
At last the caytive, aftei long discouise. 

When all his stiokes he saw a'voyded quite, 
Resolved in one f absemble all his foice, 

And make one end of him without luth 01 lemoise 

His dreadfull hand he headed up aloft, 15 

And with his dreadfull instiument of yie 
Thought sure have pownded him to powder soft, 

Oi deepe emboweld in the earth entyi e 
But Foitune did not with his ^ill conspne , 

Poi eie his stroke attayned his intent, 

The noble childe, preventmg his desiie, 

Undei his club with w aiy boldnesse went, 

Anri csTTiote him on the knee that nevei yet was bent 
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It nevei yet was Ijeni, iie Lent it now, i6 

Albe tlie s+ic /to st^on" and pui‘^>‘int wore, 

Till! ijocm’d T pilloui it cuuld bj\v , 

But all 1 g, bich did Ins bod} be^e, 

It ciac^t tbioughout, yet did no blond appeal e, 

So as It was miable to suppOit 
So huge a buidcn on sutli bioken gene 
But itll to giound, like to a liinipe ot dull , 

TVlience he asuajd to ii«:e, out could not loi his hint 

Eftboones the Pi nice to linn full n irbl/ stept, 

And least he should itco'vcx foote ‘'game, 

His head meant horn hib shoaldaa to ha\e swept 
“Which when the L'^d'y siw, she Ci}do iiaaino, 

“ Sta}, s^i}, Sii Knight* fox lo%e ot God abbtaino 
Eiom thit unwaios }e weetlo'^se doe intend. 

Slay not that Caile, though T\oith} to be sluno, 
For moie on hun doth then him *^0*10 depend 
My life -vv ill by his death ha\e Lmentible end ” 

He staide Ls hand acco^ d’ug hex dcaiic, iS 

Yet nathemore him bvni^d to an/o , 

But stdl suppie^>'^’g gui ut bc^ ii.qu’ e, 

Whit meanmg mote those uncouth u 01 as f om][ 117"*, 
That in that nil lines health hc" site'v lies>, 

That weie no migh+ in man, 1101 he xrt 111 Knigbt^, 
Which duist hei diead^d ic^-Luo enta prize. 

Yet heavens them sches, that tavoui Iv-cblc iiJiN, 
Would foi it selte ledie&be, and punish such dc^j ight 

Then buistmg foith in teaies, v Inch gushed t 19 
Like many watei stitame>, a whde &he staid, 

Till the shaipe passxon being oieipast, 

Her tongue to hei lebtoid, then thus she s i^d 

“ISToi heavens, normen, cinnie,mostwictchedma} d, 

Belivei fiom the doome ot my desut, 

The which the God ot love hith on me h\d, 

And damned to enduie this diieiull smait, 

Foi penaunce of my pioiid and hard rebellious hart 
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“ In piime of youtHy yeaies, when fiist the flowi e 20 
Of beauty gan to bud, and bloo|me delight, 

And natuie me endu d with plAteous dowie 
Of all hei gifts, that plea&de eSch living sight, 

I was belov’d oi many a gentle Kmght, 

And sude and sought with all the service dew 
Pull many a one foi me deepe gioand and sight, 
And to the doie of death foi soiiow diew, 

Complayning out on me that would not on them rew 

“ But let them love that list, or live 01 die, 21 

Me hst not die for any loveis doole, 

PTe list me leave my loved libeitie 
To pitty him that list to play the foole 
To love my selfe I learned had m schoole 
Thus I tiiumphed long in loveis pame, 

And, sitting cxielesse on the scoineis stoole, 

Did laugh at those that did lament and plame , 

But all IS now lepiyd with inteiest againe 

“ Poi loe ’ the winged God that woundeth haitb 22 
Causde me be called to accompt theiefoie , 

And foi levengement of those wiongfull smarts, 
Which I to otheis did inflict afore, 

Addeem’d me to enduie this penaunce soie , 

That m this wize, and this unmeete airay, 

With these two lewd companions, and no moie, 
Disdame and Scoine, I thiough the woild should 

Till I have sav’d so many as I eaist did slay ” [sti ay, 

“ Ceites,” (sayd then the Pimce) “the God is -just, 23 
That taketh vengeaunce of his peoples spoile , 

Foi weie no law m love, but all that lust 
Might them oppresse, and painefully tuimoile, 

His kingdome would continue but a while 
But tell me, Lad;^, wheiefoie doe you beaie 
This bottle thus befoie you with such toile, 

And eeke this wallet at your backe aiieare, 
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“Ileic 111 lliife bottle” (&a}d tlio ^^oiy Mn-yd) S4 
“I put the teai^ ot my conlnti r*, 

Till to the bum 1 hi^e it full <lttia>d 
And m thib big, which I behinde me don, 

I put lepentaunce foi things past and gon 
Yet IS the bottle leake, and big so to’^ne, 

That all which I put in fiL out anon, 

And IS behmdo me tiodden downe of Scoine, 

Who mocketh all my paine, and laughs the moie I 
mouin” 

Tlie Infant heaikned wisely to hei tale, 25 

And wondied much it Cupids judg’ment wise, 

That could so meckl} make pioud hcaits aiale, 
And wieake him selfe on them that him despise 
Then sufired he Disdaine up to aiise, 

Who was not able up him selfe to reaie, 

By meanes his leg, through his late lutkles&e piise 
Was ciacLt in twain e, but b> his iooh*‘h ioaic 
W is hulpen up, who him supported stiniliiig ue ue 

But being up he lookt agiine iloii, 26 

As if he neiei had itceiicd 1 ill 
And with stune eie-biowes stiied it him ott, 

As it he would haie d runted him withall 
And standing on his tiptoes, to sceme toll, 

Downe on his golden feete he often gized, 

A^ if such piide the othei could ap\ll , 

Who was so far fi om being ought imazed. 

That he his lookes despi&ed and his boast dispiaiztd 

Then turning backe unto that capti\c thiall, 27 
W ho all this while stood there beside them bound, 
Unwilling to be knowne 01 scene at all, 

He from those bands weend him to ha*ve unwound , 
But when appioachmg ncaic he plamUj found 
It was Ins owne tiue gioome, the gentle Siiuiie, 
He thcieat wes.t exceedingly astound, 

And linn did oft embrace, and oft adniue, 
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Meane while the Salvage man, whq?i he beheld 28 
That huge gieat fooie oppiesbii^ tli’ othei Knighi, 
Whoin with his weight tinw eldy downe he held, 
He flew upon him, like a gieedy kight 
Unto some caiiion offcied to his sight , 

And downe him plucking, with his naylcs and teeth 
Gan him to hale, and teue, and sciatch, and bite , 
And, fiom him taking his owne whip, theiewith 
So SOI e him scouigeth that the bloud downe foiloweth 

And sole I weene, hid not the Ladies ciy 29 

PiocuiVl the Piince his ciiiell hand to sta}, 
lie 'would with whipping him haie done to dye. 
But being eheckt he did abbtaine sti eight w ly, 
And let him ii&e Then thus the Piincc gin bay 
“Xow, Lady, sith }oui toi tunes thus dispose, 

Th t if } e list have libei ty ye may , 

Unto 3^0111 selte I fieely leave to chose, 

Whethci I shall ^ ou leave, 01 fiom these villaines lose ” 

“Ah T nay, Sii Knight,” (said she) ‘ it may not be, 30 
But that I needcs must by all ineanes fulhll 
This penauuce, which enjoyned is to me, 

Least unto me betide a gieatei ill. 

Yet no lesse thankes to } ou foi } oui good will ” 

So humbljr taking Ica've she tuind aside , 

But Aithuie ivith the lest went oiiwaid still 
On his fiist quest, m which did him betide 
A gieat adventuie, which did him fiom them devide 

But fiist it falleth me by couise to tell 31 

Of fme Serena, who, as eaist }ou heaid, 

When fiist the gentle Squne at vnianiice fell 
Whth those two Cailes, fled fast awaj, afeaid 
Of villany to be to hei mfeid 
So flesh the image of hei foimer diead, 

Yet dwelling in hei eye, to hei appeal d, 



C Mil THE TAERIE QULE^’E 190 

Thiough Lils and.dalcfcj tluougli 'busshes and tkougli 
bieieb, 2 ^ 

Long tlius she fleil, till that it last she thought 
Her selie now past the pciiU. of hex leaies 
Then looking lound about, and seeing nought 
Which doubt of daungei to her ofili inought, 

She from her palfiey lighted on the phiiie , 

And sittmg downe hei sclte awhile bethought 
Of her long trivell and turmoylmg pime , 

And often did of lo\o, and oft ol lucLe complaine 

And evei inoi e sh e bl imcd C ilep me, 3 3 

The good fen Cilepu e, hei u«iie line Ivn’ght, 

As th’ oneH mlhoi of La AuiuU tine, 

Pox being of his loae to ha so hght, 

As hei to lea\c in such i piteous plight 
Yet never Tuitle tiuer to his make, 

Then he was tiide unto his Lady blight , 

Who all this while enduied foi hex soke 
Gieat pciiU ol his life, and lestle&sc pimea did take 
Tho when as all ha pi ui ts she h id diapla}d, 34 
And well dishuidcncd her eagiieaed biest, 

Upon the gi xsse hei selle adowne she lajd , 
Wheie, being t}idc ^\ith tiavell, andoppieat 
With SOI low, she hetooke hei selte to lest 
Theie whitest in Moipheus bosomo sa+o ^ho 
Feaielesse of ou^ht that nioti hei p< ice mok^t, 
Fake Fortune did hei «iftlv hotixy 
Unto a stiange niisthaunce that men xc’d hei deca. 

In these wylde deseits wheie she now abode, 35 
Theie dwelt a sahage nation, which did live 
01 stealth and spoilc, and making nightl} lode 
into then neighbours boidas, ue did gi\t 
Them selves to any iiade, as foi to diive 
The pamefull plough, or cattcll fui to bleed, 

Ol by ad\entious marchandizg to thine, 

But on the libouis ol pooie men to ked. 
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TJieiclo they usde one mo&t accuiseci oidei, ^6 
To eate the flesh of men whom t£ey mote fynde, 
And stiaungeis to devouie, whfch on then boidei 
Weie bi ought by eiioui oi by wieckfull wynde, 
A monstioub cruelty gainst course of kynde ^ 
They, towards evening wandering e\ery way 
To seeke for booty, came by fortune blynde 
Whereas this Lady, like a sheepe astray, 

Now drowned m the depth of sleepe all fearlesse lay 

Soone as they spide her. Lor d ^ what gladfiill glee 37 
They made amongst them selves , but whenhei face 
Like the fine >voiy shining they did see. 

Each gan his fellow solace and embr ace 
Eoi JO) of such good hap by heavenly grace 
Then gan they to devize what course to lake , 
Whether to slay her there upon the place, 

Or suffer her out of her sleepe to wake. 

And then her cate attonce, or many mcales to make 

The best advizemeirt was of bad, to let her 38 

Sleepe out her fill without encombeiment , 

For sleepe, they s lyd, would make hei battill better 
Then when she wakt they all gave one conbent 
That since by gr xce of God she there was sent. 
Unto then God they would her sacrifize, [sent, 
Whose share, her guiltlesse bloud, they would pre- 
But of her dainty flesh they did de\ize 
To make a common feast, and feed with guimandize 

So round about her they them selves did place 39 
Upon the grasse, and diversely dispose 
Ab each thought best to spend the lingimg space 
Some with then eyes the damtest morsels chose , 
Some piaibeher paps, some praise hei lips rnd nose, 
Some whet then kni\ es, and strip their elboes bare 
The Priest him selfe a gar 1 rnd doth compose 
Of finest flowers, l«hd with full busie care 
His bloudy -vessels wash, and holy fire prepare. 
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The Tani/dl ike's , then ill 'ttonce upstut, 40 
And round \boiit liei llocke, like m\nj fliC", 
Whooping and hallowing on e\ei> put, 

As if they would hi'ie icnt the bi iben •'kies 
Which when bhe sccb with ghattl} giiefiul t^ts, 

Ilei heai t does quake, ind <lcadly pallied hew 
Benumbes hei cheekeb Then out ulou 1 she cue , 
Where none is nigh to heaie that will hei icw, 

And lends hei golden locks, xiid snow} biests embi tw 

But all bootes not , they handb upon hei h\ 

And fill St they spoile hex ot hci jewels dcue, 

And afteiwaids ot all hei iich nr , 

The which amongst them they m pieces teaic, 

And of the pi ay each one a pait doth bene 
Kow being naked, to then soidid e>os 
The goodly thi ensures of natuie appe 11 c 
Which as they view w ith lusttull tanta«yes, 

Each wisheth to him selfe, and to the le&t cmti’s 

Hei yvoiie neck , hei alablastei biest , 

Hei paps, which like white silken pillow e& weie 
Foi love in soft delight tlieieon to icst , 

Hei tendei sides , hei beliie white ind cleit, 
"Which like an Altai did itselte upi ere 
To ofiei saciifice divine theieon , 

Her goodly thighe^, whose glone did appeiie 
Like a tiiumphal Aich, and theieupon 
The spoiles of Tiinces hang’d which wu e m battel v on 

Those damtie poits, the deal lings of delight, 43 

Which mote not be piophaifd of common eves. 
Those villeins view’d with loose Iiscivious •'iglit, 
And closely tempted with then ciaftie spvco , 

And some of them gin mongst themselves dcvirc 
Thereof by foice to t'*ko their beastly pleasu c 
But them the Piiest lebukmg did ad\i7e 
To dale not to pollute so sacr thieasiue 
Vow’d to the gods leligion held even theeves m 
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So being sta}-d, they liei fiom Ibejice dnected 44. 
Unto T. litle giovc not fane asyde, 

In wbicli an altai slioilly they elected 
To slay her on And now the Eventyde [wyde 
Ills biode blick wings had thiough the heavens 
By thio dispied, that was the t}me oidayned 
Eoi such i dismal! deed, then guilt to hyde 
0± few greene tuifes an altai soone they fayned, 
And deckt it all with flowies vhich they nigh hand 
obt lyned 

Tho when as all things readie weie aught, 45 

The Damzell was befoie the altai set, 

Being alieadze dead with feaiefull flight 
To whom the Piiest with naked aimes full net 
Appioching nigh, and mmdrous knite well whet, 
Gxu muttei close a ceitaine seciet chaime, 

With othei divelish ceiemonios met 
Which doen, he gan aloft t’ advance his aime, 
Wheioat they shouted all, and made a loud alaime 

Then gan the bigpypes and the homes to shiill 46 
And shiieke aloud, that, with the peoples voyce 
Confused, did the ayie with ten 01 fill, 

And made the wood to tiemble at the noyce 
The whyles she wayld, the moie thej did lejoyce 
Now mote ye undei stand that to this giove 
Sii Calcpine, by chaunce moic then by choice, 
The selfe same evening foitunc hethei diove, 

As he to seeke Seiena thiough the woods did xove 
Long had he sought hei, and thiough many a soyle 47 
Hid tiaveld stdl on foot in heavie aimes, 

No ought was tyied with his endlesse toyle, 

Ne ought was feaied of his ceitaine haimes 
And now, all weetlesse ot the wi etched stoimes 
In which his lo\ e was lost, he slept full fast , 

Till, being wak^with these loud al limes, 

He lightly stai®. up like one aghast, 

And catchmg up his aims sti eight to the noise foith 
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There by th’ unct-n* line gliuib ot sHiiy night, 

And by the twiukli ig ot then bicicd liic, 

He mote pci cone a litlc daiming ^ight 
Of all which their* w-ib doing m that quiic 
hlongst whom a woman bpo>ld ot all itliic 
He bpyde lamentuig hci unluclae stiitu, 

And gioning soie from giieved hut entnc 
Eftsoones he saw one with a naked knile 

HeacUe to launch hei biest, and kt out luicd hit 

With that he thiusts into the thitLe''t tluong, 49 
And even is his light hind ackwne detttuds, 

He him pi eventing Ines. on caith do ig, 

And saciifizeth to th’ infein''!! leenda 
Then to the rest hit» wiathfuli hand he bends , 

Of whom he makes such ha\ocke ind buch heiv, 
That swaimes ot damned soules to hell he semk 
The lest, that scape his swoid and dc ith e.tht^*, 
Fly like a flocLe of doies befoic a Faultuna \ev\ 

Fiom them returning to that L’die batke, 

Whom by the Alt u he doth sitting hnd 
Yet fearing death, and ne\t to death the hene 
Of clothes to co\ci wnat thej ought b} Liiid, 

He hist her hands begmneth to unbmd, 

** And then to question of hei pieseic woe, 

And afterwaids to cheare with spe leLes Lind , 
But she, foi nought that he could siy 01 doe, 
One woid duist speake, oi ausweiehim awhit the' oto 

So mwaid shame of hei uncomely cose 
She did conceive, thiough cue of womanhood 
That though the night did co\er hei dibgiace, 
Yet she in so unwomanly a mood 
Would not bewray the state in which she ‘'toix* 
So all that night to him unknowen she pist , 

But day, that doth discovei b^ and good, 
Ensewing, made hci knowen rohim it list 
The end whereof lie Leepe untdl anothei c ist 
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CAl^TO IX 

Cahdoie Imtes uith Mehbee, 
and loves jayie Pastoiell 
Coudo7i cniies him, yet he 
joi ill leiiaids him ntll 



OW tmne againe my teme, tliou jolly swayne, 
Backe to the fuiiow which I lately left 
I lately left a funow, one oi twayne, 
Unplough’d, the which my coultei hath not cleft , 
Yet seem’d the soyle both fayre and frutefull eft, 
As I it past that weie too gieat a shame, 

Thit so iich flute should be fxom us beieft , 
Besides the gi c it di&honoui ind defame, 

\\ hich should bcfill to Calidoics miiiioitall iiime 



Gieat tiavell hath the gentle Calidoic 2 

And to)lo enduied, sith I left him list 
Seumg the Blatant beast , which I loiboie 
To finish then, foi othei piesent hast 
Full many pathos and penis he hath past, 

Thiough hilb, thiough dales, thiogh foiests, and 
thiogh plaines, 

In that same quest which foitune on him cast, 
Which he atchieved to his owne gieat games, 
Heaping eteinall gloiie of hi& lestlesse paines 

So sharply he the Monstei did puisew, 3 

That diy noi night he suffied him to lest, 

Xe xested he himselfe, but natuies dew, 

Foi diead of chuiigei not to be rediest, 

If he foi douth foislackt so fimous quest 
Him fiibt fiom couit he to the citties coursed, 

And fiom the citties to the townes him piest, 

And fiom the tol^nes into the countrie foi bed, 

And fiom the conn ti}r backtopii\ xtefarmeshescoibed 
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Fioni thence into the open fields he fled, 4 

Whereas the Heaides weie keeping of then neit 
And shepheids singing to then floeke& that ted 
Layes ot sweete lo\e and youthes delight! ull heat 
Him thethei eke, foi ill lii& ieaictull thieat, 

He followed last, and chaced him so ine, 

That to the folds, wheie 'jheepe at night doe 'leat, 
And to the litle cots, wheic shepheids he 

In winters wrathlull time, he foieed him to the 

Theie on i daj, as he pui sew’d the chace, ^ 

lie chaunst to spy soit ot shcpheiid gioomcs 
Plavmg on pipes and caiolmg apace, 

The whiles then beastb theie in the budded bioomes 
Beside them fed, and nipt the tendci bloomcs , 

Foi othei woildiy weilth they caied nought 
To whom Sn Calidoie jet sweatmg comes, 

And them to tell him couiteousI> besought, 

If such a beast they saw , which he h ad thethei bi ought 

They answei’d him that no such bea^^t tho\ ‘•a^v, C 
1^01 any wicked feend that mote oifend 
Then happie llockes, 1101 daungv.i to them di iw , 
But if that such theie weie (is none the\ 1 endj 
They pi aj d high God them t u 1 e irom thum to ^f^nd 
Then one ot them, him seeing so to bw eat, 

Aftei his lusticke wise, that well he w eend, 

OlFied him diinke to (|uuich Lis. thiistie In d, 

And if he hungiy weie him oiTied eke to cat 

The knight was nothing nice wheie was no need, 7 
And tooke then gentle ofiei so adow ne 
They piayd him sit and gave him toi to feed 
Such homely what as seiacs the simple cloiaie, 
That doth despi&e the dainties of the towne 
Tho having fed his fill, he theie besjde 
Saw a fane damzell which did we lie i ciowne 
Of sundry flowics w ith silken irilbands t\de, [di- de 
Yclad in home-made gL'^enc thit hei ownc h m«ls h 1 1 
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Upon n. litle Inllocke she was placed 8 

Iligliei then all the lest, and idtind about 
Enviion’d with a guland, goodly giaced, 

Of lo\ ely hsses , and them all without 
The iustie shepheaid swaynes sate in a lout, 

The which did pype and sing hei prayses dew, 
And oft iejo}ce, and oft foi wondei shout, 

As if some miiacle of heavenly hew 
Were downe to them descended m that eaithly vew 

And soothly suie she was full fayie of face, 9 

And peifectly well shapt m every lim, 

^Vhich she did moie augment with modest giace 
And cornel} carnage of hei count’nance trim, 

That ill the lest like lessei hmps did cbm 
Who hei admiiing as some heavenly wight, 

Did foi then soveiaine goddesse hei esteeme, 

And, caioling hei name both day and night, 

The fay lest Pastorelia hei by name did hight 

!N'e was thcie heaid, ne was theie shepheaids swayne, 
But her did honoui , and eke many a one 
Burnt in her love, and with sweet pleasing payne 
Full many a night foi hei did sigh and gione 
But most of all the shepheaid Condon 
Foi her did languish, and his deaie life spend , 

Yet neithei she foi him noi othei none 
Did caie a whit, ne any likmg lend 
Though meane hei lot,yetlugher did her mind ascend 

Hei whyles Sii Calidoie there vewed well, ii 
And maikt hei lare demeanure, which him seemed 
So fane the meane of shepheaids to excell, 

As that he m his mmd hei woithy deemed 
To be a Piinces Paiagone esteemed. 

He was unwaies surpiisd in subtile bands 
Of the blynd boy , ne thence could be redeemed 
By any skill out of his ciuell hands , 

Caught like the bird which gating still on othei s stands 
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So stood he still lonj; ga/mg theienpon, 12 

Ne any will Indtliencc to mo\e iw i}, 

Although hib qut^t weie fiiit lioie him goi» 

But aitei he h'^d fed, jet did he 

And s ite thei e still, untill the 11 } ini? day 

Was fane foi^h spent, discouising dneid) 

Of sundiy th’ugs as fell, to woihe dth’v 
And e\eimoie his spcach he did ipply 
To th’ heaidb, but meant them to the d iiuzeK fint 1/} 

B} this the mo}btie night appiochmg last i-j 

Ilei deawY liumoui gan on tlf ciith to shrd. 

That w ain’d the sheplieaids. to th( n to h I'-t 

Then tcndei llockb now’’ beircc lull} i( d, 

Foi Icaie of wetting than heluie then utd 
Then came to them a good old aged sjie, 

■Whose silvei lockcs bedeekt his bend and bed, 
With shepheaids hooke in hand, and fit itt}io, 
That wild the damzell use , the day did now e\p}ie 

He was, to woet, by common voice esto-med 14 
The fathei of the fayicbt Pi«toitll, 

An of hei selfe m a ei} deede '.o deen ed 
Yet wa'^ not so , but, as old btoiies tell. 

Found hei b} loitune, wl ich to him bckll 
In th’ open helds an Intuit lett done , 

And taking up, bi ought home, and nouised w» d 
As his owne chjld, ioi othei he hid none, 

That she in tiact of time accoinp^cd w u. lll^ o^ m 

She at his bidding meckely did a^ i^-e, 1 3 

And sti eight unto hei litle flocke did fiic 
Then all the lest about hei loselikeww. 

And each Ins sundiie sheepe w ith «e'' ci ill cue 
Gathered togetlici, and *lian hontwiid b lie 
Wh}lest e\ciie one with helping hmdb did ^nue 
Amongst themsehes, and did then hboui "^h 110, 
To helpe fine Pibtoiella home to dine 
Hei fieecie flocke , but Condon most helpe did gne 
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But Meliboee (bo higlit tliat good^ld man) i6 

JTow seeing Calidoie left all alone, 

And night ai rived haid at hand, began 
llini to iii\ ite unto his simple home , 

Which though it wei e a cottage clad with loinc, 
And all things theiem meane, yet bettei so 
To lodge then in the salvage fields to romc 
The knight full gladly soone agieed Iheieto, 

Being his harts owiie wish, and home with him did go 

Theie he was welcom’d of that honest syie 17 

And of his aged Beldame homely well , 

Who him besought himselfe to disattyie, 

And lest himselfe till suppei time befell 
By which home came the fayi est Pastorell, 

Aftei hei flocke she in then fold had tyde 
And suppei leaclie dight they to it fell 
With small adoe, and natuie satisfyde, 

The which doth litle ciave contented to abyde 

Tho when they had their hunger slaked well, 18 
And the fayie mayd the table ta’ne away, 

The gentle knight, as he thit did excell 
In com tesie and well could doe and say, 

Foi so gieat kmdnesse as he found that day 
Gan gieatly tlianke his host and his good wife , 
*And di awing thence his speech anothei way, 

Gan highly to commend the happie life 
Which Shepheards lead, without debated bitter strife 

“ How much” (sayd he) “moie happie is the state 19 
In which ye, fathei, heie doe dwell at ease, 
Leading a life so fiee and foitunate 
Fiona all the tempests of these woildly seas, 
Which tosbc the lest m daungeioub dibease , 
Wheie wanes, and wieckes, and wicked enmitie 
Doe them afihet, which no man can appease 
That ceites I }om hippinesse envic, 

And wish my lot were plist m such fi.li«’*itie ” 
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“ Suiel}, ni) sonnji ” (then 'inswoi’d lie ‘igainc) 20 
“li hippie , then it i& in thib intont 
That hiMiig bin all yet doe I nut compliire 
Of w lilt, lie wibh for moic it to augment, 

But doe my belte iMth +hac I Laic content , 

So taught of natuie, -which doth litle need 
Of fun erne helpes to lifes due nouiishmeiit 
The holds niy food, my flocke my laipicnt hiccd , 
IsTo bettei doc I weare, no bettei doe I foed 

“ Theiefoie I doe not any one cm}, 21 

Noi am envjde ot any one thuctoie 
They, that ha\ e much, feai e much to loo'^c thei cb} , 
And sloie of caies doth follow iiches stoic 
The litle that I ha-vo giowe& dajl} moie 
Without ni} caie, but onely to attend it, 

My lambes doc eieiy jeare inciei‘'e thux ^cuic, 
And my flockes father duly doth luiond it [ii * 
What haie I, but to pi use th’ -Almighty th it doth "cnd 

*‘To them that list the -woildb ga-v diowts I le i 22 
And to gieit ones such foUieb doc foigi e 
Which ott thi ough piide do thci on nc pui ill v cai l 
A nd thiough ambition downc thctUNcHcb doc dine 
To sad deea}, that nnght contented hit 
Me no such caies noi combi ous thoughts ohtnd, 
Ne once ini mindb unnioied quiet giicie , 

But all the night in sili ei slecpe I spend, 

And all the day to ii h vt I list I doc attend 

Sometimes I hunt the Pox, the lowed foe 23 
Unto my Lambcb, ‘^nd him dislodge aw i> 
Sometime the fiwnc I pi active liom the Doe, 

Oi fiom the Goat hci kiOde, how to com ly 
Anothei while I bajtcb and llet^ di^plii 
The buds to c dch, 01 lidics to benuik , 

And when I we me am, I downe doe hi 
My limbcb m ei eiy shade to le&t fi om toi le, [bo>Ie 
And diinkeot cieiy biooLe when thii at myth i ole doth 
IV i* 
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“ The time was once, in my fiist psssme of yeaies, 34 
"When piide of 3^outli foith piicked my desue, 

Tint I dibd ail’d 'inioiig&t mine ccjuiil ^iciies 
To follo\f sln.epe and bhcphcaids base ittiie 
Foi luitlici loiluno then I wouid iiiqniic , 

And, lei-viiig home, to loiill coiirl I sought, 

Whcie I did sell my sdie foi }eiiely hue, 

And in the Pi mots giidin daih wi ought 
Theie I beheld such vxmenesse as I nc\ci thought 

“With sight wheieof soone clo}d, and long deluded 
With idle hopes which them doe enteitaine, 

Aftei I hid ten }<eaacs my selfe excluded 
Piom native home, and spent my youth in vame, 

I gan my follies to my sdfe to plaine. 

And this sweet peace, w hose 1 icke did then appeal c 
Tho backe letuining to my sheep e agiine, 

I fiom thencefoithhavo leain’d to lo\e moic deaie 
This lowly quiet life which I inheiite heie ” 

Whylest thus he talkt, the kmght with gieedy eaie 
Hong still upon his melting mouth attent , 

Whose sensefull woids empieist his hait so neaie, 
That he was lapt with double lavishment, 

Both of his speach, that wi ought him gieat content, 
And also of the object of his vew, 

On which his hungiy eye was alwayes bent , 

That twixt his pleasing tongue, and her fane hew, 
He lost himselfe, and like one halfe entiaunced giew 

Yet to occasion ineanes to woike his mind, 27 

And to msmuate his halts desue, 

He thus leplyde ‘ ISTow surely, syre, I find, 
That all this woilds gay showes, which we admiie, 
Be but vame shadowes to this safe letyie 
Of life, which heit. in lowlinesse >e lead, 
Feaielesse of foes, 01 loi tunes wi iddull yie 
Which tosseth states, and uudei foot doth tiead 
Tho miahtie ones afliayd of evciy chaunges 
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“ That e\en I, diily doo heliold sS 

The gloiie ot tho gicit inoiiu^t \\hoiii I ■v^on, 

And now h ^e p^ov’d uhit Iuppmcftbe je hold 
In this biiaU plot ot }u’ui domiiiiun, 

Kow loath iiioit Loidfchip and amUtion, 

And wish the lloa^ en so much h id giaced meo, 

As giaunt me li\e in like condition , 

Or that my toitune& might ti iiispobul bee 
Fiom pitch of highei phce unto this lov 7 degice * 

“ In \ame ’ (ta d Lc ^ o'd . 1* i o k .) Otc aicii 29 
The liea\Ciib oi t"Ui ‘uitdical ult ecmt, 

Sith tUo} knov\ h^bt wh'^t ib the bc&t toi tiicni, 

Poi thej to eacn such ioitune doe didubC, 

As they doe know eich cau most xptly use 
Poi not that which men co\ et most is best, 

Xoi that thmg woibt which men do moat leiubo , 
But fittest lb, that all contented lest 
l-T ith that the) hold each hath liib ioi tunc m hib hi est 

“ It is the mjnd that maketh good 01 ill, 

That maketh wietch 01 happie, iich 01 puoie, 

Foi some, thit hath abundance at hib will, 

Ilxth not enough, hat wants m gieatobt btoie, 
And othei, that h-‘th litle, askes no moie, 

But in thit litle is both iich ind wise , 

Foi wisedomo is most iiclics tooks tbeidoie 
They aie which s doe b) \ov Cb da^ze, 

Sith each unto himbclic his luc m ly loiluiiizo ” 

“ Smcc then m each mans celt” k" ^ didoie) 3* 
“ It IS to fashion hib owue lytcb estate, 

Give leave awhyle, good 1 ithci, 111 this shoio 
To lest my baicke, winch hnh beue beaten 1 v w 
With stoimes of foi tune and temiiestuous 1 itc 
In seas of tioubles and oi to}lebOinc paii^e , 

That, whethei quite fiom them foi to letiate 
I shall lesolve, 01 backe to tuine againe, 

I may heie with join selfe some small repose obtaino 
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‘‘ ^STot that the bmden of so bold ^uest 32 

Shall cliaigefull be, 01 chaiinge to you at all , 

Foi } oui meane food shall be my daily feast, 

And thib 50U1 cabin both my bowie and hall 
Bebidcs, foi lecompence heieof I shall 
You well lew ud, and golden gueidon give, 

That may peihaps you bettci inucli withall, 

And m this quiet make jou safei live ” 

So foith he diew much gold, and towaid him it diive 

But the good man, nought tempted with the offei 33 
Of his iich mould, did thiust it fane away, 

And thus bespake “ Sn knight, youi bounteous 
pioffei 

Be fane fio me, to whom ye ill display 
Thit mucky masse, the cause of mens decay, 

That mote empaiie my peace with dauugeis diead , 

But if ye algates covet to assay 

This simple soit of life thxt shepheaidb lead, 

Be it youi owne oui ludenesse to youi selfe aiead ” 

So theie that night Sn Calidoie did dwell, 3^3. 
And long while aftei, whilest him hst lemuue, 
Pa}ly beholding the fane Pastoiell, 

And feeding on the bayt of lus owne banc 
Dui mg which time he did hex enteitaine 
With all kind couitesies he could invent , 

And eveiy day, hei companie to game. 

When to the field she went he with hei went 
So foi to quench his file he did it moie augment 

But she that nevei had acquainted heene 35 

With such quicntusige, fit foi Queenes and Kings, 
ISTe cvei had such knightly bemce seent, 

But being bied undei base shepheaids wings, 

Had e\ei leain’d to love tlie lowly thuigs. 

Bid litle whit legal d his couiteous guize, 

But cued moie foi Colins ciiolings 
Then ill tint he couki doe, 01 ovci devize 
Ills laves, hib lui c-n, hib loukt^j^hc did them alldespize 
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Which Calidoie p^ceiving, thought it bo^t 36 
To chaunge the mannei of liis loftie looke , 

And doffing his blight aimes, himselfe addrest 
In shepheards weed , and in his hand he tooke, 

111 stead ot steelehead speaie, a sLepheaidh hooke , 
That who had scene him then, would ha'v e bethought 
On Phiygian Pans by Plexippus biooke, 

AVhen he the lo\e of fajie Benone sought, 

What time the golden apple was unto him hi ought 

So being chd unto the fields he went 37 

With the fiire Pistoiella eveiv daj, 

And kept hei sheepe with diligent ittent, 
Watching to diive the lavenous Wolfe iway, 

The whylest at pleasuie she mote sport and pi ly , 
And eveiy evening helping them to fold 
And othei whiles, foi need, he (hd a«.say 
In his stiong hand then lugged teats to hold, 

And out of them to pi esse the milke lo\e so much 
could 

Which seeing Condon, who hci likewise 3S 

Long time had loVd, and hop’d hei lo\e to "ame 
He much was tioubled it that stiaimgeis giiize, 
And many gealous thoughts roncen’d in -vaine, 
That this of all his laboui and long pame 
Should leap the haivest eie it npened weie 
That made him seoule, and pout, and olt < omplaine 
Of Pastoiell to all the sheplicaids theie, 

That she did love a stiangei swa}ne then him moie 
dere 

And evei, when he came 111 compame 39 

Wlieie Calidoie was present, he would loure 
And byte his lip, and e\en foi gealousie 
Was leadie oft his owne heait to de\omc, 
Impatient of any pai imouie 
Who, on the othei side, did ^eeme farre 
Pioni malicing, 01 giudgmg his good home, 

That all he could he graced him with her, 

^e c\ei sbev^ed si^iie ol lancoiu 01 of larie 
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And off, when Condon unto hei ought 40 

Oi litle sp^iiowes stolen fioni then nest, 

Oi wanton sqiiniels m the wood's iiive bought, 

Oi othei daintie thing foi hei addiest, 

He would commend his guift, and make the best , 
Yet she no whit his piesents did 1 eg aid, 

He him could find to fincie in hei hiest 
This newcome shepheaid had his maiket maid 
Old love IS htle woith when new i& more piefaid 

One day, when as the shepheaid swaynes togethei 41 
TTeie met to make then spoils and meiiie glee, 
As they aie wont in fane sunshynie weathei, 

The whiles then flockes in shadowes shrouded bee, 
They fell to daunce then they did all agiee 
That Colin Clout should pipe, as one most fit , 
And Calidoie should lead the iing, as hee 
That most in Pastoiellaes giacc did sit 
Theieat fi own’d Condon, and Ins hp closely bit 

But Cahdoie, of couiteous mchnation, 42 

Tooke Condon and set him in his place, 

That he should lead the daunce, as was his fishioa 
Foi Condon could daunce, and tiimly tiacc 
And when as Pastoiella, him to giace, 

Hei flowry goilond tooke tiom hei owne head, 
And plast on his, he did it soone displace, 

And did it put on Condons in stead 
Then Condon woxe fi olheke, that eaist seemed dead 

Another tunc, when as they did dispose 43 

To piactise games and maistenes to tiy, 

They foi then Judge did Pastoiella chose , 

A gailand was the meed of aictoiy 
Theie Condon forth stepping openly 
Bid chalenge Cxlidoie to wrestling game , 

Poi he, through long and perfect industiy, 
Theiein well piactisd was, and m the same 
Thought sure t’ avenge his giudge, and worke his foe 
great shame 
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But Calidoie he ^eatK Oid mitt ikcs 
Poi he TV'i'? stioii" mightih stiH** p rlit, 

Thit with one f-'U hi^ ncc^’0 1 c ^hw'^T In A- 
And hid he not upon him f Ohn huht, 

Hih deiiest lojnt he sme hid hiokc i rp ^ihi 
Then was the onken c’oi\ne Pi'-fuiell 
Given to Calidoie liis due light, 

But he, that did in loui te^lO excel!, 

Gave it to Condon, and said he wonne it v cll 

Thus did the aentle knight hnnsclte abe'^ic 
Amongst that lustickc iou+- in dl lin decd=!, 

That even the}, the vhich hs rnih weie, 

Could not maligne him, hut command him nec'h , 
Boi couitesie amongst the ludest bieeds 
Good will and faaoui So it «5inclv tn ought 
"With this fane llayd, and m boi mjnde the bcods 
Of perfect lo\e did sow, that h«t toith hioueht 
The fiuite of ]oy and bhbse, though longtime dtiioh 
bought 

Thus Calidoie continu’d theie long t me J 

To winne the loae ot the fane Pi^toiell, 

VThich haaing got, he x ^ed vitaout cinie 
Oi blamefull blot , but monaged «o well, 

That he, of aU the lest which theie d»d du cU, 
Was f laoiued and to hei gi'^ce commended 
But what stiaunge foitu^ms unto hma bclu'i, 

Eie he attain’d the point b} hma intended, 

Shall moie conveniently m othei place be ended 




HO now does follow the foule Blatant Beabt 
Whilest Calidoie does follow that fane 
Mayd, 

Unmyndfull of hit, \ow, and high beheast 
"Which by the Baeiy Queene was on him layd, 
That he should nevei leave, nor be delayd 
Biom chacing him, till he had it attcliieved? 

But now, entiapt of love, which him betia;^d, 

He mmdeth more how he may be lelieved 
With grace from hei, whose love his heait hath soie 
engiie\ed 

That fiom hencefoith he meanes no moie to bew 2 
His foimei quest, so full of toile and paine 
Anothei quest, another game in a ew 
He hath, the guei don of his love to game , 

With whom he myndes foi eiei to lemaine, 

And set his lest amongst the ru&ticke sort, 

Bathei then hunt still aftei shadowes vaine 
Of couitly favour, fed with light leport 
Of eaeiy blaste, and sayling alwaies on the poit 

He certes mote he gieatly blamed be 3 

From so high step to stoupe unto so low , 

Foi who h id tasted once (as oft did he) 

The happy peace which theie doth o\eiflo\\, 

And piov’d the perfect pleasuiCb which doe glow 
Amongst pooie h^ndes, in hils, in woods, m dales 
Would ne\ei moie delight in painted show 
Of such t ilbe blisse, as theie is sot foi stales 
T’entiap unwai) foolcb m then etcinall biles 





C X 


THE FALEIE QUI'ENJ 


217 


Toi what hath nll^at goodly gloiiouis gi/e 
Lilce to one sight which Calidoae did \l\\ 

The gl xiince w hei eof then dimmed eico w ould d u e, 
That nevei moie they should endme the ^heu 
Oi that sunne-shine that makes them looke i‘‘Le\/ 
Ne ought, ill all that woi Id of beauties i iic, 

(Sa\e onely Gioinnaes hea'veiil} hew, 

To which what can compaie cm it conijiue, 

The which, as commeth now, b} course I w’-ill dei I iC 

One da}, as he did launge the fields abioid, 5 
“Whilest his fane Pastoielh was eLewkie, 

He chaunst to come, f u fiom ill peoples Uoad, 
Unto a place whose pleasaunce did ippcie 
To pisse all otheis on the e nth which weie 
Por all that e'voi was by natmes skill 
Deijzed to woike delight w^as githcied thcic, 

And theie by hei weie pouiod toith it till. 

As if, this to adoine, she all the lest did pill 

It was an hill plaste m an open plaint, 6 

That lound ibout was boideicd lath a wood 
Of matchlesseliight, th H seem’d th’ eii th to disd unc , 
In w^liich all tiees of hononx slatch btood, 

And did all winter as in sommei bud, 

Spieddmg paMlioiis foi the buds to bow 10, 

"^Ahich in then lowei biaunches sung iloid. 

And m then tops the soiing hauke aid towie, 
Sitting like King of fowles in in ijesty and powie 

And at the foote theieof i gentle find 7 

Ills silvei waves did soft!} tumble dow ne, 
Unmaid with lagged mos^e 01 filth} mud, 

Ke mote w}lde beaste^, ne mote the ludei clow ne, 
Theieto appioch, ne filth mote theiur diowne 
But !N’}mplies md Faeiics by the bimks did ^it 
In the woods shxde which did the waiei'* ^ ov ’k, 
Keeping all noysome tlungs awa\ f^u i it. 

And to the w'^teis fill tuning then accu.'^*' fi* 
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And on the top tlieieof a spacioi^planie 8 

Did spied it seKe, to sei\e to nil deliglit, 

Edliei to duuice, 's\lien they to dannce would fiine, 
Oi else to couibc about then bases light , 

Isfe ought theie wintcd which foi pleasuie might 
Dcsiied be, oi thence to banish bale, 

So pleasauntly the hill with equal! higlit 
Did seeme to o\eilookc the lowly vale , 

Theiefoie it rightly deeped was mount Acidale 

They sny that Venus, when she did dispose 9 

Her selfe to pleasaunce, used to resoit 
Unto thib place, and theiem to repose 
And lest hei selfe as in a gladsome poit, 

Oi with the Giaces theie to play and spoit. 

That e\en hei owne Cytheion, though m it 
She used most to keepe hei iO}all comt, 

And in hei soveiaine Majesty to sit, 

She in legal d heieof lefusde and thought unfit 

Unto this place when as the Elfin Knight 10 

Approcht, him seemed that the mciiy sound 
Oi a shiill pipe he playing heaid on hight, 

And many feete fist thumping th’ hollow gi 01111 1*, 
That thiough the woods then Eccho did lebound 
He nighei di ew to weete what mote it be 
Theie he a tioupe of Ladies dauncing found 
Full meiiily, and malang gladfull glee, 

And m the midst x Shepheaid piping he did see 

He duist not entei into th’ open gicene, 11 

Foi diead of them unwaies to be descryde, 

Foi bieaking of then daunce, if he weie seene, 
Blit m the coveit of the wood did byde, 

Beholding all, yet of them unespyde 
Theie ho did see that pleased much his sight, 

That even he him selfe his eyes envj de, 

An hundred n iked maidens lilly white 
All launged in a ring and dauncmg in delight 
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11 tliey Q 1 Hinged in a 1 is 

And diurcod loinnl , bi’t m '»’•»*' in«H ol < 

Tiiiee oiliei Lauitb cud botli dimni uid si 
The wliilcbt the lebt them i ound about d^I ho 4'i« 
And like a giiiond did in compi''^e bh^mmo 
And in the miduebt ol thobC ''inie thiee "w ^ p] u od 
Anolhei Damzell, as a pioc^ous cceirnc 
Amidst a img mobt iichl} %vdl eiichiced, 

Th at 'With hei goodlypiesenceill theit^t ii uchgiaeal 

Looke ^ ho'w the ciowno, a\hich Ana Inc woio 13 
Upon hei jvoi} foieheid, thit bune diy 
That Theseus hei unto h s bna de bi>it 
When the bold Centuues made that bloud^ ft 
"With the hei CO Lapilhes which did them di^m n, 
Being now placed m the fiimiment, 

Thiough the bright hoa-ven doth hei beams dnpl i}, 
And IS unto the btaries an ornament, 

Which lound about her mo've in oidei excellent 

Such was the beiut> of this goodly bard, 14 

Whose sundxy puts w 01 e heio loo long to idl , 
But she that m tne riidbt of them di'"’ ^+ard 
Seem’d all the lest m beauty to ever 11 , 

Ciownd wAh los’e gnlond that 1 ght well 
Did hei beseeme And e'^ei, a> th« cicw 
About hei daun^t, sweet flow x os thu t' uid .iPtll 
And fragiant odou’s the} uppo^ tlncw , 

But most of ad +hose thiee cud h . wdh gi^tb ende\ 

Those weie the Gncc'-, diugh^ci^ of (idxght, 
Handmaidcs of Yenus, which 11 e wont to haunt 
Uppon this hill, and daunce thcie di^ and naht 
Those thiee to men all gilts ol giace do gi aunt , 
And all that Yenus m hci selle doth a aunt 
Is bon owed of them But that f lire one, 

That m the midbt was placed paiaaaunt, 

Was she to whom that shephe’Ml p^pc alone , 
That made him pipe so menily, a^ neaci none 
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Slie was, to weete, that jolly Shep^ieaicls lasse, i6 
Which piped there unto that meiiy lOut , 

That jolly shepheaid, which theie piped, was 
Poore Cohn Clout, (who knowes not Cohn Clout 
lie pypt apace, whilest they him daunst about 
Type, jolly shepheaid, p;ype thou now apace 
Unto thy love that made thee low to lout 
Thy love is piescnt theie with thee in place , 

Thy love is theie advaunst to be anothei Giace 

Much wondied Calidoie it this stiaunge sight 17 
Whose like befoie his ej^e had ne\ei seene, 

And standing long astonished in spiight, 

And lapt with pleasaunce, wist not what to weene, 
Whethei it were the tiaiue of beauties Queene, 

Oi Nymphes, 01 Faeiies, 01 enchaunted show. 
With which his ey es mote ha\ e deluded beene 
Therefoie, lesolving what it was to know. 

Out of the wood he rose, and towaid tnem cbd go 

But soone as he appealed to then vew, 18 

They vanisht all away out of his sight, 

And cleane weie gone, which way lie nevci knew , 
All save the shepheaid, who, foi tell despight 
Of that displeasuie, bioke his bag-pipe quight, 
And made gieat mone foi that imhaiipy tuine 
But Calidoie, though no lesse soiy wight 
Foi that mishap, yet seeing him to mouine, 

Drew neaie, that he the tiuthof all by him moteleaine 

And, fiist him greeting, thus unto him spake 19 
“ Haile, jolly shepheaid, which thy jojous daycs 
Heie leadest in this goodly meiijmake, 
Fiequented of these gentle ITymphes alwayes. 
Which to thee tlocke to heaie thy lovely lajes ^ 
Tell me, what mote these dainty Damzels be, 
Which hei e with thee doe make then pleasant plaj es ^ 
Eight happy thou that majest them fieely see ^ 
But why, when I them saw, fled they away fiom me ^ 
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‘ ilsTot I so ]* ipp},”niib\Nei(l til on tliat line, 20 
Ab thou nnliapp}, them thenoe duht Oin 0, 
Whom by no nieanes thou can^t lecill agiiiic » 

Foi, being gone, none can them bung in |Iice, 

But whom the\ of them sche^ li&t >o to guice” 

‘‘ Bight boiy I,” (baide then 8n Calidoie) 

That niy ill foitmie did them hence displace 
But since things pasbcd none nuy now lestoic, 

Tell me, what weic they all whose UcLc thee giit\Lb 
so boie 

Tho gan that shepheaid tlnib foi to dilate ai 

“ Then wrote, thou '•hepht ird, whitboe'vci thou bee, 
That dl those Ladies, which thou ‘?awebt late, 

Aie Venus Damzelb, all within hci fee, 

But diffeiing in honoui and degiee 
They all aic Giaces which on hei depend, 

Besides a thousand moie which icidy bee 
Ilei to adoine, when >0 die loith doth wend, 

But those tliieo m the midst doe chiete on lici attend 

** They aie the diughteio of -luliug J<ue as 
By him hcgoi ot i me Lui^nomc, 

The Oceans diughtei, in thib plcbnnt gio%c, 

As he thib w X's conimmg fi oni ft sttuil glee 
Of Thetis wedding with AEcidee 
In. sommers diade him bche hem le^tea wean 
The fiibt of them hight ni^ldo EupbiO yre, 

Ne\t fine Aglua, last Tbalu mein , [chu \ ^ 
Sweete Goddesbes all thiee which me m ru'-ta do 

“ These thiee on men all gi icmub gifta bcatow , 23 

Which detke the body 01 ndoine the mjnde, 

To make them lo'vel} 01 wcllti\0Uied bhow , 

As comely ciirnge enleituncment k)-ndv., 

Sweete sembhunt, fiiexidly olheeb tint bjude, 

And all the complements ot cuitesie 

They teach us how to each degiec md kMide 

We bhould oui beUcb demcaiie, to hw .0 inc, 

To liiendb, to locb , winch bkill nicu c<ul Ci\ibi\ 
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“ Theiefoie they alwaies smootlilyieeeme to smile, 24. 
That -we likewise should mylde and gentle be , 
And aho nxked ‘iic, that -without guile 
Or I ihe dissembi lunce ill IhCiU pi ime mny see. 
Simple mid tiuc, liom co\eit m ilite free , 

And eeke them seh es> so 111 then dauiice they boie, 
That two of them still liowaid seem’d to bee, 

But one still towaids shew’d hei sclfe afoie. 

That good should fiom us goe, then come, in gicatei 
store 

“ Such weie tho&e Goddesses which ye did .ee , 25 

But that fouith Miyd, which theie amidst them 
tiaced, 

Who can aiead what creatuie mote she bee, 
Whethei a cieatuie, 01 agoddesse giaced 
With heavenly gifts fiom hc-ven fust eriaced^ 

But what so suie she -was, she woithy was 
To be the fouith with those thiee othei placed 
Yet was she ceites but a countrey lasse , 

Yet she all othei countiey lasses fane did passe 

So fane, as doth the daughlei of the day 26 

All othei les&ei lights m hght excell , 

So fane doth she m beautyfull an ay 
Above all othei I'^sses beaae the bell 
Ne lesse m 1 citue that beseemes hei well 
Doth she exceede the lest of all her lace , 

Foi which the Giaces, that hcie -wont to dwell. 
Have foi moie honoi bi ought hei to this place. 
And graced hei so much to be anothei Giace 

‘ Another Giace she well deserves to be, 27 

In whom so many Giaces gathered aie, 

E\cellmg much the meane of hei degice , 

Divine lesemblaunce, beauty sovciame laie, 
Firme Chastity, that spight ne blemish daie 
All which she with such couitesie doth giace, 

That all hei peies cannot with hei compaie. 

But quite aie dimmed when she is m jilace 
She made me oiten pipe ind now- to pipe apace 
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Sunne of tlie ■uoild, gieit gloiy of tlic io 

Thit ali tlie eaith doL^^t ligliton thj 1 1}^- 
Giodt UloiiaiP gieut^.1 M < t&t} ^ 
pTidou tliv febephcud, uioiig&c to ni ii‘v 1 
Ab liL li itli faung of thee m ill hio d 13 1&, 

To make one minime of th} poo’c h mduuMl 
And underneath thy leete to phco ha , 

That when thv gloij^ shall be t me di^pl i>d 
To futuie age, of hei this mention may bo muk 

When thus th it shepheaid ended h d Lis ^p^ach a 9 
Sayd CalidoiG “ Xo\. sme it '^livUh mee, 

That to thy blisse I made this lutkckbso Lie 'cL, 

As now the authoai oi th) h do to be, 

Thus to beiea\e th} lo'vcs de 11 e sight jfiom thee 
But, gentle Shepheaid, paidon thou my shame. 
Who labhly sought that a'lhich I mote not sec ” 
Thus did the comteous Knight cxluso his bl laio, 
And to lecomfoit him all comely meancs did iiame 

In such discomses thc\ togelhei spent 30 

Long time, as lit occisiun iuith them led , 

With which the lui'ght him sclte d’dmxvch content 
And With delight his gieed} ianc} fed 
Both ot his woids which he with led, 

And also of the place, whose pkisuies xmc 
With such legal d his seaces iiai&hed, 

That thence he had no will > a a} to t iic, [shaic 
But wisht that with that shepho 11 d he mote ax»ULng 

But that emenimd sting, the wmeh of }oie 31 
His poysnous point deepe fixed m his L ut 
Had left, now gan afiesh to 1 ancle boic, 

And to lentie the iigour of his smoit, 

Which to lecuie no skill ot Leaches ut 
Mote him availe, but to retuinc igame 
To his wounds woikei, that with loacly doit 
Dmting his biest h id bicd h»& lestle^se p ime , 
Like lb the w ounded^Vhale to shoi e Jiic" h urn the nuinc 
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So, taking lea\e of that same gentlo Svvanie, 3a 
He backe letuined to ins lusticke wonne, 

"Whcie ins fane Pastoiella did leinaine 
To wliomc, in soit as lie at fiist begonne, 

He dail} did apply him selfe to donne 

All dewfull seivico, voide of tboiigbts impuie , 

He am paineb no peiill did be sbonne, 

By wbich be migbt bei to bis love alluic, 

And liking in bei yet untamed beait piocuie 

And eveimoie tbe sbepbeaid Condon, 33 

What evei thing be did bei to aggiate, 

Did stii\e to match -vvitb stiong contention 
And all bis paines did closely emulate , 

Wbetbei it weie to caioll, as they sate 
Keeping then sbeepe, 01 games to exercize, 

Oi to piesent bei with then laboms late, 

Tbiougb which if anj^ giace ebaunst to aiize 
To him, the Shepbeai d sti eight with j ealoiisie did fi izc 

One day, as thc> all tbiee togotbei went 34 

To the gieene wood to gatbei stiawbeiies, 

Thoie chiunst to them a dangeious accident 
A Tigie toith out of the wood did use, 

That with fell clawes full of fieice gonimandize. 
And gieedy mouth wide gapmg like hell gate. 

Did lunne at Pistoiell bei to suipiize , 

Whom she beholding, now all desolate, 

Gan ciy to them aloud to belpe her eie too late 

Which Condon fiist beaiing lan in bast 35 

To le^kue bei , but when be saw the feend, 
Thiough cow held feaic be fled away as fist. 

He dribt ibide the daungei of the end , 

His life be steemed deaiei then his fiend 
But Calidoie soone commmg to bei ayde, 

When be the beast saw leady now to lend 
Ills lo'ves deaie ‘^poile, in wb^cb bis beait was pi ayde, 
He 1 in at him emaged, in stead of being fiaycle 
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He Lad no weapon but Li^ sLepLeaida liooke 36 
To sene tbc \engeaunte ot Lit, %Matbtull 
With \\hicb so faieinely he the monstei stiooke, 
Thxt to the giound astonished he fell , 

Whence ere ho could 1 ecou’i , he did him <tiieli, 

And hewing oil his held, [he] it piesentcd 
Befoie the leete ot the tine Pastoiell, 

Who bcaicel^ yet fioin iormti ieiic exempted, 

A thousand times him Ih uikt that hadhei dcith pie- 
\ ented 

Fiom that day foith she gau him to “iffcct, 37 

And daily moie hei iaioui to augment. 

But Condon foi cowheidize i eject, 

Fit to licepe sheepe, unlit loi lo\ es content 
The gentle heait scoines bise dispaiagcment 
Yet Calidoie did not despise hm quight, 

But Ufade him fiiendly loi luithei mtciit, 

That by his teilo’s^bhip he coloui might 
Both hits estate ind loie fiom skill ot any wight 

So well he iv oo’d hei, ind ^0 ell he ought hci, 38 
With humble scnice, uid \.ith d uly sute 
That at the last unto his will he bi ought lici , 

A\ hich he so wnely well did pio^ecutc, 

That of his lo-ve he leapt the timely fiute. 

And loycd long m close felicity, 

Till loitune^ fi aught with malice, blmde and biute, 
That emies lo'veis long prospciitv. 

Blew up abittei stoime ot foule idaeisity 

It foi tuned one day, when Caliduie 39 

Was hunting m the woods, (as was his ti idc) 

A lawlesse people, Biigants Light of yoit, 

That never usde to li-ve by plough noi spade, 

But fed on spoile and boot'v, which they m ide 
Upon then iieighboui s which did nigh them border, 
The dwelling ot these shephcaids did nuadc, 

And spoyld their houses, and them seh cs did mm der, 
And di o\ e aw ay then flocks , with other much disox der 
TV a 
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Amongst the icst, the which the;^ then did pi ay, o 
They japoyld old Mchbee of all ho had, 

And all hih i')Goplti capLve led rway , 

hlongst \/hich this lucklcsse mc'3'd away was lad, 

Flue Pistol Jb, soriowfiili and sad, 

Most soiiowMl, mo&i sad, that c'vei sight, 

Now made the spoile of thecves and Bug ants b^’a, 
V/hich was the conquest of the gentlest Knight 
That evei liv’d, and th’ oneiy gloiy of Ms might 

lYith them also was taken Condon, 4^ 

And earned captive by those theeves away , 

Who in the covert of the night, that none 
Mote them desciy, nor leskue hom then pi ay, 
Unto then d\v oiling did them close con-vay 
Then dwelling in a little Island was, 

Coveied with shiubby woods, in which no way 
Appeared foi people m nor out to pas, 

Noi any footmg fynde for ovoigiowen gias 

Foi underneath the giound then way was made aa 
Thiough hollow caves, that no man mote discovci 
Poi the thicke shiubs, which did them alwaies shade. 
Piom view of living wight and co-vered ovci , 

But daikenesse died and duly night did hovei 
Thiough all the mnei poits, wheiein they dwelt , 
Ne lightiied was with window noi with lo^cl, 

But with contmuoll candle light, which dclt 
A doubtfull sense of thmgs, not so well scene as felt 

Hithei those Bngants bi ought their present pi ay, 43 
And kept them with contmuall watch and wai d , 
Meaning, so soone as they comenient may, 

Poi slaves to sell them foi no small lewaid 
To Mei chants, which them kept m bondage haid, 
Or sold agame Now when fane Pastoiell 
Into this pi ice was bi ought, and kept with gaid 
Of gncsly thce^es, she thought hei self in hell, 
Whcie with such daijiiii..»i hCiids she ■should in daik- 
liCssc dv, ill 
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But foi to tell the doktiill di a uncut **.4 

And piitiiull (ompl unis ttiue tlio n> nlo, 
heie d i} <ina nigUt die lu dni l>ut I tr'eut 
Ilei ^\lctcllcd Ilk fcliil up in dculh s’l idc, 

And i&ll Lcj. goodl} Lc iut^, *lIi uid i i k 
LiLc to i Home that leJtb no he 'k ol siuiuc 
Which may hci feeble Ic i\ Lb u ith < uinio.t 4I »de , 
And what beidl lioi 111 tl •'t tlui ii^h wonne, 

Will m anothei Canto belki be uegonuc 
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CA]SrTO XI 

The Theevcb jail outjoi Pastoiell, 
IVIiile^t Melibee w slaine 
Hei Calido) e p om them ‘jedeemeb, 
And h mgeth bacKe againe 


-^r 






HE joyes of lo\e, if they shoula e\ei la&t i 
Without afliiction or disquietnessc [cast, 
That woildly chaunces doe amongst them 
Would bo on ciith too gieat a blessednesse, 

Likei to heaven then mortall wretchednesse 
Theiefoie the winged God, to let men weet 
That hcie on eaith is no sure happmesse, 

A thousand sowies hath tempi ed with one sweet, 
To make it seeme moic deaie and daint}, as is meet 



Like as is now befalne to this fan e Mayd, 2 

Fane Pastoiell, of whom is now my song 
Who being now in dieadfull daikuesse layd 
Amongst those thee'v es, which hei in bondage sti ong 
Detaynd, yet Foitune, not with all this wiong 
Contented, gi eater mischiefe on hei thi ew, 

And soil owes heapt on hei in gieatei thiong , 
That who so heai es hei heavmesse, would 1 ew 
And pittyhei sadplight, so chang’d fiompleasaunt hew 

Whylest thus she in these hellish dens remayned, 3 
Wrapped in wretched caies and hearts unic-st, 

It so befell, (as Fortune had 01 damned) 

That he which was then Capitaine piofest, 

And had the chiefe comniaund of all the 1 est, 

One daj, as he did all his piisoneis \ew, 

With lustfiill e>es beheld that lo\Lly guest, 

Fane Pastoiella, whose sad mouinefull hew 
Like the fane Moining clad in misty fog did shew 
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At sight \\ hei cof Ills bai b ii ous he u t 's* la e<l, a 
A nd inly burnt with llunes ino4 i iging %,ho% 

That hei alone he foi hi& pait desiieil 
Of all the othei pi xy which they lud <rot, 

And hei in inynde did to him btlfe dlot 
Tioni that da} foith he Icjndne^^e to hei fehowed 
And bought hei lo\ e by ill the meanes lie mote , 
"With looks, with woids, v, ith gilts ho olt ha wowed, 

And mixed thieata among, and much unto hoi -vowi J 

But all that e\ ei he could doe oi say i 

Hei constant m}nd could not \ whit lemoae, 

Hoi di iw unto the luie of his kwd h}, 

To giaunt him ta\oui oi affoid him ioie 
Yet ceubt he not to sew, and all waieb pio\e, 

By which he mote accompii'-h hib lequest, 

Saying and doing all that mote behove , 

Ne diy noi night he suffied ha to lest, 

But her ill night did w atch, and all the d i} molo^tt 

At libt, when him she bO impoitune siw, 6 

Fciring least he at length the lamca would lend 
Unto his lust, and make his will hib hw, 

Sith in his powie bhe was to foe oi fiend 
She thought it best, foi shidow to pietend 
Some shew of fa\ our, by him gi icing Mnall, 

That she theiebv mote eithei tied} i end, 

Oi at moie case continue tlieie hib thrall 
A little well lb lent thit gaineth moie with ill 

So fi om thencefoith, wh( n c he to hei m ide, 

AA ith bettei teaimes she did him en lei tune, 
Winch ga^e him Lope, and did him h ilte pa^w idic 
That he in time hei jO}ance should obtiine 
But w hen she s ’ w, thi ough that nhi ill 1 oui s <r -mie 
That fuithei then she willing wis he picst. 

She found no meines to bane him, but to tune 
A sodaine sickcncsse which hei auic oppic^^", 

And made unht to sene his hwlo-x mmdes bchat 
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By mearcs wlie^ Goi hlie would not Iiim peimit 8 
OncG to appiocli to liei m pii-vity, 

But onch ’nongst tl c lest by hei to sit, 

Momniua Ibe of her malidy, 

And seeking ill things incete foi leinecly , 

But she lesolv’d no leiuedy to fynde, 

Noi hottei cheaie to shew m inibei;>, 

Till Foitune would hex captive bonds unbynde 
Hex sickenesse '?vas not of the bodj, but the nxjrnde 

Duimg which space that she thus sicke did lie, 9 
It chaunst a soit of mei chants, whicii weie wount 
To skim those coastes foi bondmen theie to buy. 
And by such ti'^flicke after games to hunt, 

All led 111 this Isle, though baie and blunt, 

T’ inquiio foi sla-vcb , wheie being leadie met 
By some of these sametheeies at the instant binnt, 
V\, eie bi ought unto then Captainc, who was set 
By his fane patients side with soiiowfull legiet 

To whom they shewed, how those mai chants were 10 
Aiiiv’d m place then bondslaves foi to buy , 

And theiefoi e pi ayd that those same captives thei c 
hlote to them foi then most commodity 
Be sold, and mongst them shaied equally 
This then lequebt the Captaine much appalled, 
Yet could he not then ju*t dem lund deny. 

And willed sti eight the sla\ es should foith be called. 
And sold foi most advantage not to be foi stalled 

Then foith the good old Melibm was bi ought, ii 
And Condon with many othci moe, 

Whom they befoie m diveise spoyles hid caught , 
All which he to the mai chants sale did showe 
Till some, which did the sundiy piisoiieis knowc, 
Gan to inquiie for that fane shepheidesse, 

Which with the lest they tooke not long agoe , 
And gan hei forme and featuie to evpiesse, [nesse 
The moie t’ augment her pi ice through pi aise of comli- 
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To 'svhom i'^ie C ipt viif' m lull any y wi7e rz 

Jilado iiisv^nc, lliit the mijd ot \>hoin ilstv sn il ♦» 
Wn*! hi^ pt ulnse and his Oi, dy pim* , * 
TVitli wliiuh rone 1 ad lo doe re on^ht pT t 
But ho him‘?clfo which did that conquest m tko 
Litle loi him to ha\ c one aill'^ hs'^t , 

Besides, thioagli sicknes-e now so "w in and we d t. 
That nothing meet in mcichandiso to p'^s-'C [w is 
So shew’d them hci, to pioie hoiv pale and wcoLo the 

The sight of whom, though now decayd niid mmd, 13 
And eke but hiidly scene by c incllc-Lght, 

Yet, like a Dnniond of i»ch legiid, 

In doubtfull shadow of the daikesome night 
With stall le beames iboiit hei bhimng bij<rlit, 
These marchants fi\ed ejes did so ama/c, 

Thatwh It through n ondci, and n h it tlr ousrh deLgld, 
A while on hei they gieedih did gi^e, 

And did hei gieady like, ‘ind did hei gieith piai/o 

At list when all the lo-^t Them ofli C'* we’ e, i ^ 

And pii^cs to tnoin pin -d it th^u ple>uio, 

Tue> ’ll icfused in legr d oi Iilj, 

IsT e ought n nuld buy, ]iO's\ ci ci pi i^d t\ 1 ih nipa^ui 0 
ithoiiten he’ , w hose v 01 rh iboi e all thi l i-’in e 
They did eitcune, and odied ot gold 
But t^' on ^ heC pt une,fi ■» aght t* itli nio’ < di^p^ v ■» ui o, 
B ul tliLin be still In', loi e shouhl not bf «old , 
The 1 est take it they \n ould , he he’ to him would hold 

Theiewith some other of the chiefeNt thee\es 
Boldly him bad such inju’ xe foibeaio , 

Toi that same ma}d how eic’ it him giecves. 
Should with the le^t be sol 1 before him thene, 
To make the prises ot the lesl more de^’ie 
That with gieat 1 ige he stoutly doth deii’y , 

And fieicely di awing foith his blade doth s-^eaie 
That who so haidie hand on hei doth li\, 

It deaiely shdl aby, and death foi handbcUpaj 
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Thus, as they woids amongst them multiply, i6 
They fall to strokes, the fi ate of too much talke, 
And the mad steele about doth fieicely fl}, 

Not spaiing wight, ne le ivmg any balLe, 

But making way for deith at laige to walke , 
Who, m the hoi 101 of the giiesly night, 

In thousand di eadful shapes doth moiigstthem stalkc. 
And makes huge havocke , whiles the candlelight 
Out quenched leaves no skill noi difiei ence of wight 

Like a soit of hungiy dogs, ymet 17 

About some caicase by the common way, 

Doe fall together, stiyving each to get 
The greatest poition ot the greedie pi ay. 

All on confused heapes themselves assay, 

And snatch, ind byte, and lend, and tug, and teai e, 
That who them sees would wondei at then fray, 
And who sees not would be alTiayd to heaie 
Such was the conflict of those ciuell Bug ants theie 

But first of all then captives they doe kill, 18 

Least they should jo;yne agaxiist the weakci side, 
Oi use against the leninant at then will 
Old Meliboe is slaine , and him beside 
His aged wife, with many otheis wide , 

But Condon, escapmg ciaftil}, 

Cieepes forth of doies, whilst doikues him doth hide. 
And flyes away as fast os he can hye, 

Ne stayeth leave to take before his friends doe dye 

But Pastorella, wofull wretched Elfe, 19 

Was by the Captaine all this while defended. 
Who, minding 11101 e her safety then himselfe, 

His taiget alwayes over her pretended, 

By means whereof, that mote not be amended, 

He at the length was dame and liyd on ground, 
Yet holding fast twi\t both hi& aimes extended 
Fi}ie Pastoiell, -who, with the selfe same wound 
Launcht through the aime, fell down with him in 
(Irene swound 
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Theie hy &lae co^eied wiili coniu&cd pio&o acs 
Of cai cases, which cl} mg on hei fell 
Tho, when as he was dead, the fiay gin ce'‘se , 
And each to othei calling did compel! 

To then ciucll hands horn si mglitei it II, 

8ith they that weie the cause (d all wen gf ac 
Tliei eto they all attonc e agi ced well , 

And, lighting c'^ndlcs new, gan seaich inone 
How many of their fi lends w eie slamCjliow in iiu 1- >nc 

Then Captame tlieie they ci nelly found hild, 21 

And in Ins aimes the dicaiv d^ing ma}d, 

Like a sweet Angell twi\t two clouds uphild , 

Hei lovely light was dimmed and dcci}d 
'W'^ith cloud oi death upon hei eyes (h&plijd. 

Yet did the cloud make even that dunnied light 
Seeme much moic io-cely in that daikne^^e 1 13 d, 
And twi2.t the twirckling of her e\e-l d^ blight 
Tospaikeout litle be ime&,like staiie-. in foggie night 

But: when they mo\’d tlm cucises ‘Side, 

They found that lite did yet 111 hei lemame 
Then all theu helpea they buady apph de 
To call the soule backe to hei home ag line , 

And wrought so well, wnth liboui ind long piine, 
That they to life lecoaeied hei at list 
AVlio sighing soie, is if hei hut m tw ime 
Had men bene and all hei hart stiings hiast, 
With dieaiie dioupmg CMie lookt up like une aghist 

Thexe she beheld, that soie her giiev’d to see, 23 
Hei father and hci fnends about her lying, 

Hei selfe sole left a second spo}le to bee 
Of those, that baaing saved hei iioui dying 
Henew’d bei death b} timely death dcna ing 
What now is left hei but to w a>le and wccpe, 
Wiinging hei hands, aiidiuauli} loul ciymg 
He caicd she hei wound in teaics to steepe 
Albe with all then might those Dug ants lici did keepe 
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Blit wliGu tlicv saw liei now lelivM agame, 34 

Tlioy lofc liGx so, in cliiige of one, iho best 
Oi many wci&t, wlio with nnbmd disdame 
And cmcll iigoiu liei did mncli molest, 

Seal so yecldmg Iiei due food 01 timely rest, 

And scaisel} snfliing lior mfestred wound, 

That soic hei pa}n’d, by any to be diest 
So leaae we hei m wi etched thialdome bound. 
And tuine we back to Cabdoie wheie we him found 

Who when he backe letuined from the wood, 25 
And saw his shepheaids cottage spoyled quight, 
And his love reft away, he wc\ed wood 
Anil halfe eniaged at that luefull sight , 

That caen lus but, foi aeiy fell despight, 

And his owne flesh he leadie was to teaie 
lie chauft, he giiev’d, he fietted, '^nd he sight. 
And f nod like a fmious w}ld Beaie, 

^Vhose whelpes aie stolne awa;^, she being othci'v\hGiG 

2Te wight he found to w horn he might compl line, 26 
Xe wight he found oi whom ho might inquiio, 
That 11101 e ircieast the anguish of his panic 
He sought the woods, but no in in could see theie , 
lie sought the pi lines, but could no tydmgs hcaie 
The woods did nought but ecclioes vamc lebound , 
The plaines all waste and emptie did aiipeaie , 
Wheic wont the bhephe'^ids oft then p’^ pes lesound, 
And teed an hundi edf ocks, thci enow not one hefountl 

At last, as theie he lomcd up and downe, 27 

lie chaunst one comming towaids him to spy, 
That seem’d to be some soiie simple clowne, 

With lagged w cedes, and lockes upstaiing hye, 

As if he did fi om some late dauiigei fly, 

And }et his foiie did follow him behynd 
W^lio as he unto him appi cached nve, 
lie mote peiceue by signes which he did f}nd, 
That Condon it was, the silly shepheids hynd 
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TIio to Iimi inn 11x10 fast, he <lid iio{ 

To gleet hiax ui'-t, liat '^skt hei*' v e t"* '' ir'^l - 
Wheie Pistol ell IVho full of tica«h db n t's, 

And oiidimo foith in to lies, tv is «fi of pn >t, 

Tint he no Tvoid conld speoho, lint SM<t his hnM, 
And np to heaT en lu& e^es fist shunm'^ thn w 
Wheieat the knight aim/a }ct d’d not ic^t, 

But askt againe, tv hat ment lint lufiill hi tv 
W heie TV as his Pastoiell ^ wheie all the otlici cie^ ^ 

‘‘Ah, well aTvay (siTd he, then sighixig ^oie) si 
“ That CT ei I dxd In o this d"*} to see, 

This dismall d^v and w is not dead lieioio, 

Befoie I savv fine r^>l nclh d^ e ” 

“ Die out ihb ’ * then C ilido^e thd f’} 

“ How could the death d ue gt ei hu to -luill ^ 

But lead thou, shepheaid, lead wlnt destaiT 
Oi otliei dvictull Inp fioni heiTen oi hell [tvll ’ 
Hath wi ought this wicked deed doe tf'ie a« n, ind 

Tho when the Shephe lx d 111 cached had 33 

He thus beg 1 1 “ 'Whtic '^h'^T I ■‘hen coxanic'^i ^ 
This wofullta^e^ 01 hovv’* tho^jo Bxigopts ttIc, 
With ciuell 1 ige and dieadteU tioIcpus 
Spo}ld all oui cots nrd c xiicd us iioni b x-'ce, 

Oi how fuie Poitoiell c^’o.Jd have 1 me sol i 
To mai chants hut w s «aT’d wiP stxrn^ ac xo me, 
Oi how those thcevc'-, v^luLstoneso ■•ghthei tu hold 
Fell all atods, andfough+ thiough iui} t'cic'^' and bold 

‘ In that same conflict (woe is lae’) uefJl 31 
This fit all chaunce, this dolefull accident, 

Who'^e heaTy tv dings now I hive to tell 
Fust all the captives, which Ihej heie had Lent, 
Weio by them slaino bv gcneiafl consent 
Old Sleliboe and his good v ife with ill 
These ejes saw die, uid dc^'ielj did limenl , 

But when the lot to Pastorell did fnl, [sty'll 
Then Captaine long withstood, and O’d hci death ioi- 
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“ Bnt what could he gainst all them doe alone ^ 3a 
It could not boot needs mote she die at last 
I onely scapt through great confusione 
Of cr} es and clamois which amongst them past, 

In dieadfull daiknesse dieadfull}- aghast, 

That bcttei weie with them to have bene dead, 
Then heie to see all desolate and wast, 

Despoyled of those joyes and jolly head, 

Winch ith those gentle shepheids here I wont to lead ’* 

When Caluloie these luefull newes had i aught, 33 

Ills halt quite deaded was with anguish gieat, 
And all his wits with doole were nigh distraught, 
That he his face, his head, his brest did beat, 

And deith it selfe unto himselfe did threat , 

Oft cm sing Ih’ heavens, that so ciuell weie 
To hei , whose n ime he often did 1 epeat , 

And wishing oft that he weie piesent theio 
When she was sLnne, 01 had bene to hei succoiu neie 

But after gxiefe awhile had had his couise, 34 

And spent it selfe m mouinmg, he at last 
Began to mitigate lus swelling souise, 

And in his mind with bettei 1 eason cast 
How he might sa've hei life, it life did last, 

Oi, if that dead, how he hei death might wieako, 
Sith otheiwise he could not mend thing past, 

Oi it it to le-venge he weie too weake, 

Then foi to die with hei , and his li-v es thi eed to bi eake 

Tho Condon he prayd, sith he well knew 35 

The leadie way unto that theevish wonne, 

To wend with him, and be his conduct tiew 
Unto the pi ice, to see what should be donne , 

But he, vhose halt tin ough feaie was late foi donne, 
"W ould not foi ought be diawne to foi met diede, 
But 1)} all inoancs the diungei knowne did shonne 
Yet C ilidoie so well him wi ought with meed, 

And fine bespoke with woids, that he at last agieed 
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So forth they goe together (God befoio) 36 

Both chd in shepheiids weeds agree ibl>, 

And both -vMth shepheaicls hookes But C ilidoie 

Had, tindeinLith, him aimed pinih 

Tho to the place ^vhen they appioithed n}e, 

They chaunst, upon an hill not fane iwr^, 

Some flockeb of sheepe and shcpheiiih to e&pv. 

To whom the} both igieod to take their -wa), 

In hope thei e new es to le irne, how the} mote best ass iv 

Theie did they hnd, that w hich the) did not lo u c 37 
The selte same flocks the w hieh those thee\ es had 1 ett 
From Melibce md lioin thenibehch wh}lexio, 

And (eitaine ot the thee\eb theiO by them lelt 
The which, ioi want of he iidh, themath ea thou kept 
Bight well knew Condon his owne Irte aheepr, 

And seeing them ioi tender pittie wept, 

But when he saw the thee\ea whrch did them 1 cepe, 
His hart gan fa}le, nlbc he saw them all laleep*. 

But Calidoie leeomfoiting hia giiefe, 3S 

Though not hia krit,foi nought nn’v ie ne dissivade, 
Him haid^} tor w aid diew, w^beieis the thieie 
Lxy felteping sorindl) m the buahea ah i<k 
Whom Condon him counaeld to n\\ ide 
Kow aU unwarca, and t’ke the apoxle 
But he, that in his mind hid eiosch rnk 
A further puipoae, would not so them al i}, 

But gentl} waking them gaxe them the time of d’\ 

Tho sitting downe by them upon the giccnc, 39 
Of sundne things he puipose gin to 1 uHv,, 

That he by them might ceitaine txdinga weeae 
Of Pabtoiell, weie she ah\e 01 ahme •' 

Mongst which the theexca them question«.d ig ui»e, 
What mister men, indcke li uu whence tlic\ \ ^ v.-" 
To whom the} auusvNet’d, aa did ippeitni . 

That the} were poore heiidgioomcs, the whieh 
why lei e [cLwhere 

Had from then maisteis fled, and now sought h}re 
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Wlicicoi iigUt gUd they seem’d, ^nd olTei made 
T(‘ h) 1 e tlk lii ^ cll it they then lIocLcs v ould kcei)L 
Eui tin.} tl %\Lie e\ill gioome&, they 

Um\oit -^vith hendb to %vatv-h, oi pabtuic bhocpe, 
EuL to -<011 f the liud, oi bcoiiic the dcv-pe 
Tiieielo they boonc agiecd, aad eiiiie&t tooke 
To keepe then Lockcb foi litlo h}ie md chepe, 
Foi they loi bettci h^ie did bhoitly louke 
So theie all day they bode, till light the sky foisookc 

Tho when as tow aids daiksome night it diew, 41 
Unto then hellish dens those thccves them bi ought , 
Wheie shoitly they in gieat acquaintance giew, 
And ill the secrets of then eiiti ayles sought 
Thcie did the> find, conti me to then thought, 

Th it Pastoiell yet liv’d, bat all the icst 
Wcie dead, light so as Condon had tdUght 
^Vheleof they both full glid and bl^th did lest, 
But chiefly Cihdoie, whom giiefe hid most pusscst 

At length, when they occasion fittest found, 42 
111 dead of night, when all the thecics did lest 
Aftei a late foil a), and slept full sound, 

Sii Cilidoie him aim’d as he thought best, 

Ilai mg of late by diligent inquest 
Pioiided him a swoid ot aneuiest soit , 

With which he sti eight went to the Captaines nest 
But Condon dmst not with him consoit, 

Ne dm St abide behind foi dread of woise ctCoit 

When to the Cave they exme, they found it fast , 43 
But Caiidoic with huge lesistlesse might 
The doi es ass xyled, and the locks upbi ast 
With iioyse wheieof the theefe awaking light 
Unto the entiance lan , -vyheie the bold knight 
Enconntnng him with small lesistence slew, 

The whiles fiue Pistoieli thiough gieat alFiight 
Was ilmost dexd, misdoubting least ot new 
Some iipiOiC "^veic, like th d i^hicli lately she did vew 
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But when Ob Calidoie wai couicn lu^ 44 

And gan aloud loi P to call, 

Iviiowmg hib -voice, although not heaid long un, 
She sudden was levived thciewithall, 

And vondi oils joy Idt in hci spnits tindl 
Like him that being lon^ m tempesc lost, 

Looking each home into deathcs mouth to fall, 

At length espyes at hand the h ippie cost, 

On which he safety hopes th it en&t feaid to be lost 

Ilei gentle hait, that now long season past 45 

Had never joyance ielt noi cheaietuil thought, 
Begin some smacke of comfoit new to tast, 

Like lyful heat to numnied senses bi ought, 

And life to feele that long foi death had sought 
He lesse in halt lejoyced Calidoie, 

When he her found , but, like to one disti aught 
And lobd of leason, towards hei him boie , 

A thousand times emhiast, and kist a thousand 111010 

But now by this, with no} se of 1 ite upioic, 

The hue and crj was ia}sed all about , 

And ail the Biigants flocking in gieat stoic 
Unto the cave giii pieasse, nought baling dout 
Of that w IS docn, and ciitied m a lout 
But Cahdoie m th’ entiy close did stind, 

And enteitajning them -With coinage stout, 

Still slew the foiinost that came fii&t to h ind , 

So long till all the eiitiy -^v as with bodies mand 

Tho when no moie could nigh to him appioch, /}7 
lie bieath’d his swoid, and lestcd him till day , 
Which -when he sp;yde upon the eaith t’ enciucb, 
Tliiough the dead cai cases he made his waj, 
Mongst which he found a swoid of better siy, 
Whth which he lo^ tli w cut into th’ open light, 
"Wheie all the icst foi him did icudiestiv, 

And, ficice issaylmg him, with all then might 
Gan all upon Inn 1 ly theie gan a die idfuh I'ght 
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How nnny flycs, in wliotte&t sommei fa da} , 48 

Do seize upon some beast whose flesh is baie, 

That all the pi ice with swaimes do oveilay, 

-Vnd With then litle stings light felly faie , 

So many thee\cs about him swaiming aie, 

All which do him as&nyle on every faide, 

And faoie oppiesse^ ne any him doth spare , 

But he doth with his 1 aging biond divide [wide 
Then thickest troups, and lound about him scattieth 

Like as a Lion mongst an heaid of deie, 49 

Dispel seth them to catch his choysest pi ay , 

So did he fly amongst them heie and there, 

And all that neie him came did hew and falay, 

Till he had stiowd with bodies all the way , 

That none his dxungei daiing to abide 
Fled fiom his wiath, and did themselves convay 
Into their caves, then heads fioin death to hide, 
Ne any left that victoiie to him envide 

Then, backe ictuining to hib deaiest deaic, 50 
He hci gan to lecomfoit all he might 
With glidfull speachofa, and with lovely cheaie , 
And foith hei bunging to the jojous light, 

"W heieof she long hxd lickt the wishtull sight, 
Devi/d all goodly meanes from hei to dine 
The sad lemembiance of hci wi etched plight 
So her uneath at list he did levive 
That long had 1 } en dead, and made again alive 

Thib docn, into those theexibh dens he went, 51 
And thence did all the bpojleb and threasures take, 
Which the} fiom many long had lobd and lent. 
But toitune now the victois meed did make 
Of M Inch the best he did hi«: loa e betake , 

And also all those llockes, which they botoic 
Had left fiom Meliboe and tiom his 111 dvc, 

He did them all to Condon lebtoie 
So dio\e them all a^a}, and his love with hiri bore 
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CANTO XII 

Faifie Paiitojella by g]eat hap 
he) paieuis rtndei standi, 
Calidoi L doth the Blatant bea^t 
hi bdew, ai d bynd in hands 


> 




IKE 'IS a ship, that thiough the Ocean wyde 
Buects hei comse unto one ceit''inc cost, 
Is met ot many a counter winde and t} de, 
With which her winged speed i& let and ciost 
And she hei selte m stoimie suiges tost , 

Yet making many a boide and many a bay, 

Still winneth way, ne hath her compasse lost 
Tight so it fues with me m this long way, 

Whose couifae is often sti}d, }et neiei is astiay 

Poi all that hetheito hath long delay d 2 

This gentle knight fiom sewing his fiist quest, 
Though out of coui&e, yet hath not bene mis-sa-v d, 
To shew the couitesie by him piofcst 
Even unto the lowest and the lea^t 
But now I come into my comse again e, 

To his atchie\ ement of the Blatant beast , 

Who all this while at will did lange ana laine, 
Whilst none was him to stop, noi none him to 1 esti auie 

Sir Calidoie, when thus he now had 1 aught 
Pane Pastoiella Torn those Biigants powic, 

Unto the Cistle of Bclgaid hei hi ought, 

Wheieof was Loid the good Sii Bellamouie , 
Who whyiome was, in Ins youthes lieshest flowre, 
A lubtie knight as evei wielded speaie, 

And had endnied many a dieadfull stouie 
In bloudy battell foi a Ladie deaie, 

The fiyiebt L idie then of all that living were 

IV B 
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Ilei name was Claiibell , ^Iiose father Light 4 
The Loid of Many Hands, faire lenound 
Toi his gieat iiches and his gieatci might 
He, thiough the wealth wheiem he did abound, 
This daughtei thought m wedlocke to have bound 
Unto the Piince of Picteland, bordeiiiig neie , 

But she, whose sides befoie with seciet wound 
Of love to Bellamouie empieiced weie. 

By all meanes shund to match with any foiiem feie 

And Bellamour again so well hei pleased 5 

With dayly service and attendance dew, 

That of hei love he was entyiely seized, 

And closely did hci *tv ed, but knowne to few 
'Which when hei fxthei undei stood, he grew 
In so gieat lage that them in dongeon deepe 
'Without compassion ciuelly he thiew , 

Yet did so stieightly them a sundci keepe. 

That neither could to company of th’ othei creepe 

Hathlesse Sir Bellamoui, whether thiough giace 6 
Oi seciet guifts, so with his keepers wrought, 

That to his lev e sometimes he came m place , 
Wheieof hei wombe, unwibt to wight, was fi aught, 
And in dew time a mayden child foith bi ought 
■TOiich she sti eight ^^ay, foi (head least if hei syie 
Should know theieof to slay he would have sought, 
Deliveied to hei handmayd, that foi h;^ie 
She should it cause be fostied undei stiaunge att^ie 

The tiustie dimzell bearing it abiode 7 

Into the emptie heldb, wheie living T\ight 
hlote not bewiay the seciet of hei lode. 

She foi th gan lay unto the open light 
The litle babe, to take theieof a sight 
Whom whylest she did with watrie eyne behold. 
Upon the litlt' biest, like chii'itall biight. 

She mote peiceive a litle pniple mold, 

That like a lose hei silken leaves did fine unfold 
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Well slie it in'll kr, and pittied the moie, 8 

Yet could not lemedie her wi etched case , 

But, closing it xgime like as befoie, 

Bedeiiv’d -with texies theie left it in the place 
Yet left not quite, but diew a litle space 
Behind the bushes, where she hei did hjde. 

To wcet what moitall hand, oi heaxens giace, 
Would fox the wu etched mf ints helpc pio\}dc , 
Poi winch it loudly cald, and pittifully cijde 

At length a Shepheard, which there did kcepe 9 
His flecciG flock upon the playnes aiound, 

Led with the infants ciy t^nt lord did weope, 
Came to the pbee, nheie when he wiapped found 
Th’ abxndond spoxle, he softly it unbound, 

And, seeing theie that did him pitne soie. 

He tooke it up ind in his nixitlo wound, 

So homo unto his honest wife it boie, 

Who as hei owne it nuist and namul cxeimoie 

Thus long continuM Cbiibell a tin '> 11 , 10 

And Bellxmoui in bxrc^s , till that hex s}ic 
Depaited hie, and left unto them dl 
Then all the stoimes of fouunes foimei }io 
Weie tmnd, and they to fieedopxe did let^ie 
Tliencefoith the} joy d m happmesse togethei, 
And lixcd long in peace and loxe ent}ie, 

Without disquiet or ch&hke of ethei. 

Till time tint Cxlidoie bi ought Pastoiella thethei 

Both whom they good!} well did eiiteitaine, it 
F oi Bellxmoui 1 new Cxlidoie light well, 

And ioxed fox hii» piowes&e, sitb they twame 
Long smee had fought m field Als Claxibcll 
ISTc ie««^e did tcndct the f me Pastoiell, 

Seeing lici wexl e and wa 1 Ihiough duxance louf^ 
Thoie t’^ej awiifle togethci thus did dwell 
In much dt light, and many joyes among, 

Untill the Dain/cll g i x to wex moio sound and nng 
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Tho gan Sii Calidoie him to advice 12 

Of his fii St quest, which he had long foi loi e, 
Asham’d to thinke how he that enteipiue, 

The which the Faeiy Queene had long afoie 
Bequeath’d to him, foi slacked had so soie, 

That much he feaied least leprochfull blame 
With foulc dishonoui him mote blot theiefoie , 
Besides the losse of so much loos and fame, 

As thi ough the woi Id thei eb^ should gloi ihc his n ame 

Theiefoie, resohmg to letuine m hast 13 

Unto so gieat atchievement, he bethought 
To leave his love, now perill being past, 

WTth Claiibell , whylest he that monstei sought 
Throughout the woild, and to destivction bi ought 
So taking leave of his faire Pistoiell, 

Whom to lecomfoit ail the meanes he vi ought, 
With thanks to Bellamoui and Claribell, 

He went foith on his quest, and did that him befell 

But fiist, eie I doc his adventuies tell 14 

In this exploite, me ncedeth to declai e 
What did betide to the faue Pastoiell 
Duimg hib absence, left in heavy caic 
Through daily moinnmg and nightly misfaie 
Yet did that auncient matione all she might. 

To cheiish hei with all things choice and laie , 
And hei owne handmayd, that Melissa Light, 
Appointed to attend hei dewly day and night 

Who in a morning, when this Maiden fane 15 

Was dighting her, having hei snowy brest 
As yet not liced, noi hei golden haiie 
Into then comely tresses dewly di est, 

Chaunst to espy upon hei yvoiy che^t 
The losie maike, which she remembicd well 
That litle Infant had, which forth she kc-^t, 

The daughtei of hei Lady Clniibell, 

The which she boie the ■Vvhilos m pi ihon she did dwell 
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Winch well aMzmg, sti eight she gan to cist i6 
In hei conceiptiull myiid that this f lue hlajd 
Was that same infant, which so long sith past 
She m the open fields had. loosely layd 
To foi tune’s spoile, unable it to ayd 
So, full of jo;y, streight foith she lan in hast 
Unto hei mistresse, being halfe disnia} d, 

To tell her, how theheaiens had hei giaste [plaste 
To save hei chylde, which in misfoi tunes mouth was 

The sobei mothei seeing such hei mood, 17 

Yet knowing not what meant that sodaiiie thio, 
Askt hei, how mote hei woids be undei stood, 

And what the mattei was that mov’d hei so ^ 

“My liefe,” (sayd she) “ye know that long ygo, 
Whilest ye in dmance dwelt, ye to me ga^e 
A little mayde, the which je chylded tho , 

The same againe if now je list to have, 

The same is jondei Lad^, whom high God did save ” 

Much was the Lidy tioiibled at that spexch, 18 
xVnd gan to question sti eight, how she it knew ^ 

“ Most cei tame maikes” (sayd she) “ do me it teach , 
Foi on hei biest I with these eyes did aiew 
The litle pm pie lose which theieon giew, 

Wheieof hei name }e then to hci did give 
Besides, hei countenaunce and hei likely hew, 
Matched with equall ^eais, do suiely pxieve [live ” 
That ;^ond same is >om dmghtei sme, which yet doth 

The mail one sta^d no lengoi to enqune, 19 

But foith in hast lan to the stiaungei Mayd, 
Whom catching greedily, foi gieat desiie 
Bent up hei biest, and bosome open lajd, 

In which that lose she plainely saw dispiayd 
Then hei embiacing twivt hei aimes twame, 

She long so held, and softly w eeping sa} d , 

“ And livest thou, my daughtei, now agame P 
And ait thou yet alive, whom deid I long did fame''' ” 
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Tlio fmtliei asking liei of sundry things, io 

And times compaiing with then accidents, 

She found at last, by \eiy certaine signes 
And speaking maikes of passed monuments. 

That this young Miyd, whom chance to hei pie- 
sents, 

Is her owne daughtei, hei o'svne infant deaie 
Tho wondiing long at those so stiaunge events, 

A thousand times she hei embraced nere, 

With many a joy full kisse and many a melting toaie 

Who ever is the mother of one chylde, 21 

"Which having thought long de id she fyndes alive, 
Let hei by pioofe ot thit which she hath f^ldc 
111 hcA ounc bieau^ this mothcis joy de&ciive , 

Eoi othei none such pis&xon contii-vo 
In peilect ioimc, as this good Lady felt. 

When she so lane a daughtei saw suivivc, 

As FastoieUa was, that nigh she swelt 
Foi passing joy, which did all into pitty melt 

Thence lumiing foith unto hei loved Loid, 32 
She unto him lecountcd all that feU, 

Who, joynmg joj with hei in one accoid, 
Acknowledg’d foi his owne fine Pastoicll 
Theie lci\c we them m joj^, and let us tell 
Of Calidoie, who, seeking all this while 
That monstious Beast by finall force to quell, 
Thiough eveiy xilace with restlcsse pime and toilc 
Him follow’d by the tract of his outiagxous spoile 

Thiough all estates he found that he had past, 23 
In which he many mas'^aCiCs had left, 

And to the Cleigy now was come at last , 

In which such spoile, such ha\ocke, and such theft 
He wrought, that thence all goodnesse he beieft, 
That endlesse weic to tell The Elfin Kmght, 
Who now no place besides unsought had left, 

At length into a Moii''^tcie did light, 

Where he him found dv^^poyling all with mame and 
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Into tteii cloysters now lie Tbioken had, 24 

Through which the Monckes he chaced heie and 
there, 

And them puisu’d into then doi tours sad, 

And seaiched all their cels and secrets neare 
In which what filth and orduie did appeal e, 

Weic yikesome to leport, yet that foule Heast, 
Nought spaiing them, the more did tosse and teaie, 
And lansacke all then dennes fioui most to least, 
Hegaidmg nought leligion, nor then hoi} heabt 

Tiom thence into the sacied Chuich he bioke, 25 
And 1 ohd the Cli lucell, and the deskea dow nc thi c\\ , 
And Altai toulcd, md blasphemy spoke, 

And Lh’ Imageb, foi all then goodly hew. 

Did cast to gioiuid, whiles! none ov as them to icw , 
So all confounded and disoideied theie 
But seeing C ilidoi e away ho fiew. 

Knowing his fxtall hand by toimei fc'^ie , 

But he him list puibuing soone xppioched neaic 

Him in a naaow place he ovcxcooke, 26 

And fieice assailing foist him tuine agame 
Steinely he tuind agxine, when he him stiooke 
AYith his sha^pe steele, and lan at him amaine 
"With open muiith, that seemed to containe 
A full good pecke within the utmo&t bum. 

All set with }ion teeth 111 laungcs twainc, 

That tciiihde hib toes, and aimed him, 

Appealing like the mouth of Oxcus giiesly giun 

And thoiein were a thousand tongs empight 27 
Of sundry kmdes and suadi} quality , 

Some weie ot dogs, that haiked day and night , 
And some ot cats, that wiawlmg still did ciy , 
And some of Beaics, th it gioynd continually , 
And some of Tygres, that did seeme to gien 
And snar at all that evei passed hy 
But most of them weie tongues ot moitall men, 
‘VYhich spake lepijjchfully, not caiingwneie noi when 
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And them amongst weie mingled heie and theie a 8 
The tongueb of Seipentb, with three foiked stings, 
That spat out poyson, and goi e bloiidy gei e, 

At all that came within his lavemngs , 

And spake licentious woids and hatefull things 
Of good and bad alike, of low and hie, 

]S'e Kesars spared he a whit, noi Kings , 

But eithei blotted them with inf iniie, 

Oi bit them with his banefull teeth of injuiy 

But Calidoie, theieof no whit afiayd, 29 

Rencountied him with so impetuous might, 

That th’ outiage of his violence he stayd, 

And bet abacke, thieatnmg in vame to bite, 

And spitting foith the poyson of his spight 
That fomed all about his bloody jawes 
Tho leaiing up his foimer feete on hight, 

He lampt upon him with his lavcnons pawes, 

As if he would have lent him with his ciuell clawes 

But he, light •v\ell awaie, his lage to ■v\aid 30 

Did cast his shield atweene , and theie withall 
Putting his puissaunce foith, puisu’d so haid, 

Th it bacLewaid he entoiced him to fall , 

And being downe, eie he new helpe could call, 

His shield he on him thicw, and fast downe held 
Like as a bullockc, that in bloudy stall 
Of butcheis balefull hand to giound is fold, 

Is foicibly kept downe, till he be thioughly queld 

Full ciueliy the Beast did lage and loie 31 

To be downe held, and majstied so with might, 
That he gan fiet and fome out bloudy gore, 
Stri-ving in vame to leie him selfe upiight 
Foi still, the moie he stiove, the moie the Knight 
Did him suppiesse, and foicibly subdew, 

That made him almost mid fox fell dcspight 
He gimd, he bit, he sciatcht, he vemm thiew, 

And fired like a feend light honible in hew 
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Oi like tbe liell-boine H\di i, wbicb they fame 3? 
That gieat Alcides '\\hilome o-veithiew, 

Aftci that be bad labourd long in vaine 
To Cl op bis thousand Iieadb, tbe which still new 
Foith budded, and m gieitei immbei giew 
Such was the fuiy of this hellish Beast, 

AVbilest Calidoie him undei him downe thiew , 
Who iiatbemoie hio heavy load leleast, 

But aye, the moi e he 1 ag’d, the moi c bi& powi c inci east 

Tho when the Beast saw he mote nought availc 33 
By foice, he gin his bundled tongues appl}. 

And shaipely at him to re\ile ind laile 
With bittei teimes of shamefull infamy , 

Oft intei lacing many a forged he. 

Whose like he nevei once did speake, noi heaie, 
e\ei thought thing so unwoithily 
Yet did he nought foi all that him foibeaie. 

But sti allied him so sti cightly that he cbokt him neai e 

At list, when as he found his foicc to shimckc 3 y 
And rage to quaile, he tooke a muz/el stiong 
Ot suiest -^lon, made with many a liiuke 
Thei(j^vith he muicd up his mouth along, 

And theiein shut up his blasphemous tong, 

Foi ne\ ei 11101 e defaming gentle Knight, 

Or unto lo-vely Lidy doing wiong , 

And theieunto a gieat long chainc he tight, 

With which he diew him foitb, eaen in hib own de- 
spight 

Like as whylome that stiong Tuynthiau sa^aine 35 
Bi ought foith with him the dieadfull dog of hell, 
Against his will fast bound m }ion chaine, 

And, 101 mg boiribly, did him compell 
To see the batefull sunne, that be might tell 
To giiesly Pluto wbat on eaitli was donne, 

And to the otbei damned ghosts which dwell 
Foi aye in daikenesse, which day light doth shonnc 
Soled this Ivnightlubcaptyv cw ith like conquest wonne 
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Yet greatly did the Beast lepme at those 36 

Stiaunge bands, whose like till then he nevei boie, 
iCTe evei any duist till then impose, 

And chanffed inly, seeing now no moie 

Him libeity was left aloud to 101 e 

Yet duist he not diiw backe, noi once withstand 

The proved powie ot noble Calidoie, 

But tiembled underneath his mighty hand, 

And like afeai cfull dog him follow* ed thx ough the laud 

Him thiough aU F^eiy land he follow d so, 37 

As if he learned had obedience long, 

That ill the people, whcie so he did go, 

Out of then townes did lound about him tluoiig, 
To see him lo ide th it Beist 111 bond ig^ stioiig , 
And seeirg it iiiw^eL wond^ed it the si^ht 
And ill such jicisons is he caist did wiong 
Eejoyced much to see hio ciptive plight, 

And much admyr’d the Beast, but moie admyi’d the 
Knight 

Thus was this Monstei, hy the may stung might 38 
Of doughty Cilidoie, suppiest ind tamed, ^ 

That nevei moie he mote endimmadge wight 
With his vile tongue, which miny hid del imed. 
And many c^’uselesse caused to be bhmed 
So did he eeke long aftei this lemame, 

Untill that, whethei wicked fate so fiamed 
Oi fiult ot mer, he bioke his yron chame, 

And got into the woild at libeity agame 

Thencofoi th moi e mischiefe and moi e sca^-h he wi uugat 
To moi tall men then he had done befoie , 

ISfe evei could, by any, moie be bi ought 
Into like bands, ne maystied any moie 
Albe that, long time aftei Calidoi c. 

The good Sii Pelleas him tooke in hand. 

And aitei him Su Lamoiacke of }oie. 

And all his biethien borne m But line lind, 

Yet none of them could e'vci hi mg him into band 
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So now he lanngeth thiough the woild agnme, i-o 
And rageth soie in each degree and state, 

ITe any is that nii} him now lestiame, 
lie growen is so great and strong of late, 

Barking and biting all that him aoe bite, 

Albe they worthy blame, or cleno of ciime 
He spareth he most learned wits to late. 

He spareth he the gentle Poets iime , 

But lends without regard of pci son oi of time 

He may thi^ homely \erse, of many meanest, 41 
Hope to escape hi& -vcncinoub despite, 

More than m} loimci ■vviit^, ill i.oic they clcuicst 
Prom bliinefull bloi, and licc txOiii ill thit wite 
WiLh which some Wxcked tongues did it backcbitc, 
And bung mto a mighty Peres displeasure, 

That ne\Gr so deserved to endite 
Therefore do }ou, my rimes, keep bettei lucisuie, 
And sceke to please , that now is counted wiseinens 
thieasaie 
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But fiist, heie fcxlletli fittest to unfold 2 

Hei antique lace and Image ancient. 

As I have found it legistred of old 
In Faeiy Land mongst lecoids peimancnt 
She was, lo weet, a diughtei by descent 
Of those old Titans that did wh} iome stm e 
With Satmnes sonnc foi heavens legnnent, 

Whom though high Jove of kmgdome did depiive, 
Yet many of theu stemme long aftei did suivive 

And many of them aftenvaids obtain’d 3 

Great powei of Jove, and high authority 
As Hecate, in whose almighty hand 
He plac’t all lule and piincipality, 

To be by hei disposed divei sly 

To Gods and men, as she them list divide , 

And chad Bellona, that doth sound on hie 
Waires and allaiums unto Nations wide, [pnde 
That makes both heaven and eaith to ticmble it hei 

So likeiMse did this Titanessc aspue 4 

Buie and dommion to hei selte to gune , 

That as a Goddesso men might hei idmii e, 

And hSavenly honouis }ield, as to them tvainc 
And fiist, on eaith she sought it to obtame, 
Where she such pj.oofe and sad e\amples shewed 
Of hei great powei, to many ones gie it p line, 
That not men onely (whom she soone subdewed) 
But eke all othei cieituies hei bad dooings lewcd 

For she the face of eaithly things so changed, 5 
That all which Natuie had establi'^ht fiist 
In good estate, and in meet ordei langed, 

She did peivert, and all then statutes burst 
And all the woi Ids fan e fi ame (which none y et dm st 
Of Gods 01 men to alter or misguide) 

She altei’d quite , and made them all accuist 
That God had blest, and did at fir-.t pi ovide 
In tint still happy state ioi evei to abide 
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ZSTe sliee the laweb of ITatme onely biake, 6 

Blit eke of Justice, and of Policie , 

And ^uon^ of light, and bad of good did make, 
And de xili loi lile exchanged fooli&libe 
Since which all li-ving wights have leaan’d to die, 
And all this woiid is woxen daily woise 
O pittious woike of Mtitabilitie, 

By which we all aie subject to that cuise. 

And death, m stead of life, have sucked fi om our Nui se ^ 

And now, when all the eaith she thus had bi ought 7 
To hei behest, and thralled to hei might, 

She gan to cast in hei ambitious thought 
T’ attempt the einpne of the heaaens hight, 

And Jove himself e to shouldei fiom hi& light 
And fiist, she pest the legion of the ayie 
And of the fiie, whose substance thm '»ud slight 
Made no lesistance, ne could hci contiaiie, 

But leady passige to hei pleasuie did piepaiie 

Thence to the Ciicle of the Moone she chmbe, 8 
TTheie Cynthia laignes in evei lasting gloiy, 

To whose blight sliming palace straight ^he came, 
All fanely deckt with hea\ens goodly stoiy , 
Whobe sihei gates (b^ v hich theie sate an hoiy 
Old aged Sue, with howei-glasse in hand, 

Hight T;^me,) she entied, weie he liefe 01 soiy , 
He staide tdl she the highest stage had scand, 
Where Cynthia did sit, that ne\ei still did stand 

Hei sitting on an I\oiy throne shee found, 9 

Drawne of two steeds, th’ one black, th’ othei white, 
Emiiond with tenne thousand stanes aiound, 
That duly hei attended day and night , 

And by hei side thcie lan hex Page, that hight 
Yespei, whom we the Evemng-staiie intend, 

Thai, a^ith his Toiche, still twinkling like twj' light, 
Hci lightened all the way wheie she should wend, 
And joy to weaiy wnndiing tiavailcis did lend 
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That when the haidy Titanesse beheld lo 

The goodly building of hei palace blight, 

Made of the bGi’vcns sub&tince, and up-held 
With tlioiisiiid ciybtall piilois of huge higlit, 

Shee gan to buine in hei ambitioub spiight, 

And t’ envie hei that in such gioiie laigned 
Eftsoones she cast b} foice end toitious might 
Hei to displace, and to hei selfe to have gained 
The kingdome of the Night, and watci s by her warned 

Boldly she bid the Goddesse downe descend, ii 
And let her selfe into that I\ oiy thione , 

Foi she hei selfe mo^c woitliy theieof wend. 

And bettei able it to guide alone, 

"Wbethei to men, whose fill she did bemone, 

Oi unto Gods, whose st‘>te she did maligne, 

Oi to th’ infeinall Poweis hei need give lone 
Of hei fane light and bounty most benigne, 

Hci selle of ill that iiile shee deemed most condigne 

But shee, that ha<I to hei that so^eiaigne seat 12 
By highest Joie •assign’d, theieui to beaie 
Niglit< binning limp, legaided not hei thiea+, 

Ne yielded ought foi fayoui 01 foi feaie. 

But y ith slei ne countenaunce and dis doinfull cheai e, 
Bending hei homed biowes, did put hei back , 
And boldly blimiiig hei foi comming theic, 

Bade hei attoiice fiom heiiens co'‘&t to park, 

Oi at hei pel ill bide the wiathfull Thundcis wiack 

Yet nathemoic xlio Giantesac foibaie, 13 

But boldly pieacmg on 1 aught foith her hand 
To pluck liei downe pei foice fiom olf hei chine , 
And, theie-Mith lifting up hoi golden wand, 
Tlueatned to stiiko her it she d^d with-stind 
Wheie-at the es, which lound about hoi blamed, 

And eke the Moones blight wagon still did stiiid, 
All beeing with so bold attempt amazed, 

And on hei uncouth habit and steine looke still gazed 
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Mean-while the lowei Woi Id, winch nothing knew 14 
Of all that chaunced heie, was daikned quite , 
And eke the heavens, and all the heavenly ciew 
Of happy wights, now nnpurvaide of light, 

Weie much ifiaid, xiid wondred at that sight, 
Feaiing least Chaos b>oken had hi& chaine, 

And hi ought againe on them eteinall night, 

But chiefely Meicuiy, thit ne\t doth laigne. 

Ban foitli in haste unto the king of G-ods to plaine 

All lan togethei with a gieat out-ciy 15 

To doves fane palace hxt in heavens hight , 

And heating at his gates full earnestly, 

Gan call to him aloud with all then might 
To know what meant that suddame lack of light 
The f ithei of the Gods, when this he heard, 

Was tiouhled much at then so stiangc affiight, 
Doubting least Typhon weie againe upieai’d, 

Oi othei hib old foes that once him soiely feai'd 

Eftsoones the sonne of l^Iaia foith he sent t6 

Downe to the Ciicle of the Moone, to knowc 
The cause of this so sti ange astonishmcnj^ 

And why shee did hei wonted com se foi slowe , 
And if that any weie on eaith belowo 
That did with chaimes or Magick hei inolcbt, 

Him to attache, and downe to hell to thiowe , 

But if fiom heaven it weie, then to aiiest 
The Author, and him bung befoie his presence pi est 

The wingd-foot God so fast his plumes did beat, 17 
That soone he came wheie-as the Tilanebse 
Was striving with fane Cynthia foi hei seat, 

At whose strange sight and haughty hai dinesse 
He wondred much, and feaied hei no lesse 
Yet laying feaie aside to doe his chaige. 

At last he bade hei (with bold stedfastnesse) 
Ceasse to molest the Moone to walke at laige, 

Oi foniL bcloie high Jo\c lici dooing- to discharge 
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And theie-witli-all he on hci shoiildei laid i8 
bn ik} -wi eathed mace, whobe awfull power 
Doth make both Gods and hellish fiends affiaid 
Wheie-at the Titanesse did steinely lowei, 

And stoutly answeiM that m evill howei 
He fiom his Jove such message to hei bi ought, 

To bid hei leave fan e Cynthias sih ei bowei , 

Sitli shce his Jove and him esteemed nought, 

IsTo more then Cynthias selfe, but ill then kingdoms 
sought 

The Heavens Hei aid staid not to leph, 19 

But past away, his doings to 1 elate 
Unto his Loid, who now, in th’ highest sky, 

"Was placed in his piincipall Estate, 

^Ylth all the Gods about him congiegate 
To whom when Heimes had hib message told, 

It did them all evceedingly am ite, [bold 

Save Jove , who changing nought his countenance 
Did unto them at length these speeches wise unfold , 

“ Haiken to mee awhile, } ce heavenly Pow eis so 
Ye may lemembei since th’ Eiiths cuised seed 
Sougl^ to assaile the heavens eteinali toweis, 

And to us all exceeding feaie did breed, 

But how we then defeated all then deed, 

Yee all doe knowe, and them destioied quite , 

Yet not so quite, but th it theie did succeed 
An off-sprmg of then bioud, which did alite 
Upon the fiiiitfull eaith, which doth us }et despite 

** Of that bad seed is this bold woman bred, 21 
That now with bold piesumption doth aspiie 
To thiust fane Phoebe fiom hei silver bed, 

And eke our sehes fiom heavens high Empiie, 

If that her might weie match to her desne 
Wheiefoie it now behoves us to advise 
What way is best to din e her to letiie, 

Whether by open ioice, 01 counscll wise 
Aieed, 3 e sonnes of God, as best } e c in dev ise 
s 
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So tavmg said, lie ceast , and •witli Ins biow 22 
(His black eye-brow, whose doomefull di eaded beck 
Is wont to wield the woild xinto his vow, 

And even the highest Poweis of hea\en to check) 
Made signe to them in then degiees to speake, 
Who stiaight gan cast then counsell gi ave and wise 
Meanewhile th’ Eaith’s daughtei, thogh she nought 
did leck 

Of Hermes message, yet gan now advise 

What course weie best to take ui this hot bold empiize 

Eftsoones she thus resolv’d , that whilst the Grods a 3 
(After leturne of Heimes embassie) 

Were troubled, and amongst themselves at ods, 
Befoie they could new counsels re-allie, 

To set upon them, in that es.tasie, 

And take what foitune, time, and place would lend. 
So forth she rose, and through the puiest sky 
To Jove’s high Palace stiaight cast to ascend, 

To piosecute her plot Good on-set boads good end 

Shee theie ai living boldly m did pass , 24 

Where all the Gods she found in counsell close. 
All quite unaim’d, as then their manner was 
At sight of hei they suddame all ai ose 
In great amaze, ne wist what way to chose 
But Jo'v e, all tearelesse, forc’t them to aby , 

And in his soverame tin one gan stiaight ispose 
Himselfe, more full of giace and Majestie, 

That mote encheaie his fiiends, and foes mote teiiifie 

That when the haughty Titanesse beheld, 25 

All weie she fi aught with pride and impudence, 
Yet with the sight thereof was almost queld , 

And inly quaking seem’d as left of sense 
And voyd of speech m that drad audience. 

Until that Jove himselfe hei selfe bespake 
“ Speake, thou fi aile woman, speake with confidence , 
IVhence ait thou, and what doost thou heie now 
make^ 

What idle eii and hast thou earths icansion to foi sake ^ 
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Shee, halfe contused with his gieat comnicLund, 26 
Yet githeiuig spiiit of hei natuies piide, 

Him boldly answei’d thus to his demaund 
‘ I am a cUughtci, by the motheis k'^p 
O f hoi thit is Gi and-niothei nnginhJc 
Of nil the Gods, gieat Eaith, gieat Chaos child , 
But by the fatheis, (be it not envide) 

I greatei am m blond (wheieon 1 build) [e^.l^d 
Then all the Gods, though wiongfully tioin liea\cn 

“ Foi Titan (as 5 e all ockiiowledge must) 27 

Was Situines ddei biothei by buth-iight, 

Both sonnes of Uianus , but by unju&t 
And guilefull me met., thiough Cor}bmtes slight, 
The youngei tbiust the eldei fiom his i^ght 
Since which thou, Jo^e, injuiiously hast held 
The Heavens lule fiom Titans sonnes by might, 
And them to hellish durgeoub clow ne hast fold 
Witnesse, y e Heavens, the ti uth ot all th it I h x'v e teld ’ ” 

Wliifst she thus spaice, the Gocb that g"‘\e good eore 
To hei bold woids, and maikod v ell hei grace, 
Beciijg 01 stitire tall as my tlieie 
Of all the Gods, and beautifull of face 
As any of the Goddesses in place, 

Stood all astonied , like a soit of steeies 
Mongstwhom some beast of s+i mge and foiiar''e 1 ice 
Unwaies is cbannc’t, fei stiaying liom hi^ peeics 
So did then ghistly gaze bewi a> then hidden feaies 

Till, having pauz’d awhile, Jo-v e thus hespaLe 29 
“ Will nevei mortall thoughts ceasse to aspire 
In this bold sort to Ileaa en cl nme to m il^e. 

And touch celestnll seates with caithly nine? 

I would have thought that bold Pioiimtes hue, 

Oi Typhous fall, 01 pioiid I\.ions paine, 

Oi gieat Piometheus tasting of ourne, 

Would have suffiz’d the lest foi to lestiame. 

And warn’d all men by then e’s.miple to lefiaine 
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“ But now tins off-scum of that cuised fry 30 

Dale to lencw the like bold enteij)n/e, 

And chalenge tlf heiitago of this 0111 skic , 

Whom whit should hmdei, but that we likewise 
Should handle as the lest of hei allies, 

And thiindei-diive to hell With that, he shooke 
His IsTectai-deawed locks, with which the sk}es 
And all the woild beneath foi ten 01 quooke, 

And eft Ins burning leiin-biond in hind he tooke 

But when he looked on hei lo-velj face, 31 

In which fan e beames ot beauty did appeal e 
Th it could the gieatest wi ith soone tmne to giace, 
(Such sway doth beiuty even in heaven beaie) 

He staide liis hand, and, havmg chang’d his cheaie, 
He thus againe in mildci wise began 
‘‘ But ah ’ it Gods should stiiie with flesh yfere, 
Then slioitly should the inogeny of min 
Be looted out, if Jo\e should doc still what he can 

But thee, fane Titan’s child, I lathei weene, 33 
Thiough some laine eiioui, 01 inducement light, 
To see that inoitill eyes have neiei seene , 

Oi through ensample of thy sisteis might, 

Beliona, whose gieat gloiy thou doost spight, 

Since thou hast seene hei dieadfull powei below e, 
Mongst wi etched men (disnaide with hei affiight) 
To handle Ciownes, and Kingdoms to bestowe 
And sine thy woith no lesse then lieis cloth seem to 
showe 

“ But wote thou this, thou haidy Titanesse, 33 
That not the woi th of any living wight 
May challenge ought in Heaven’s mtei esse , 

Much lesse the Title of old Titans, Eight 
Foi w e by Conquest, oi oui sovei aine might. 

And by eteinall doome of Fates deciee, 

Hi\e wonne the Empiie of the Heavens blight , 
Which to our selves we hold, and to whom wee 
Sliill w 01 thy deeme paitakeis of oui blisse to bee 
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“ Then ceasbe thy idle claime, thou fooli&h geile, ^4 
And seeke by giace and goodueisse to obtame 
That place, tiom which by folly Titan Icll 
Theieto thou maist peihaps, if so thou fame 
Have Jove thy giacious Loid and So\eiaigne” 

So having said, she thus to him leplide 
‘^Ceasse, Satuines Sonne, to seokebypioffeis vame 
Of idle hopes t’ allui e me to thy side, 

Foi to betiay my Right betoie I have it tiide 

“But thee, 0 Jo\e^ no equall Judge I deeme 35 
Of my desei t, 01 of my dew full Right , 

That in thine owne behalfe must paitiall seeme 
But to the highest him, that is behight 
Pathei of Gods and men by equall might, 

To weet, the God of Kature, I appeale ” 

Theie-at Jove we\ed wioth, and in his spiight 
Bid inly giudge, }et did it well concealo , 

And bade Dan Phoebus sciibe hei appellation seile 

Bftsoones the time and place appointed weie, 36 
TVhei e all, both hea^ only Powei s and e \i Ihiy w ights, 
Befoie gieit INfatuies piesence slioidd appeue, 

Poi tfta!^ of then Titles and best Rights 
That was, to weet, upon the highest hights 
Ot Ailo-hill (Who Lnowes not Ailo-hilP) 

That IS the highest head (111 all mens sights) 

Of my old fathei Moll, whom Shephcaids quill 
Renowmed hath with hyinnes lit foi a lui all skill 

And, weie it not ill fitting foi this file 37 

To sing of hilles and woods mongst wanes and 
I would abate the stei nenesso of my stile, [Knight 3, 
Mongst these steine stoimds to mingle soft delights, 
And tell how Ailo, thiough Dianaes spights, 
(Seeing of old the best and lauest Hill 
That w as in all this holy Islands hights) 

Was made the most unpleasant and most ill 
Meane while, 0 Clio ^ lend Calliope thy qudl 
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Whylome when Irelat?d floiished in fame 3S 

Of wealths and goodnesse, tar above the rest 
Of all that beare the British Islands name, 

The gods then Ub’d (foi pleasme and foi rest) 

Oft to lesort there-to, when seem’d them best, 

But none of all there-in moie pleasure found 
Then Cynlhn, that is soveiaine Queene piofest 
Of woods and foiiests which theiein abound, 
Spiinkled with wholsom wateis moie then mo&t on 
giound 

But mong&t them nil, as fittest foi hei game, 39 
Eithei foi chace of beasts with hound 01 boawe, 

Oi foi to shioude in shade fiom Phoebus flame, 

Oi bithe in fountaines that doe fleshly fiowe 
Oi fiom high hilles, 01 fiom the diles belowe, 

She those this Ailo, wheic shec did lesoit 
With all hex lT3'mphc'5 eni iiigcd on a lowe, 

W ith w horn the woody Gods did oft consoi t, [spoi t 
Foi with the Nymphes the Satyies love to play ind 

Amongst the ^^hich thoie was a IT^mph that hight 40 
JMolanna , daughtei of old Fathei Mole, 

And sibtci unto Mulla fine and blight, ^ 

Unto whose bed fd&e Biegog whylome stole, 

That Shepheud Colin deaiely did condole, 

And made hci liiclJesfae loves well knowne to be 
But this Moknina, weie she not so shole. 

Were no lessc fine and beuitituU then shee, 

Yet, as she is, a faiiei flood may no man see 

Foi fiist, she spiings out of two maible Bocks, 41 
On which a giove of Oakes high-mounted giowes, 
That as a giilond scemes to deck the locks [showes 
Of feom fane Biide, bi ought foith with pompous 
Out of hei bowie, that many floweis stiowes 
So thiough the fiowiy Bales she tumbling downe 
Thiough many woods and shid^ coveits flowes, 
(That on each side hei silvei chaniiell crowne) 
Till to the Plaxne she come whose Valle} es shee doth 
diowne 
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111 hei sweet sheames Diana used oft 4a 

(Aftex hex sw eatie chace and toilesoine play) 

To bathe hex sclfc, and, aftex, on the soft 
And downy gi xsse her dainty liinbes to lay 
In covex t shade, whexe none behold her may, 

Fox much she hated sight of living e>e 
Foolish god Fiunub, though full miny a day 
He saw hex dad, yet longed foolishly 
To see her naked mongst hex ]Sf';ympheb in piivity 

Ho way he found to compasse his desiie, 43 

Hut to coixupt Molanna, this hex maid, 

Hex to disco\ei fox some seciet hiie 
So hex with flatteiing woids he fiist assaid , 

And aftei, pleasing gifts fox hex puxvTid, 
Queene-apples, and xed Chexxies from the tiec, 
With which he her alluied, and betiaid 
To tell what time he might hex Lady see 
When she hex selfe did bathe, th it he might seciet hee 

Theie-to he piomist, il shee would him pleasxiie 44 
With this small boone, to quit hex w xth a bettex , 
To weet, that wheie-is shee had out of measuie 
Long^iov’d the Fanchin, who by nought did set her, 
That he w ould undextake fox this to get her 
To be his Love, and of him liked well 
Besides all which, he \ ow’d to be hex debtex 
Fox many moc good tuxnes then he would tell, 
The least of which this little pleasuxe should ei^cell 

The simple maid did } icld to him anone ? 45 

And eft him placed whexe he close might view 
That nevei any saw, save onely one, 

Who, fox hxs hnc so foole-haidy dew, 

Was of his hounds devoiii’d in Hunteis hew 
Tho, as hex mannei was on sunny day, 

Diana, with hex Hymphes about her, diew 
To this sweet spiing, whexe, dofling hex niiaj. 
She bath’d hex lo\el} lunbes, fox Joic a hkel} pi ay 
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Theie Faunus saw that pleased much his eye, 46 
And made his hait to tickle in his hiest, 

That, for great joy of some- what he did spy. 

He could him not contame m sJent lest , 

But bieakmg foith in laughtei loud profest 
His foolish thought a foolish Faune indeed. 

That couldst not hold thy selfe so hidden blest, 
But wouldest needs thine owne conceit areed ^ 
Babble! 3 unwoithy been of so divine a meed 

The Goddesse, all abashed with that noise, 47 

In haste foith staited fiom the guilty biookc , 
And lunmng stiaight wheie-as she heaid his voice, 
Enclos’d the bush about, and thei e him tooke, 
Like dnred Laike, not daring up to looke 
On hei whose sight befoic so much ho sought 
Thence foi th they di ewhim by the hoi nes, and shooke 
High all to peeceb, that they left him nought , 
And then into the open light they foith him bi ought 

Like as an huswife, that with busie caie 48 

Thinks of hei Dame to mike wondious game, 
Finding whei -as some wicked beast unwai e 
That breakes into hei Dayi’ house, there doth di line 
Her Cl earning pannes, and fiustiate all hei paiiie, 
Hath, 111 some siiaie 01 gm set close behind, 
Entiapped him, and caught into hei tiame. 

Then thmkes what punishment wcie best assign’d, 
And thousand deathes deviseth in hei vengefull mind 

So did Diana and hei may dens all 49 

Use silly Faunus, now within then bade 
They mocke and scoine him, and him foule miscall , 
Some by the nose him pluckt, some by the taile, 
And by his goatish beaid some did him liaile 
Yet he (pooie soule ’) with patience all did beare , 
Foi nought against then wds might counteivaile 
He ought he said, whatevei he did heaie. 

But hanging downe his head did like a Mome appeal e 
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At length, when they had flouted him then fill, 50 
They gan to cast tv hat penaunce him to give 
Some would hav e gelt him , but that same would spill 
The AVood-gods bleed, which mu&t foi e'vei live 
Others Tvould thi ough the rivei him have drive 
And ducked deepe , but that seem’d penaunce light 
But most agiecd, and did this sentence give, 

Hun in Deaies skin to clad , and m that plight 
To hunt him with then hounds, him selte sa\e how 
hee might 

But Cynthia’s selfe, moie angiy then the lest, 51 
Thought not enough to punish him in spoit, 

And of hei shame to make a gamesome jest , 

But gan examine him in stiaightei soit, 

'Which of hci Isiymphes, 01 other close consoi t, 
Him thither bi ought, and hei to him betiaid^ 

He, much affeard, to her confessed shoit 
That ’twas Molanna which hei so bewiaid 
Then, all attonce then hands upon Alolanna laid 

But him (accoiding as thc> had decieed) 52 

With a Deeies-skiii the)' coveied, and then chast 
With all their hounds th it attei him did speed , 
But lie, moie speedy, fiom them fled moie list 
Then any Deeie, so soie him diead aghast 
They aftei follow d all Tvith shull out-ci). 
Shouting as they the hca\ eiis Tvould have hi ast , 
That all the woods aud dales, wheie ho did fiie, 
Did ring agame, and loud leeccho to the skie 

So they him follow’d till theT Tveai) weie , 5, 

When, back letuining to Molann’ againc, 

They, by commaund’ment of Diana, theie 
^Her whelm’d tv ith stones Y ct Faunus (foi hei panic) 
Of her beloved Fanchm did obtaine, 

That hei he Tvould leceive unto his bed 
So noTvhei Tvaves passe thiough a pleasant Pkiiie, 
Till with the Fanchm she her selfe doe t\ ed, 

And (both combin’d) themsehes in one fane inei 
spied 
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Natlilesse Diana, Ml of indignation, 54 

Thence-foith abandond bei delicioub brooke, 

In wbose sweete stieame, befoie that bad occasion, 
So muck delight to bathe hei limbes she tooke 
Ke onely hei, but nlbo quite foisooke 
All those taire foiiests about Ailo hid , 

And all that hlountaine, which doth oveilooke 
The iichest champian that may else be iid , 

And the fane Shuie, in which aie thousand Salmons 
bied 

Them all, and all that she so deaie did way, 55 
Thence-foith she left , and paitmg fiom the place, 
Theie-on an heavy haplesse cuise did lay. 

To weet, that Woh es, wheic she was wont to space, 
Shou’d hai hom’d be and all those Woods deface. 
And Thic^ es should 1 ob and spoile that Coast ai ound 
Since which, those Woods, ind all that goodly Chase 
Doth to this day with Wolves and Thieves abound 
Which too-too tiue that lands in-dwelleis since have 
found 




Tvhithei doost thou now, thou gieatei 
^ Muse, I 

Me fiom these woods and pleasing foiiests 
bung, 

And my fiaile spiiit, (that dooth oft leluse 
This too high flight, unfit foi her weoke wing) 
Lift up aloft, to tell of heavens Kang 
(Thy soveiaine Sue) his foituuate successe, 

And victoiy in biggei noates to sing, 

AYhich he obtain'd against that Titinesse, 

That him of heavens Empiie sought to disposscsse ^ 

Yet, sith I needs must follow th} behcit, a 

Doe thou my T\eikei wit with skill inspiie, 

Lit Ibi this tuine , aiid in my sable hiest 
Kindle Ixesh spoiks of that immoitall fine 
"Which learned minds inflameth with desne 
Ot heavenly thmgs foi who, but thou alone 
That ait yboinc of he'i\en and heavenlj Sue, 

Can tell things doen in hex’vca so long }goiie, 

So faire past memory of man that may be knowne ^ 

ISTow, at the time that was befoie agieed, 3 

The gods assembled all on Ailo Hill , 

As well those thit aie spiung of heuenly seed 
As those that all the othei world doe fill, 

And lule both sea ind lind unto then -vxill 
Onely th infeinali Pox\ers might not xppoaie , 

As TV ell foi hoiroi of then count’naunce ill, 

As foi th’ unruly fiends which they did feaie , 

Yet Pluto and Pioseipma weie pie&ent theic 
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And thithei also came all othei cieatmeb, 4 

Wkat-ever life oi motion doe letaine, 

Accoidmg to their sundiy kinds of featuies, 

That Alio soaifely could them all containe, 

So full they filled eveiy hill and pHine , 

And had not Katuies Seigeaiit (that is Oidei) 
Them well disposed by his busie p«ime, 

And raunged fane abioad in eveiy boidei, 

They would have caused much confusion and disoidei 

Then foi th issew’d (gi eat goddesse) gi eat dame !N‘atui c 
With goodly poit and giacious Majesty, 

Being fii gi eater and moie tall of statuie 
Then any of the gods or Powers on hie 
Yet ceites by hei face and physnomy, 

AVhethei she man oi woman inly weie, 

That could not any cieatuie well desciy , 

Por with a >eile, that wimpled eveiy wheie, 

Ilei head and face was hid that mote to none appeal e 

That, some doe saj, was so by skill devized, 0 
To hide the tenor of hei uncouth hew 
Fiom moitall eyes that should be soie agiized , 
For that her f ice did like a Lion shew, 

That eje of wight could not induic to view 
But othei s tell that it so beautious wa^, 

And lound about such beames of splendoi thicw, 
That It the Sunne a thousand times did pass, 

Ne could be scene but like an image m a glass 

That well may seemen tiue , loi well I weene, 7 
That this same day when she on Ailo sat, 

Hei giiment was so bught and wondious sheene, 
That my liailc wit cannot devize to what 
It to compai e, nor finde like stiifie to that 
As those tliiee sacied S unts, though else most wise, 
Yet on mount Thaboi quite then wits foigat, 
When they then gloiious Loid in stiange disgui&e 
Ti ansfigui’d sawe , his gai ments so did daze then ej es 
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In n, fa}ie Plame upon nn ecjuill lull 8 

She plated \\ as m i p i\ ilioii , 

"Not suth IS Ciallcfaintii by then idle skill 
Aie wont loi Piinces states to fashion , 

But th' Eaith lieiself, ot hei owne motion, 

Out ot her fiuxtfiill bosome made to giowe 
Most dainty tiees, that, shooting up anon, 

Did seeme to bow then bloosming heads full lowe 
Poi homage unto hei, and like a thione did shew 

So haid it IS foi any li\ing wight 9 

All hei ail ay and yestiments to tell, 

That old Dan Goflic) (m whose gentle ‘spught, 
The pui e well head of Poesie did dwell) 

In his Follies parleij dm st not with it mel, 

But it tiansferd to Alane, who he thought 
Had m his Flaiiit of kindes desciib’d it well 
Which who will read set toith so as it ought, 

Go seek he out that Alane wheie he may be sought 

And all the eaith fai underneath hci feete 10 

Was dight with floweis that \oluntaia giew 
Oat of the giound, and sent foith odouis swe<^, 
Tenne thousand moies of sundij sent and hew, 
That might delight the smell, 01 please the aiew, 
The which the Nymph es fi om all the hi ooks thei tb\ 
Had gathered, they at hei foot-stoole thiew. 

That iicher seem’d then any tapesti), 

That Piinces bowies adoine with painted imagei) 

And Mole himselfe, to honoui hei the moie, ii 
Did deck himself in lieshest fine attiie, 

And his high head, that seemeth alwaies hore 
With hardned fiosts of foimei wmteis 11 e, 

He with an Oaken giilond now did tiie. 

As if the love of some new Nymph, late seene, 
Had m him kindled jouthfull liesh desiie, 

And made him change his giay attiie to gieene 
Ah, gentle Mole ’ such joy ante hath thee well beseene 



